P RE | 15 7

‘ G

4 44 L A L AANY

o Whole School Ne

UPCOMING

#
EVENTS EDITION #7 Monday 23rd, March 2026

Principal’s Message

Damian Duncan

Year 4 Camp Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Welcome to week 9! We have a busy week
coming up with Year 4 Camp, 5/6 Athletics
(back up day due to being rained out) and

Sumsion Gardens the stop work industrial action tomorrow.

Foundation Excursion

Australian Education Union - Stop Work Action - TUESDAY 24th of March
As per communication last week, we are planning for 33 staff members to
Year 5/6 Aths take stop work action tomorrow. We anticipate prioritising attendance for
children of critical service workers or families with special circumstances,
who are unable to make alternative arrangements. Thank you to the 466
families who provided the school with your intentions of your child/ren’s
attendance, this information helps the leadership team in providing a safe
and orderly environment tomorrow.

Due to the reduced number of teachers onsite, school will operate a

Year Level Assemblies supervision only program, rather than a normal teaching and learning
program. All students who are attending school tomorrow should line up at
their classroom doors as per normal where the leadership staff will
coordinate their location for the day.

Year 5/6 Camp

Junior Playground Upgrade:
Easter Hat Parade COLA We are so excited to have our
End of Term new playground installed this
week! Temp fencing went up
today, demolishing of old
playground commences
tomorrow and new playground
installation commences on
Wednesday with a completion b
date set for Friday the 27th.
We will be putting in soft fall
on Monday and anticipate the
opening of the playground on
Tuesday the 31st.
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IMPORTANT Reminders:

The LAST DAY OF TERM 1 is Thursday the 2nd of April.

This is the day prior to Good Friday. School dismisses at 2:30pm.
The FIRST DAY TERM 2 is Tuesday the 21st of April.



https://www.facebook.com/WodongaPrimarySchool
https://www.compass.education/
https://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/
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P Update form School Council
Our vision Last week we had our AGM (Annual General Meeting) and our 1st School Council
prinCipleS meeting for 2026. We are very lucky to have such wonderfully committed parents and
staff on School Council.
are.... Please welcome our executive members:
School Council President: Mr Nathan Ahrens
Culture School Council Vicg Pres.ident: Mrs Victoria Teschner
Treasurer: Mrs Corissa Kilday
Curiosity Secretary: Ms Kathleen Keen
) During the general business section of the meeting, the council discussed the ongoing
(@) [[o]eTeYgokale)ad issue of student vandalism of our toilets. The school has been attempting to curb the
Ch ” behaviours via some of our practices at school (ie: logs of children using the toilets,
a enge restricting toilet blocks at times of the day, video surveillance outside the toilets),
Comm unity however the behaviours aren’t shifting. Council discussed getting parents and families
involved so the respect of our school is intrinsic to our students. More work will be done
with curbing student behaviour towards our toilets.

- Engage

5 STOP WORK ACTION - A MESSAGE FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL

Learnlng - As parents and carers may be aware, staff at our school who are Australian Education
Union (AEU) members have been negotiating, alongside teachers, education support
staff, assistant principals, and principals from public schools around Victoria, with the

E d state government and Department of Education for improvements to pay and
- Expan o o |
employment conditions. Negotiations have been occurring over the last seven months,
Minds - and the state government has not made any reasonable offer at this point in time.

Currently, Victorian public schools are the lowest funded in Australia and there are
significant staffing shortages across the state. Victorian public school teachers are also
the lowest paid teachers in Australia, with many education support employees and
school leaders paid less than their colleagues in other states and territories who do the
same role. This is felt particularly keenly locally, as education staff can easily join their
better paid colleagues across the border, increasing the risk of staff shortages.

AEU members are seeking pay increases and reductions to excessive workloads, with the
aim of ensuring the retention of existing employees and the attraction of the next
generation to enable the ongoing provision of a high-quality education to students.
Because there has not been any reasonable offer or response to key claims, AEU
members have voted to undertake industrial action, with the union calling a statewide
24-hour stopwork for Tuesday 24 March.

The AEU has written to me outlining some of the issues that school staff need resolved,
including school funding and staffing shortages, as well as pay and conditions.

The union has acknowledged that a decision to stop work is not one to be taken lightly
and regrets the impact it has on students and their families.

The state government were able to avoid this action if a fair

and decent offer had been made to employees.

The impact to our school was discussed at School Council

and we are confident that the AEU has provided our school

with all the information needed to manage the situation.

It goes without saying that as a school community we
support all staff in our school and expect them to be paid
adequately and have fair conditions of work.

You can read the AEU’s letter here.

egards, Nathan Ahrens - School Council President



https://www.aeuvic.asn.au/sites/default/files/2026-02/260203%20VGSA%20School%20Council%20President%20letter%2001.pdf

Easter Hat Parade — NEXT WEEK A
E A s T E R H A T Our annual Easter Hat Parade will take place on the
last day of term, Thursday 2nd April, beginning at
9:10am in the school courtyard. If the weather is
P A R A D E wet, the parade will be moved to the school gym.

