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Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Welcome to Week 8,
What a lovely assembly we had this morning, celebrating our students and 
also celebrating and acknowledging Harmony and Neurodiversity week.  
Our choir also performed for all the families and students in the audience, 
singing a beautiful rendition of “Together”.

 

Principal Leave
I will be taking Long Service Leave Term 2 and Term 3 this year. After 34 
years of service to the Department of Education (18 of 
which at Wodonga Primary School), I am taking a step 
back and prioritising family and some downtime from 
the demands of working in the  
education sector. 
Mrs Christine Forrest will be replacing me for the 6- 
months as Acting Principal. We are very fortunate to 
have such a terrific leader to step into the Principal role. 
This has created an acting Assistant Principal vacancy 
which has been filled by Cara Pfeiffer. Cara, our current 
Wellbeing and Engagement Leading Teacher. Cara’s  
position will be backfilled too, though the replacement is 
yet to be confirmed. Thank you for your support in this 
Wodonga Primary School Community, “I’ll be back!”

Portables
Tomorrow (Tuesday 17th March), the Victorian School Building Authority 
will take possession of the two modular portables which are being re-
moved from our school during the Easter holidays. Temporary fencing will 
be installed around the portables while preparation works are undertaken. 
When we return to school in Term 2, the portables will be gone and DET 
will be making good the portables pads with synthetic turf. Students were 
informed of this happening at today’s assembly. 

https://www.facebook.com/WodongaPrimarySchool
https://www.compass.education/
https://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/
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Our vision 
principles 

are....
Culture

Curiosity
Collaboration

Challenge
Community

- Engage  
Learning - 

- Expand 
Minds -

STOP WORK ACTION
The Australian Education Union has called on its members to take strike action on 
Tuesday 24 March 2026.  The union is in negotiation with DET with a goal of pay 
parody to other states and a call for support with the HR crisis, to name a few. Some of 
our teaching staff will be taking part in the strike action, though the numbers of staff 
taking strike action will not be confirmed until later this week. Further information 
regarding this will be shared in next week’s newsletter.  We will strategically work on 
limiting the disruption to our school, though this will be challenging. Parents will be 
called on to support our school on this day. Thank you for your patience and 
understanding.  

Naplan 
Well done to our Year 3 and Year 5 students in your committed efforts in sitting the 
NAPLAN standardised examinations last week. This type of test taking is not a familiar 
learning situation for primary aged kids, so their resilience, confidence and effort in 
taking the test is acknowledged. Thank you to Christine Forrest for the superb 
coordination and all staff who support the 2026 NAPLAN window. 

Toilet Restoration
Commencing tomorrow (Tuesday 
17th) the senior toilet block on the 
Wilson Building will be restored to 
a usable condition. Due to student 
vandalism and consistent  
miss-use of the toilets, they have  
become unusable. New flooring,  
plaster work, painting, toilet seats, 
flushing buttons and doors are a part 
of the works which cost over twenty 
thousand dollars. 
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GEM Chat!
 
Hello from the GEM teachers. 
This term in our weekly GEM lessons we are 
covering the topic of Emotional Literacy, which 
is being able to understand our emotions. 
Make sure to check our weekly GEM chats in 
the newsletter too, have a great week! 

Easter Hat Parade – Save the Date! 

Our annual Easter Hat Parade will take place on 
the last day of term, Thursday 2 April, beginning at 
9:10am in the school courtyard. If the weather is 
wet, the parade will be moved to the school gym. 
 
Students are invited to create their Easter hats at 
home as a fun home–school connection activity. We 
encourage families to get creative using craft  
materials, recycled items, and plenty of Easter flair! 
 
All parents, carers, and community members are 
warmly welcome to come along and enjoy the 
parade. Each year level will take turns parading their 
hats to music, with a DJ Silver on the decks with the 
soundtrack! 
 
We look forward to seeing the wonderful creations 
and celebrating the end of term together! 

Hands On Learning Update 2026

Hands On Learning has been buzzing with  
activity! The morning group has been cooking a shared meal each session while learning valuable life 
skills like teamwork, kitchen safety, food preparation and cleaning up. They have also been repainting 
the front of the shed and clearing the outdoor space 
behind it in preparation for a full redesign. 
 
The afternoon group has been busy building two 
Street Libraries and creating focus boards for the 
Hands On Learning Café, developing practical skills 
such as measuring, planning, problem solving and 
teamwork. 
 
We are currently seeking a few donations to  
support upcoming projects. If you have an old small 
kitchen with cupboards or glass jars with lids we 
could repurpose in our shed, we would love to hear 
from you. 
 
