\

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Mon 16th February
Tues 17th February

Wed 18th February

Thur 19th February
Wed 25th February
Thur 26th February

Frid 27th February

HELPFUL
LINKS

FACEBOOK

£

COMPASS

©

Compass

WEBSITE

WODONGA

uw

- Newsletter -

Wodonga Primary School

Newsletter #3 Monday 16th February 2026

Principal’s Message

Welcome to Week 4,

Last week we hosted our Community Night, where we aimed to make students
and families feel like they belong at our school. It was a lovely event and was great
to see so many families enjoy the festivities here at school.

This week we continue to build relationships with our families via the Teacher Led
Conferences. A great opportunity to have a focused conversation with your child’s
teacher, with the heart of the conversation around learning and engagement.

If you have not booked teacher led
conference, please email your child’s
classroom teacher to arrange a time.

Reminder: School Council meeting on
Wednesday the 18th of February 6pm.

New Playground

We are very excited to announce that our new
junior playground will be installed in the 2nd
last week of this term!! The final layout and
components of the new playground looks
awesome. Our student forums last year
ensured the final design and layout was the dreams/wishes/desires of our
students. Note: the demolition and installation commences on the 24th of March.
The area will be cordoned off with cyclone fencing. Kids will love watching the
process in safety.



https://www.facebook.com/WodongaPrimarySchool
https://www.compass.education/
http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/WodongaPrimarySchool
https://www.compass.education/
https://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/
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Our vision

principles

are...
Culture
Curiosity
Collaboration
Challenge

Community

- Engage Learning -

- Expand Minds -

School Review
Our school performance and implementation of the 2021-2025 Strategic Plan is this
month. An external reviewer will be visiting our school on Thursday the 26th and Friday
the 27th of February. Along with communication forums with students and staff, the
reviewer provides the opportunity for parents and caregivers to participate in “Parent
Forums”. If you wish to be on a parent forum, please indicate your interest by clicking on
this LINK to register.

The parent forum is on Thursday the 26th, 3:00pm to 3:30pm. We hope you consider
joining the forum to provide feedback and parent perspectives of our school.

Racism is Not Tolerated at Wodonga Primary School

Wodonga Primary School is committed to providing a welcoming and inclusive
environment where racism is not tolerated. Racism harms students’ wellbeing, learning
and sense of belonging. We celebrate the diverse cultures, backgrounds and faiths of our
community and are committed to ensuring every student feels safe, respected and able to
learn.

What We Are Doing
We follow the Department of Education’s Preventing and Addressing Racism in Schools Pol-
icy and work closely with staff, students and families to build a culturally safe school.
We will:

e Teach and celebrate diversity and inclusion to build understanding and empathy

e Use inclusive practices that support all students to thrive
Actively prevent and address racism
Provide clear and safe ways to report concerns

If Your Child Experiences or Witnesses Racism
Please contact your child’s classroom teacher or the school
office so we can respond promptly and appropriately.

If you are not comfortable reporting to the school, or are

not satisfied with the response, you can contact:

e  Department of Education — Report Racism Hotline
report.racism@education.vic.gov.au 1800 722 476

e Victorian Aboriginal Education Association Inc.
(VAEAI)
vaeai@vaeai.org.au 03 9481 0800

e  Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights
Commission (VEOHRC)
complaints@veohrc.vic.gov.au 1300 292 153

How We Will Respond

When a concern is raised, we will:

Take it seriously and act promptly

Provide appropriate support

Investigate respectfully and fairly

Keep families informed while maintaining privacy

respectful place for every child.

Review incidents to help prevent them from happening again
Together, we can ensure Wodonga Primary School remains a safe, inclusive and

-

" SAY NO 70 RACISM

_ Respect » Inclusion < Diversity.

CALL FOR

ELL A EMAIL
\ TEACHER HELP

FOR SUPPORT

WE ALL BELONG



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeyUix1SeQ6odX87WVy-bBNU-mayFh3Rmb2k_Q15HvUDJgGSQ/viewform?usp=preview
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/preventing-addressing-racism-schools/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/preventing-addressing-racism-schools/policy
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STUDENT TOILETING 2026

Welcome back to 2026 we are looking forward to another safe & healthy year at Wodonga Primary.
Due to some increasing/ongoing toileting issues and incontinence students, we will be implementing the following
procedures:
e If a student presents to the first aid room wet or soiled, and they DO NOT have a change of clothes/underwear
in their school bag, the parents will be called to come to school to supply clothes or take the student home.
e If the student has a change of clothes/underwear in their school bag they will be guided to change/clean
themselves in the toilet in the first aid room and then returned to class.
We are implementing these procedures to best structure the use of the first aid room toilet, to be able to fully
assist students with diagnosed medical conditions.
Your assistance with getting your child cared for in a quick and personal manner will be very much appreciated.
Attached is the Education Dept’s continence policy for your reference
Continence Care: Policy | education.vic.gov.au

NAPLAN 2026

As you may be aware, the NAPLAN testing window is approaching. Our school was transitioned to Online NAPLAN
assessment back in 2018 and we continue to use the online testing platform. NAPLAN online has a test window
from Wednesday 11th March — Friday 20th March. However, with our school schedule we aim to have all tests
finalised within 4 school days.

