
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Week 7  

As another school year draws close to a conclusion (with only 5 weeks left), the Leadership team is looking to 
finish the year successfully while also ensuring we have a successful start to the 2020 school year. There are a 
number of improvements on the horizon for our school in 2020 which will further enhance the teaching and 
learning, as well as the environment of our school.  

1. The creation of two student support roles. In 2020, we will have two “Equity Support Teachers” working 
in classrooms ensuring all students are making progress. This initiative is to align our practices with the 
Equity Support funding our school receives. The positions will be split, Years F-2 and Years 3-6, with some 
room for cross-over depending on our data. The staff members in these roles will be announced in the 
final week of school along with student/teacher placements on December 16. 

2. The creation of an Engagement Support teacher role. This role is to support students who, through 
various reasons, are challenged to stay engaged In their learning in the classroom. The role is primarily 
initiated to respond to behavioural demands as well as acute circumstances which make learning difficult 
for some students to connect to.  

3. Through feedback from our community and staff, we are renaming two year level buildings as we had 
three year level buildings all starting with the letter “H” (Hume, Hovell and Huon) which caused confusion 
for some. We are therefore renaming ‘Hovell’ to ‘Elgin’ and ‘Hume’ to ‘Osburn’. These year level 
classroom assignments will not change in the future and are as follows… 
 

 Foundation: Cherry Building 

 Year One: Brockley Building 

 Year Two: Mitchell Building 

 Year Three: Osburn Portables 

 Year Four: Huon Portables 

 Year Five: Elgin Portables 

 Year Six: Wilson Building 
 

A map will be provided to families along with their 2020 student placement communication on Monday 
December 16th.  

4. The courtyard toilets are being upgraded in 2020. This has been an ongoing project for our school, as it 
has taken some time to receive approval to change the infrastructure for a project of this magnitude, 
within a government building. The toilets will be gutted to create uni-sex cubicle style toilets which don’t 
have areas that are hard to supervise or keep clean. Additionally, the handwashing facilities will be 
improved and sustainable. We will keep you posted on the timeline for this project as it may overlap into 
a school term next year.  
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TERM 4 YEAR LEVEL ASSEMBLIES 

It might be helpful to put these dates into your calendars now. All year level assemblies will be held in the PLC. 
Please enter via Wilson Street.  

Thursday December 12th  Friday December 13th 

9.15am Year 5 9.15am Year 1 

12.15pm Year 2 12.15pm Year 3 

2.15pm Year 4 2.15pm Foundation 

* Year 6 year level assembly is combined with Graduation on December 5th. 

 

END OF YEAR:  Key Events 

Year 6 Graduation: Thursday 5th December at The Cube, Wodonga 
Our Year 6 Graduation will again be held at The Cube, Wodonga. All information is being communicated to Year 6 
families directly through Compass, please make sure you note down the deadlines in regards to consent and 
payment etc. 

 

Awards Ceremony: Friday 6th December in the WPS Ariel Centre 
This event celebrates and acknowledges students from across our school in the following areas.  

o The Academic Award recognizes students who have high expectations and an ambition to achieve.  
o The Endeavour Award recognizes students who have a desire to learn and challenge their learning 
o The Citizenship Award recognizes students who promote a sense of community and inclusion for all. 

If your child is chosen to receive an award, you will be sent a personal invitation. We ask families to keep this 
information confidential (especially to your child) in order to make the event a special occasion. There will be two 
ceremonies, Years F-2 at 9:15am and Years 3-6 at 10:20am. 

Christmas Concert: Monday 16th December on the WPS Brockley Street Oval   
Our annual Christmas celebration and performances will once again be held on the back of a truck! This night is a 
tradition for our school, where families share in a picnic dinner together in a low-key setting on the oval. Families 
can choose to bring their own picnic or purchase items from our BBQ while enjoying the performance of students. 
The evening kicks off at 6.00pm and is open to all current and future WPS families.  

 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY: NO SCHOOL – FRIDAY NOVEMBER 29 

The Wodonga Federation of Government Schools 
support and adhere to the Wodonga City 
Council’s Public holiday being held on Friday 
November 29th for the Wodonga Cup.  