It’s wonderful to see students learning new skills 
and taking pride in the spaces they are creating 
together.

See more photos on our Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/WodongaPrimarySchool
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Neurodiversity week - Celebrating every mind at Wodonga Primary School. 

On Monday the 17th of March to Sunday the 22nd of 
March our school will be recognising Neurodiversity  
Celebration Week. Founded by Siena Castellon in 2018, 
Neurodiversity Celebration Week is a worldwide initiative 
that challenges stereotypes and misconceptions about 
neurological differences. Did you know that approximately 
15–20% of the population is neurodivergent?
At our school, we believe these differences are something 
to be proud of. To celebrate as a school there will be a 
display of books in our library for children to read and a fun 
colourful chain craft located in wellbeing. Let’s work together to ensure every child feels valued for exactly 
who they are!
 
Harmony Week -  Wodonga Primary's School Rich Cultural diversity.

On Monday the 16th of March to Sunday the 22nd 
of March Wodonga Primary school will  
celebrate Harmony Week. This week is to  
recognise diversity, inclusiveness, respect and  
belonging for everyone. Our cultural diversity is 
one of the greatest strengthens here at Wodonga  
Primary school and to acknowledge our  
multicultural diversity there will be a People 
around the World craft display in the frog's area 
over lunch and recess breaks. Students can draw 
or write on the people which will then create a 
beautiful visual for our school to come together 
and celebrate diversity. 

Immediate Action Required! 
Private Car Parks Are Not for School Pick-Up
This is not the first time we have received complaints about parents using 
neighbouring business car parks during school pick-up time, and we need 
this behaviour to change. Private business car parks are strictly for their  
customers and are not available for school drop-off or collection.

Recently, during heavy rain, an elderly community member was significantly 
impacted after being unable to access a medical appointment because the 
car park was full of our parents’ vehicles. The wet weather made the  
situation more dangerous and distressing for this person trying to access 
medical care.

While we understand that rain makes pick-up less convenient, it does not make it acceptable to use  
private parking spaces. This behaviour places vulnerable members of our community at risk and damages our 
relationship with local businesses. All families are expected to use designated school parking areas or appro-
priate street parking only. Thank you for your immediate cooperation.
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Parent Helpers Needed - Canteen
With the new year, April has had a few canteen  
helpers graduate to high school!

But with the huge volume of lunch orders we 
receive, without extra hands, we may have to cut 
back on some student favourites and we’d love to 
avoid that!  

Volunteering is easy, fun, and super rewarding, just 
ask April & the team! Whether you can help weekly, 
fortnightly, or even just once a month, your time 
would make a huge difference.
How? Call April at (02) 6048 0300 (Option #1)
All you need is a Victorian working with children’s 
check and a desire to support our school  
community.

Athletics Schedules - This week!
Our Senior Athletics Days are taking place this week: 
 
Year 5/6 – Thursday 19 March
Year 3/4 - Friday  20 March 
 
 
Please note that event times on the athletics schedule 
are approximate. Once students finish an event, they 
should move directly to their next event and begin as 
soon as possible to help keep the day running  
smoothly. 
 
Students compete in age groups based on the age 
they turn during the calendar year.  
For example: 
Students born in 2016 will compete in the 10-year-old 
age group.Students born in 2015 will compete in the 
11-year-old age group. 

We still encourage students who are not actively 
participating to still go along, dress up in their house 
colours and cheer on their classmates!

House colours can be found next to your students 
name in compass.

We look forward to a great couple of days of  
participation, teamwork and sportsmanship!
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Assembly Highlights...

EVENT NOTIFICATIONS
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base

 Event / Activity     Event Date  Who Compass Link Consent / Payment Due

Year 5 & 6 Aths 19 Mar Year 5 & 6  
Students

COMPASS EVENT 17 March

Year 3 & 4 Aths 20 Mar Year 3 & 4  
Students

COMPASS EVENT 18 March

Sumsion Gardens Excursion 25 Mar Foundation COMPASS EVENT 23 March

Basketball Shootout Stars:
Hudson (HU5) & Koby (WI5)

Home Reading Rockstars— Xavier (MI1), Georgie 
(BR2), Karma (EL5) & Arouch (WI2)

Library Legends - Amelia (WI2) & 
Ziggy (EL2)

GEM Award  -  Casey (MI1)
Happy Card Recipients—Week 6

Enviro Superhero went 
to — Alexus (EL3)

Wining Artists at Wodonga Show 2026
Olivia (MI1) & Levi (WI4)

https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5629
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5630
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=5633