Standardised tests are a snapshot of a student’s academic progress on a given day. Wodonga Primary School
endeavours to provide a supporting and non-threatening approach to the tests. However, parents with concerns
regarding NAPLAN, or who wish to withdraw their child will need to speak directly with their child’s teacher, or to
Christine Forrest, the school’s NAPLAN coordinator.

Please note that to support the resources of headphones, we ask that your child is prepared for the test window,

by bringing a pair of headphones to plug into the Ipad or Computer. Bluetooth headphones are NOT compatible
with the Lockdown browser, so headphones will need to have a cable and plug. The ones purchased on your child’s
current, or previous years, stationary packs will be suitable.

Last week, Year 3 and Year 5 students will have brought home an information letter and brochure with more
detailed information regarding this year’s NAPLAN online. Please ensure, as parents and carers, you are well
informed and contact us for any further questions or clarification you might have.

TERM 12026 EVENTS

18th February
16th February 17th February Teacher lod Gonforances 19th February 20th February
Teacher Led Teacher Led Foundation REST Day Teacher Led
Conferences Conferences EMP Drill - Evacuation Conferences
SC Meeting
23rd February 24th February 25th.February 26th February 27th February
Foundation REST Day . . A
Division Swimming
5th March
STEM Comp Yr 6
Albury
9th March 10th March lﬁ:xjﬁh 12th March 13th March
Labour Day o CElnarcs NAPLAN NAPLAN
Public Holiday :



https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/continence/policy
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) — Applications Open
Applications are now open for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF), which helps eligible families cover the cost of
school camps, excursions and sporting activities.
In 2026, eligible primary school students can receive $400 per child, an increase from previous years.
Students may be eligible if they are listed on a parent/guardian's valid means-tested concession card. Foster carers and some
recently arrived asylum seeker and refugee families may also apply.
Please note: Due to a departmental audit in 2025, the school is required to collect a new CSEF application form and a current
copy of the parents concession card from all existing families before applications can be rolled over.
What families need to do:
e  Return completed CSEF application forms to the school by Friday 26 June 2026.
e Provide a current copy of the parents concession card.
A copy of the Application Form can be found via our website, or at the Office
For more information, families can contact the CSEF Helpdesk on 1800 060 970 or email csef@education.vic.gov.au

A Note from of GEM Teachers é@

See this weeks GEM chat prompt, that you can use this at home

to further embed the GEM principles that are being
. - What emotions have you seenin
explored in your child’s classroom @ @ ————————— > someone else today?

Dear Foundation Parents/Carers, How did you recognise that emotion?
Recently you were provided information and a postcard about

the Primary School Nursing Program, along with a link to an

online version of the School Entrant Health Questionnaire. You

can access and complete this questionnaire on a mobile phone, computer or tablet.
If you have not yet completed the questionnaire and would like to

do so, please use the QR code or link below to access the

questionnaire.

Before completing a School Entrant Health Questionnaire for your

child on the VicStudents portal you must register for a parent/carer

account. students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/seha/s

If you have started an online questionnaire but have not yet submitted it, please log in, complete the
guestionnaire, and submit it.

Participation in the program is not mandatory and parent/carer consent is required for the Primary School
Nurse to see your child.

If you do not wish to participate, you are encouraged to register and select ‘No | do not consent’ in the online
guestionnaire so that your response is recorded.

If you have any questions or concerns about this service, you can contact the Primary School Nurse Helen,
through your classroom teacher.

Lost in Transit?—Lunch Order Reminder
To ensure your child receives their lunch order promptly and while it’s still warm, please make sure your
e-canteen profile details are up to date.

We are currently needing to redirect a number of lunch orders due to incorrect or outdated information, which
can result in items cooling down before they reach students.

A friendly reminder:

If your child is unwell, please contact the canteen before 9:30am to cancel or roll over the order.

If the order has already been prepared, refunds or roll overs cannot be provided.
Thank you for helping us keep lunchtime running smoothly and reduce our food
waste!

