No. 4 ~ February 22, 2021
Engage Learning * Expand Minds

Welcome to Week 5,
It’s great to commence this week as normal as possible. Last week’s Circuit Breaker lockdown took us by
surprise, though it was great to see our community support the school and some of the practices and
experiences we learnt from last year, readied us for the sudden move to remote learning and on-site
supervision.
While the work we provided families in the short timeframe was “static”, learning from the home did occur!
When students returned to school on Thursday, so many students were keen to share their learning. Here are
a few examples of our students learning from home, a testament to the culture of our school.

MATTHEW LAVERICK - Year 6

Students were asked to
write an informative text scaffold

Get a piece of paper, a ruler and
a pencil. Use the ruler to draw
straight lines from one edge of
the page to the other. Draw
lines in all directions. Decorate
each shape with a pattern and
colour them in!

HAMISH COOPER - Year 3

Create a list of words that end
in the suffix:
-ness, eg. Happiness.
Try to think of at least 10
words!

KIND STUDENT OF THE WEEK
This week’s student who was caught being KIND in the yard, is Indiana Loveday from MI4. Indiana is new to
our school, so well done Indiana, it is fantastic that you have ‘caught’ onto our school values quickly.

TEACHER LED-CONFERENCES
Today, families would have received a Compass notification informing them that Compass bookings are now
open for Teacher-Led conferences. Please click on the “2021 Teacher Led Conferences” link on your Compass
Home page and book your appointment either before or after school on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday of
next week (March 1-3).
FOUNDATION PHOTOS: Tomorrow
Tomorrow, Tuesday 23rd February, Leading Image Photography will be at our school taking headshot photos of
all 2021 Foundation students for our database. This day was postponed from last week due the snap Covid-19
‘circuit breaker’ lockdown. The purpose of these photos is to ensure we have updated identification of all
students in Compass and other school programs. These photos are not available for parents to purchase,
however you will still be able to see your child’s photo on their Compass landing page. Later in the school
year, parents will have the opportunity to order “official school photos”.
Have a great week,

Damian Duncan, Principal

HOUSE COLOUR DAY
On Monday March 1st, students are encouraged to come
dressed in their House Colours. We will be holding our first
‘SQUADS’ cross year level get-together in the afternoon.
SQUADS bring students from all year levels together in
House aligned classes.
There is no cost to come dressed in your House Colour - just
lots of school pride and fun to be had! Checkout the posters
around the school, created by the student leaders.
House colours are * HUME * HOVELL * MITCHELL * HUON *

WELLBEING & ENGAGEMENT: NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING
In the coming weeks, the Wellbeing and Engagement team will be presenting at each week’s assembly in the
lead-up to the National Day of Action - Bullying NO WAY! and Harmony Day.
Each week, the information presented to students at assembly will be mirrored with information for
parents/carers in the newsletter. This gives you an opportunity to be able to engage in conversation with your
children about the messages being delivered, in particular about the important topics of harmony, getting
along with others, diversity and positive coping strategies to help deal with problem solving situations.
We encourage you all to have these conversations and if you need any further information or resources you
could access the following supports:
 The Guide to Support Services on the WPS website - (in the Family Support Information section under
the Parent Information tab)
 www.education.vic.gov.au/bullystoppers
 Kids Help Line - kidshelpline.com.au
Kind regards, The Wellbeing Team

STUDENT ENROLMENT INFORMATION
Over the next two weeks, parents will receive printouts of information held on our school databases for each
student. This information is private and confidential and is essential for communication purposes and the
wellbeing of each child.
We ask you to please check all information carefully, making changes as required, then sign and return the
forms to school (so we can make the adjustments). It is important that you sign and return the form
regardless of changes being made, so we know that the information we have is accurate.
Administration Team
DIVISION SWIMMING REPORT
Last Friday, the 19th February, 11 WPS students participated in the Division Swimming Carnival. All students
proudly represented our school, giving their very best effort in their events. We had some impressive results
during the carnival, with some students qualifying to participate at the upcoming Regional Swimming Carnival
in Shepparton.
Students who finished ‘top 3’ on the day were:






