No. 7 ~ March 22, 2021
Engage Learning * Expand Minds

Welcome to Week 9,
This term is definitely flying by and we are down to our last two weeks of school! A lot of work and preparation
has gone into setting our students up for success throughout the term, which included:





Our Community Night
Teacher Led Conferences
Formation of Student Leadership
And most importantly, the establishment of positive learning cultures within our classrooms.

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING & VIOLENCE (NDA)
Last week as a school, we participated in a range of classroom activities learning about bullying and how we
can prevent it in our school and our community. On Friday, students spent time in the mixed year level Squad
classes to talk about strategies for kids who experience bullying. Every student created a hand with their five
strategies such as ‘ignore, talk friendly, walk away, talk firmly and report’.
The whole school then came together on the oval to make a giant sign that read “Bullying No Way! WPS in
Harmony”. We were able to get some good photos of the sign. Demi, Charlie, Ava and Ethan, our student
leaders, spoke about what to do if you are bullied, the role of the bystander and what someone who is
behaving as a bully might do differently. The NDA is one part of our school work to ensure that everyone is
safe and feels like they belong at Wodonga Primary School. We had lots of fun getting together and hearing
the important messages. We shared many photos on Facebook last week, so check them out if you haven’t
already!
Students shared their anti-bullying messages at assembly this morning.

DOG ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
To provide our school community with a safe environment whilst attending Wodonga Primary School, and to
ensure clarity in regards to having dogs on the school grounds, we remind parents that essentially the school
grounds is a dog-free environment.
Please take time to refresh the information contained within the policy before coming on-site.
EASTER HAT PARADE: Thursday April 1
Students are encouraged to create an Easter Hat at home with their family and bring it to school on the last
day of Term 1. We will be parading around the courtyard from 9:10 - 9:45am. However, as detailed above for
the year level assemblies, we are not permitted to open the parade to the general school community. We will
share some photos via our Facebook page later that day!

LAST DAY OF TERM 1: April 1
The last day of the school term will be Thursday April 1st, as Friday April 2nd is Good Friday. This kicks off our
term break with school resuming on April 20th for Term 2.

2021 SCHOOL COUNCIL
A reminder that our Annual General Meeting and first School Council meeting will be held tomorrow evening.
Make sure you touch base with any of our members to discuss whole school ideas or issues that may arise. We
will have their photos available (for identification) in an upcoming newsletter and on our website.

YEAR LEVEL ASSEMBLIES
Our upcoming Year Level assemblies will be held in the school’s PLC building on the following dates / times.
We are still not permitted to host assemblies with the general public in attendance, so we will be posting
award recipient photos on our Facebook page post assembly. Parents whose child will be receiving an award,
will be notified via Compass on Wednesday March 24th.
Date / Time

9.15am

Monday March 29

12.15pm

2.15pm

Year 3

Tuesday March 30

Year F

Year 1

Year 2

Wednesday March 31

Year 6

Year 5

Year 4

KIND STUDENT OF THE WEEK
This week’s KIND student is Lucy Cole from Mi4. Lucy was watching out
and supporting younger students in the yard last week. Well done Lucy!

BOGONG LEADERSHIP CAMP
The Rotary Club Bogong Leadership campers headed off last Friday
and returned to Wodonga last night. The camp offered activities and
experiences for students who demonstrate leadership potential in
order to further develop their understanding and skills in this area.
We had 8 students attend the camp along with teacher, Melisa
McInnes, and all reports suggest they had a fantastic time while
learning some leadership strategies.
See next week’s newsletter for a full student report.
LIBRARY BORROWING
This week is the last week of borrowing, as we would like all books returned to the Library prior to the holidays
starting next Thursday please.

Library Team
SPORTS BRIEF
Athletics: Over the last two weeks, our Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students have participated in their Athletics Carnivals.
During both Carnival days, it was wonderful to see our students challenging themselves in a variety of events,
supporting each other and most of all really enjoying being involved in physical activity.
While the battle for House Points was incredibly close over the two Carnivals, there can
only be one House Champion. This year the winning House is…….
Congratulations to the members of Mitchell House!
Age Champions will be announced at next Monday’s assembly!
Cross Country: Our annual WPS Cross Country will be occurring on Friday April 23rd this year (Week 1 of Term
2). The event is now available on Compass for families to consent and pay the small fee for students to
participate. It would be most appreciated if everyone could try and do this prior to the school holidays.
Further event details such as age group starting times will be made available closer to the event date.
AFL Development Manager Visit: Next Monday and Tuesday, March 29th and 30th, our local AFL Development
Manager and his team will be running engaging 30-minute activity sessions with every Year 1 and Year 2 class.
These sessions, while covering a large amount of curriculum outcomes, also create pathways for our younger
students to develop a love of physical activity and to possibly encourage their engagement in sport within our
community outside of school.
During lunchtime, the Development Team will setup some inflatables and will be running some fun games and
activities for all Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 students to enjoy if they choose to.
Further information regarding our local Auskick programs can be found in our Community News.

Blake Maxworthy, PE Coordinator

OLDEN DAYS DRESS-UP AND GAMES DAY: Year 1 – March 25th
The Year 1 students have been learning about ‘My Family – Then and Now’ during their Discovery unit.
Students have strengthened their connections to their family history through sharing items of historical
interest and stories from their families’ past. We have explored objects from the past and what families might
have used them for.
On Thursday March 25th, Year 1 students are invited to dress-up from any era stretching back as far as the
1850s. We will be exploring how children’s games have changed over time, and playing games from the past.
This will be an opportunity for students to go further with their learning about the unit and reflect on the
knowledge they have acquired along the way.
We understand that people might not have items of clothing at home, so we ask families don’t feel pressured
to purchase items to wear on the day. Students can wear their school uniform and still participate in the
planned activities.
Due to Covid 19 restrictions and DET guidelines there will not be an Olden Days Parade with parents onsite.
Rather the students will show their costumes throughout the day within their own year level. We will
hopefully have some great photos to share later on.

COMPASS EVENT NOTIFICATIONS
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base
Event / Activity

Event Date

Who

Information on Compass

Consent /
Payment
Due Date

Teach the Teacher

March 23

Student Leaders

Consent required

Expired

School Council AGM

March 23

Councillors

N/A – 6.00pm start

N/A

Olden Day Dress-Up

March 25

Year 1

Not required

N/A

Sumsion Gardens

March 31

Year Foundation

Consent & payment required $4.50

March 29

School Holidays

April 2 – 18 incl

Whole School

Enjoy the break!

Pupil Free Day

April 19

Whole School

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS – Staff Professional Development

First Day Term 2

April 20

Whole School

ALL students return to school for Term 2

Cross Country

April 23

Years 3-6

Details soon / Back-Up May 6th

April 21

Year 2 Excursion 1

May 13

Mi1/Mi2

Consent & payment required $35.00

May 1

Year 2 Excursion 2

May 14

Mi3/Mi4/Mi5/Mi6

Consent & payment required $35.00

May 1

