
 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

Welcome to the 2026 school year, and boy was it a hot start!!! We have been 
active in ensuring kids stay cool and safe in the extreme heat. Thank you to 
families for your support in ensuring children have ample water, hats, and use 
sunscreen at home prior to school. We enacted some change in the timetable so 
students got outside for some movement and break in the mornings while cool, 
and also had hot day programs at recess. The cool reprieve today is so welcome.  

Relocatable Capacity Adjustment Program (ReCAP)  

I can confirm the Department of Education has schedule the removal of two of our 
portables. Fortunately we have managed to schedule this for the next lot of 
holidays, in April. We appreciate our community's support with this difficult 
process, though through much deliberations, revisits to our planning and some 
hefty man power, we have our 2026 classes in place. This includes maintaining our 
Wellbeing and Inclusion spaces.  

Community Night  

Keeping connected with our community is very 
important to our school. Please pop the 
community night in your calendars to come 
along and tour classrooms, different areas of our 
school and meet your child/ren’s teacher if you 
have not done so already!  

Teacher Led Conferences FEBRUARY 16–19 
 
Conferences will run from Monday, February 16, 
to Thursday, February 19, before and after 
school. Bookings open via COMPASS on 
Wednesday TODAY. These meetings are an 
important opportunity to discuss student 
progress, set goals, and strengthen teacher-
family partnerships. 

Map of school with new locations—Please see Page 6 

To assist our families locate the new allocation of classrooms, please see an 
updated school map towards the end of this newsletter edition. 

Principal’s Message 

 

H E L P F U L  

L I N K S  

FACEBOOK 

 

COMPASS 

WEBSITE 

-  Newsletter  - 

Wodonga Primary School 
U P C O M I N G 

E V E N T S :  

February 
Wed 4th February 
• Swimming Trials Yr4-6 
• Foundation Rest Day 

 
Tues 10th February 
WPS Annual Community 
Night—All Families  
Invited 
 
Wed 11th February 
• Foundation Rest Day 
• School Council Finance 
 
Mon 16th February 
Teacher Led Conferences 
 
Tues 17th February 
Teacher Led Conferences 
 
Wed 18th February 
• Teacher Led  

Conferences 
• Foundation Rest Day 
• EMP Drill 
• School Council  
 
Tues 19th February 
Teacher Led Conferences 

Monday 2nd February 2026 Newsletter #1 

Damian Duncan   

https://www.facebook.com/WodongaPrimarySchool
https://www.compass.education/
http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/WodongaPrimarySchool
https://www.compass.education/
https://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/
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Our  vision 

principles 

are… 

Culture 

Curiosity 

Collaboration 

Challenge  

Community 

- Engage Learning 

-  

- Expand Minds - 

 
Sinead Keating—CH3 Merryn Thorp—MI4 Darren Ash—EL1 Steph Hogg—WI2 

New 2026 Staff —Welcome to WPS! 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) – Applications Open 
Applications are now open for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF), which helps eligible 
families cover the cost of school camps, excursions and sporting activities. 
In 2026, eligible primary school students can receive $400 per child, an increase from previous 
years.  
Students may be eligible if they are listed on a parent/guardian's valid means-tested concession 
card.  Foster carers and some recently arrived asylum seeker and refugee families may also apply. 
Please note: Due to a departmental audit in 2025, the school is required to collect a new CSEF 
application form and a current copy of the parents concession card from all existing families 
before applications can be rolled over. 
 
What families need to do: 

• Return completed CSEF application forms to the school by Friday 26 June 2026. 

• Provide a current copy of the parents concession card. 
For more information, families can contact the CSEF Helpdesk on 1800 060 970 or email 
csef@education.vic.gov.au. 

Bianca Downing —WI4 Katie Ford—ES  

We are delighted to introduce our new staff, who have settled into our team beautifully! 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources
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EVENT NOTIFICATIONS 

Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

 Event / Activity     Event Date  Who  Information on Compass Consent / Payment Due Date 

WPS Swimming Trials 4 February Year 4, 5 & 6 COMPASS EVENT 2 Feb 

Brass & Woodwind Tuition  
- TERM 1 2026  

9 Feb—30 Mar Select Students COMPASS EVENT 9 Feb 

Bogong Rotary Youth  
Leadership Camp  

20 Mar-22 Mar Select Students COMPASS EVENT 27 Feb 

Year 4 Camp - Feathertop 
25 Mar—26 
Mar 

Year 4 Students PENDING 5 March 

Year 5 Camp - Valley Homestead  30 Mar-31 Mar Year 5 Students PENDING  5 March, 3pm.   