11 Yrs Boys Freestyle Relay – 1st: Ben Davey, Darcy Thorpe, Kye Linssen, Blake Maybury-Crowe
10 Yr Girls Backstroke: 1st - Ruby Cardwell
11 Yrs Boys Backstroke: 2nd - Ben Davey
11 Yrs Boys Breaststroke: 2nd - Ben Davey, 3rd – Darcy Thorpe
11 Yr Boys Freestyle: 3rd - Kye Linssen

Swimming Squad

Ruby

Relay: Ben, Darcy, Kye, Blake

SCHOOL SPORT VICTORIA: STATE TRIALS REGISTRATION
Today, our Year 5/6 families would have received a Compass notification regarding SSV (Sporting Schools
Victoria) nominations and registration processes. If you are interested in nominating your child/ren to
participate in the trial process, please read the documentation sent out or contact me at school for more
information.
Please be aware of the short timeline for registration this year and be prompt with your nomination, so I
receive it by February 25th, as I will be notifying all successful nominees that they are able to register this
Friday 26th February. Email: Blake.maxworthy@education.vic.gov.au

Blake Maxworthy, PE Coordinator

KABOOM! PERCUSSION @ WPS
On March 11th students in Years
Foundation, One, Two and Three will get
to experience a show by the amazing
Kaboom! Percussion.
The Kaboom! show will introduce
students to a range of musical concepts
that we will be building on in the Music
room this year. It will be heaps of fun.
The event costs $6.50 and is now live on
Compass for your consent and payment.

Aaron Silver, Music Coordinator

“MY BRAIN HELPS ME TO…..”
2021 creative art competition for Australian primary schools
As a primary school student, you are invited to create an artwork for the ‘Brain Dialogue” art competition.
You can use pens, pencil, crayon, textas or paint to create an artwork on an A4-sized piece of paper, showing
‘how your brain helps you’.
You can either:
1. Complete your creation at home in your own time and send it to the address/email listed on the Brain
Dialogue website
2. Bring your finished creation to the Wellbeing Team at WPS (Cherry Building) by Wednesday 31 March,
and we can send them in, OR
3. Create your design at school (in the Art room) during lunches (11.30-12pm) over the following days:
Tuesday 23/2, Thursday 25/2, Tuesday 2/3 and Thursday 4/3.
The competition will be judged by the ‘Brain Dialogue’ in three categories:
1. Category 1: Foundation and Year 1
2. Category 2: Years 2-4
3. Category 3: Year 5-6
There are great prizes for students and schools to win. The winning student
in each category will receive a special brain science prize pack.
For students who want WPS to send in their entry, ALL entries need to be
completed and brought to school by Wednesday 31 March, to allow for
postage before the closing date.
Artwork will not be returned. For more details about this competition visit
the Brain Dialogue website: https://www.cibf.edu.au/events/2021-art-competition
Please see the Wellbeing Team (Fiona, Mr Gordon or Erin) or Ms Wakefield (Art Teacher) if you would like any
further information.

CSEF: Camps, Sports, Excursions Fund
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips,
camps and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for
CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seekers and refugee families. The allowance is
paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit
of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is: $125 for primary school students.
TO APPLY: Complete a CSEF application form, available from the school office. We will need to photocopy your
Centrelink Card when you return the form.
If you applied for the CSEF at WPS in 2020, you do not need to complete an application form in 2021 unless
there has been a change in your family circumstances. You only need to complete an application form if any of
the following changes have occurred:



new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools in 2021 or you did not apply in
2020.
changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number,
or new siblings commencing at the school in 2021.

Any queries, please contact Faye at the school office on 6048 0300.

COMPASS EVENT NOTIFICATIONS
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base
Event / Activity

Event Date

Who

Information on Compass

Consent /
Payment
Due Date

Foundation Photos

TOMORROW

Year F

From 2pm tomorrow (headshots only)

N/A

Brass & Woodwind
Tuition

Term 1

Selected students

Consent & payment required $82.40

Overdue

Year 6 Polo Orders

Feb 26

Year 6

Return your polo with payment by Feb 26th

Extended

Kaboom!

March 11

Years F/1/2/3

Consent & payment required $6.50

March 9

Slow Food Program

Various

Year 3

Consent & payment required $150.00

April 1