Emergency Drill—Fire )
This Wednesday the school will undertake the first of their year- A
ly drill. Students have been pre-warned at > ©

assembly today and teachers will guide their classrooms —
through the process of evacuation, in the case of an actual fire. &

-
~——


https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources
https://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/csef.html
https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/sehq/s
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Happy Card Recipients—Week 3

Assembly Highlights—

It’s a slam-dunk for these students who
won last weeks basketball shoot-out:

. | *=4 e
Spencer (WI3) & Sophia (HU5) = CONGRATULATIONS!

§

From Tank to Tentacles

After watching Shark Tank, our HU1 students decided
to dive headfirst into business and they’re not
squidging around!

They’ve been busy designing and 3D printing their own
fidgets and toys — including a very popular little
octopus friend

Outside HU1

Monday, Wednesday & Friday Recess

50c-S$5

It’s real-world enterprise in action ; creativity,
innovation and problem-solving — all wrapped up in a
student-led fundraiser for Wodonga Primary School.
Every purchase helps support WPS.

No sharks required... just a few coins and a sense of
adventure!

EVENT NOTIFICATIONS

Stay in touch with Events / Activities — using Compass as your information base

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass | Consent / Payment Due Date

Bogong Rotary Youth

. 20 Mar-22 Mar Select Students COMPASS EVENT 27 Feb
Leadership Camp -

2 —2
Year 4 Camp - Feathertop MSa:\/Iar 6 Year 4 Students COMPASS EVENT 5 March

Year 5 Camp - Valley Homestead 30 Mar-31 Mar Year 5 Students COMPASS EVENT 5 March, 3pm.

Year 6 Camp - Borambola 30 Mar-31 Mar Year 6 Students COMPASS EVENT 5 March, 3pm.



https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5616
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5618
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5619
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5617

THE \
EDUCATIO
TATE

Parent Payment POLICY
Arrangements 2026

Dear parent/guardian,

Wodonga Primary School is looking forward to another great yvear of teaching and learning and would like to advise
yau of our voluntary financial contributions for 2026.

Schools provide students with free instruction to meet standard curriculum reguirements, and all parent
contributions remain entirely voluntary. We sincerely appreciate the ongoing support of our families, whether
through financial contributions, fundraising efforts, or volunteering time. This support makes a significant difference
to our school community and the range of programs and opportunities we can offer our students.

Through this continued support, our school can invest in high-quality resources and curriculum materials that
enhance student engagement, wellbeing, and educational growth. We value the strong partnership we share with
aur families, as these contributions help us create and sustain a positive and enriching learning environment for
every student.

For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page overview attached.
Financial Support for Families

Wodonga Primary School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of
support options, including:

the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund for eligible students

State Schools Relief (S5R) for uniform support

Payment plans to ease the financial impact

Subsidies available at Business Manager,/Principal discretion for camp support.

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment
arrangements, contact:

Matalie Eberle
Ph: 02 6048 0300 | Emnail: natalie_eberle@education.vic.gov.au

=R

Yours sincerely,

Damian Duncan

Principal
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Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or participate in, to Amount
access the Curriculum

Materials & Equipment
* (Classroom Consumables
Art — paint, croyons, canvas, glitter, coloured paper
STEM 545.00
Mathematics — numeracy Blocks
English — book boxes

Sports — equipment

Other Contributions - for non-curriculum items and activities Amount

- & & & @

School Sports Wictorio affiliation S1.50
Enhanced Wellbeing Support (Barkley — School Dog) S7.00
First aid & Hyglene S5.00
Online Subscriptions

e Reading Eggs ($13.50) 516.50

e Library (53.00)

Tax deductible contributions

Building fund. A tax-deductible contribution to suppart renovations, upgrades, and Optional
maintenance of school infrastructure payrment
Library fund. A tax-deductible contribution to book purchoses and other equipment Optional
that sustain the library as o valuoble resource. payment

The 2026 Parent Payments will go LIVE an Compass by COB, Monday the 9" of February.

Parents can make contributions if they wish and can alzo nominate to donate to our library and building funds.
If wou have any issues processing payment via compass, payments will also be accepted in person at the office.

We thank you for your support with this process, and for your patience while we got the technical issues ironed out.
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

* Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all

items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the
Curriculurm. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) including the VCE Yocational Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

+ Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Schools can reguest contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Contributions Other Extra-Curricular Iterms and

Voluntary financial Contributions Activities

contributions for curriculum Voluntary financial Items and activities that

items and activities which contributions for non- enhance or broaden the

the school deems necessary curriculum items and schooling experience of

for students to learn the activities that relate to the students and are above and

Curriculurm. school's functions and beyand what the school

objectives. provides for free to deliver

the Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays
basis.

* Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own
[e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES

#* Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for
items or activities so that their child doesnt miss out.

# Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES

* Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and
publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for
transparency.