Year 6 Camp - Borambola 30 Mar-31 Mar Year 6 Students PENDING  5 March, 3pm.   

Anaphylaxis information to parents  
Jeremy Rosewarne &  Jenny  Martin — First Aid  Officers 

Dear parents/guardians/carers, 

We are seeking your help to support the students in our school who are at risk of anaphylaxis. 

Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction that is potentially life-threatening. The most common causes of anaphylax-
is in our school are food and plant allergies. The only way to prevent allergic reactions is to avoid being exposed to 
the allergen.  

Our school is supporting students at risk of anaphylaxis in the following ways:  

• all staff are trained in anaphylaxis first aid, 
• encouraging students to wash their hands before and after eating, 
• teaching students not to share food with friends, 
• teaching students the importance of getting help immediately if their friend with an allergy looks sick. 

Food allergy is now common in school aged children. Children can be allergic to any food, and it is not possible to  
completely remove all foods from our school. To help manage food allergies, our school does not recommend ban-
ning foods, as this is difficult to enforce and can bring a false sense of safety. We request that parents also consider 
not sending nuts to school, especially for younger students.  

As we educate our school community to help with the management of food allergy and anaphylaxis, the parents of 
the student with a food allergy will continue to educate their child on self-management at a developmentally  
appropriate level.  We ask you to support the school’s risk minimisation strategies outlined so that we can increase 
safety and provide an environment that meets the needs of all our students. 

Annual privacy reminder for our school community 

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where per-

mitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ privacy policy and the Schools’ privacy collection notice. 

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy, describes how we collect and use photographs, video 

and recordings of students. The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be provided 

and withdrawn.  

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use [Microsoft 365/Google Workspace for Edu-

cation] safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing 

the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using [Microsoft 365/Google Workspace 

for Education], please contact the school. 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents. This information is 

also available in eleven community languages. 

https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5613
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5609
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5616
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/uploads/9/8/2/6/9826482/photographing_filming_and_recording_students_policy_2024.pdf
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/30
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations
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Wodonga Primary School Camp Program 2026 
Melisa McInnes—Assistant Principal & Camp Coordinator 

 

Year 4 Camp – Feathertop Chalet, Harrietville 

Dates: Term 1 Week 9 - Tuesday March 25th - Wednesday March 26th 
2026 

Cost: $290  

Our student’s first taste of school camp! Our Year 4 students head to  
Harrietville to the Feathertop Chalet for two days of outdoor action. Tree 
climbing, Leap of Faith, Bush Walking, Bush Hut Building, Catapult Build-
ing and the Giant Swing are just some of the fun tasks they will engage in!  
The camp offers amazing opportunities for students to collaborate, show  
resilience, be challenged and form strong relationships with their peers 
and teachers. 

Year 5 Camp – Valley Homestead, Happy Valley 

Dates: Term 1 Week 10 - Monday March 30th - Tuesday March 31st 2026 

Cost: $300  

Year 5 students spend two days exploring the great outdoors in the  
beautiful Happy Valley. They test their resilience and teamwork skills 
through a range of activities. The Dual Flying Fox, Free Fall Slide,  
Vertical Challenge, Archery and Team Building/Lateral Thinking Activities  
provide opportunities for students to build independent and strong  
connections with their peers and teachers.    

Year 6 Camp - Borambola Sports & Recreation Centre, Wagga Wagga 

Dates: Term 1 Week 10 - Monday March 30th - Tuesday March 31st 2026 

Cost: $290  

Year 6 students experience two days of outdoor adventure fun where they 
build relationships with each other and their teachers. Archery, BMX, mud 
runs and climbing wall adventures are just a few of the great activities.  
Each and every student will be challenged throughout this camp which is  
located just north of Wagga Wagga.  

Camp events will be live on Compass soon, these will include the additional specific details for each 
camp and links to camp portals if they are required. 

 If you are seeking to use remaining School Savings Bonus (SSB), please complete the google form link 
in the description of the event. 

If you have any questions about camps for 2026, please contact Assistant Principal, Melisa McInnes 
(Camp Coordinator) 
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