Please note, the school and TheirCare will be 
closed. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

BAKE SALE: Fundraiser 

November is recognised as Lung Cancer month in Australia and four 
of our students have planned a fundraiser at school for this worthy 
charity.  

With the help of our student leaders, these students are running a 
bake sale fundraiser on Wednesday 27th November at recess. 
Cookies, cup-cakes and candy rum-balls will be on sale in the courtyard.  

Prices will range from $1 to $2, pop the date in your calendar! 

 
 

KIND Student of the Week 

This week’s KIND Kid is Parker Taylor. 

We are so pleased to see students of our school being kind to each other. 
We look forward to kindness being reciprocated to Parker in our yard over 
the coming weeks. Well done….. 

 

 

Have a great week,  

Damian Duncan, Principal 

 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 

Our annual Christmas Hamper raffle preparation is underway. And, in order to create 
some wonderful baskets of goodies as prizes, we ask that families please donate “a little 
something” to go in the baskets.   
Baskets will be allocated to year levels and they will be taken around to classrooms to be 
filled with your donations. Please see the attached flyer for more details as each year 
level has a focussed Christmas item.  

The raffle will be drawn at our Christmas Concert on December 16.   
 

MATHLETICS 2020 

A School Council Taskforce has been working throughout 2019 to make an informed decision around the future 
use of the Mathletics program at Wodonga Primary. A decision has been made to cancel our school subscription 
to Mathletics from the end of 2019.  

This decision was made due to many factors including: 
 A strong shift in whole school pedagogy in Maths 
 Feedback from parents 
 Mathletics usage data 
 The introduction of Essential Assessment and its ability to deliver the same experience as Mathletics. 

Those who would like to continue with Mathletics can still purchase the program privately through Mathletics. 
The removal of Mathletics will have an impact on 2020 parent contributions which will be communicated at a 
later date.  

 James Harris 



 

 

 

FOUNDATION 2020 TRANSITION 

Our 2020 Foundation Buddies have been busy completing their training program which has given them time to 
explore their roles and responsibilities of being a Buddy, as well as learning strategies and support ideas for our 
2020 Foundation students.  

This week, we are very excited to see the start of our formal preschool to school transition program. Tomorrow, 
our future Foundation students and their families will join us at 12.15pm for lunch and play on the Brockley Street 
oval.  The buddies will join us with our yard activities ensuring we become familiar with the activities in the yard 
and make appropriate play choices at school.  We look forward to meeting all our new families tomorrow. Don’t 
forget to bring your lunch and broad brimmed hat! 

The transition program continues over the coming weeks. The schedule is attached to today’s newsletter. 

Christine Forrest 
 

WALK TO SCHOOL: Wednesday November 20 

Wednesday 20th November marks the end of our Walk to School month. We would love to see as many families 
as possible walking, riding or scooting to school. 

Remember - you don’t have to walk the whole way! Drive and park close to one of the designated drop-off points 
and walk the rest of the way (we have attached the map to remind you of safe drop points). 

Fresh fruit will be available in the school’s courtyard from 8.30 - 8.50am on Wednesday and children are 
reminded to record their names for a Walk to School sticker. 

Thanks for your support, 

Allicia Hayes & Amy Hill- Health Teachers 

 

2020 CAMPS: All deposits due by December 19th 2019 

Families in our current Years 3, 4 and 5 have been sent Compass notifications outlining the dates, times and 
locations for the 2020 camps program. Parents are required to pay a deposit in order for the school to secure 
buses, catering and bookings for the camps.  

Parents with residual CSEF credit, will need to contact the office to have your credit allocated to the deposit. If 
you are unsure, please contact Faye or Chantal to enquire.   