Our Easter Hat Parade will take place on
Thursday April 2nd at 9.10am in the COURTYARD

Students are invited to create their Easter hats at
home as a fun home-school connection activity.

We encourage families to get creative using craft
materials, recycled items, and plenty of Easter flair!
All parents, carers, and community members are
warmly welcome to come along and enjoy the pa-

rade. Each year level will take turns parading their
hats to music, with DJ Silver on the decks with the
soundtrack!

We look forward to seeing the wonderful creations
and celebrating the end of term together!

GEM Chat! ANZAC DAY

Hello from the GEM teachers. Badges will be available next week for families to
This term in our weekly GEM lessons we are covering purchase.

the topic of Emotional Literacy, which is being able to  Thjs year we have $2 pins, $3 Braclets and $5 pens.

understand our emotions. Whilst stock lasts. Available via the office - cash only.
Make sure to check our weekly GEM chats in the

newsletter too, have a great week!
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ANZAC APPEAL A

When you're experiencing an
uncomfortable emotion, what do
you do to shift your mood?

CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG

We're excited to offer our Year 4 students the opportunity to attend a live performance of Chitty Chitty
Bang Bang Jr. on Friday 19 June at 11:00am. This is a great opportunity for students to experience live
theatre and see music, acting and storytelling brought to life on stage. The cost of the excursion is $18.50.

A Compass event with full details and consent will go live at 4:00pm on Thursday 26 March.
You will need to OPT in and then consent & pay to
secure your spot!

We’re sharing this in advance so all families have clear

notice and equal opportunity to opt in.

Please note:

e This opportunity is open to Year 4 students only

e Places are limited and will be allocated via Compass

e Consent and payment will be required to secure a
place

Students will also be reminded at school on the day the
\event goes live.
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25th March

24th March 26th March 27th March
Yr 4 Camp

Year 4 Camp

Foundie Sumsion Gardens 5/6 Athletics day
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30th March
Yr 5 Camp
Yr 6 Camp

IMPORTANT REMINDER - LAST DAY OF TERM 1
2.30pm FINISH
Country buses are running ahead of time.
i Town buses will be running to normal times.
;! !, We encourage families to please arrange alternative collection.

YEAR LEVEL ASSEMBLIES - NEXT WEEK

Term 1 Year Level Assemblies will be presented next week, please see the timetable below.
These will take place under the COLA - weather permitting.

Famillies are welcome to attend and celebrate alongside students and parents.

Term 1 - Week 10 Tuesday 31st March Wednesday 1st April

10.10am - 11.00am

LUNCH
11:45am - 12.40pm Year 4 Year 5
12:45pm - 1:45pm Year 2
RECESS
2.20pm - 3.10pm Year 3 Year 6

CAMPS 2026 - Get Ready!

Camps kick off this week with Year 4 headed away tomorrow - Information shared with families from year level
teachers about each camp can now be found on our CAMPS Page on the website

. J



https://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/camp-pack-list.html

(YOU’RE INVITED... Meet Our

We would like to introduce Joaane Green our new Koorie = =
Education Support Officer. KOO"C Edg;:_non suppo"
icer

We will have a meet and greet afternoon tea with Joanne
Come along for afternoon tea and a yarn.

this FRIDAY. / A .
Koorie families are invited to meet Joanne Green, KESO,
See the poster for more details ----- N and learn more about how she s'.upports our students and
community.
WRITE WODONGA 2026

This year, students at Wodonga Primary School will be
inspired by two award-winning visiting authors as part of
Write Wodonga 2026.

Kate and Jol Temple will visit on Monday, 18th May (Term ‘
2). Known for their popular Bin Chicken series, they will run ! %
engaging sessions for students from Foundation to Year 6. / -

_ Friday the 27th of March
In Term 3 (July 20-21), we welcome Marc McBride, N
illustrator of the bestselling Deltora Quest series. Marc will 2:30pm - 3:15pm
work with students across the school and run a special !
workshop for keen writers and illustrators. WPS Library
Books will be available to order early in Term 2, giving %

students the opportunity to have their copies signed during : i
the visits. o }
These exciting opportunities will help build confidence, E l N é
creativity, and a love of writing in our students - Stay Tuned! CH I CK EN
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Assembly Highlights...
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Stay in touch with Events / Activities—using Compass as your information base

Event / Activity Event Date Who Compass Link Consent / Payment Due
Sumsion Gardens Excursion 25 Mar Foundation COMPASS EVENT 23 March
FOTL Excursion - NEW DATE TBC FOTL Students COMPASS EVENT TBC

Write Wodonga 2026 May 18 - July 21 All Years Levels COMPASS EVENT 27 April



https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5633
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5648
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5636