2020 Year 4 Camp, Great Aussie Retreat    March 5th & 6th 2020  $50 deposit 
2020 Year 5 Camp, Borambola Sports & Recreation Centre  March 2nd, 3rd & 4th 2020 $50 deposit 
2020 Year 6 Camp, Canberra     March 2nd, 3rd & 4th 2020 $75 deposit  
 

2020 STATIONERY PACKS 

Over the coming weeks, all Foundation to Year 5 students will receive their stationery pack order forms and 
details regarding essential item costs. We will be running a similar process as this year.  

There are three options available to families for stationery packs: 

1. Order and Pay in 2019: You will be able to collect your 
child’s stationery pack directly from our provider, Office 
Choice Albury Wodonga. Uncollected packs will be 
available from the classroom on your child’s first day of 
school. 

2. Order in 2019, pay in 2020: Your child’s pack will be 
delivered to the classroom in readiness for your child’s 
first day of school. 



 

 

 

3. Source your Own Pack*: If you wish to source your child’s stationery pack, you must notify the school 
office. 

*If you are sourcing your own pack - please ensure you are purchasing exercise books with the correct size 
and line markings and correct sizes of pencils etc. Teachers have made these selections based on item 
quality and children’s development and fine motor skills to establish correct writing techniques. 

If families are experiencing financial difficulty, please call and book in a time to see our Business Manager, 
Chantal, to access support. 

 

REMINDERS 
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass 
Consent / 
Payment 
Due Date 

CSU Animal Habitats Nov 22 BR1 / BR6 Consent & payment required $7.50 20/11 

Wacky Instruments Nov 26-28 Year 4/5/6 Payment required $8.50 25/11 

Wodonga Cup Nov 29 Whole School Public Holiday – NO Club 37  

Graduation  Dec 4 Year 6 Consent & payment required $17.00 3/12 

Pool Party Dec 16 Year 6 Details out soon!  $11.50 13/12 

2020 Yr 4 Camp March 2020 Current Year 3s Deposit required $50.00 19/12 

2020 Yr 5 Camp March 2020 Current Year 4s Deposit required $50.00 19/12 

2020 Yr 6 Camp March 2020 Current Year 5s Deposit required $75.00 19/12 

Last Day Term 4 Dec 20 Whole School Early finish, 2pm  

https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1912
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1871
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=2155
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=2162
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=2160
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=2159


 

Our annual Christmas Hamper raffle is underway.  

The raffle will be drawn at our Christmas Concert on 
December 16. 

 

 

 Baskets will be allocated to year levels and they will take them around to 
classrooms to be filled with your donations. 

 

We would gratefully appreciate any donations for the Christmas baskets  

based on the themes below. 

 

 

 

 

Some examples of Christmas items you could include are: 

 Year F:  something to eat/drink (shortbread, chocolates, nuts, wine, puddings, cake) 

 Year 1:  something to wear (aprons, tshirts, earrings, headwear, bows, badges) 

 Year 2:  something festive (Tinsel, plates, baubles, ornaments) 

 Year 3:  something to decorate (tableware, table cloths, serviettes, candles) 

 Year 4:  something to do (colouring books, puzzles, craft, gift cards, stationery) 

 Year 5:  something that’s fun (bon bons, games, face paints) 

 Year 6:  any of the above 

 

Please send in your donations by Thursday December 12th  
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Walk, ride or scoot and build healthy habits for life.
Walk to School 2019

Tips for walking to school
Walk together
Walking can be a great way to get active as a family 
- so everybody benefits!

Just walk part way
If you live too far away, drive to the start of one of 
the marked routes. This avoids the hassle of parking 
near the school.

Build up road safety knowledge
Teach your children road safety and navigation skills 
by riding or walking around your neighbourhood.

Find some walking buddies
Chat with other families about setting up buddy 
groups of older children who can walk together.

Mix it up
Riding a bike or scooter is great exercise too!

Meet our community partner
Walk to School 2019 is proudly supported by our 
Official Community Partner, AFL Players.

Plan your walk
1.   The map shows walking routes to your school. 

Each route has footpath markers to show the way.

2.  Find the walking route closest to your home.

3.   Discuss together the best walking route for you. It 
might follow the marked route or go another way.

4.   If your home is beyond the area shown, either 
walk or drive to the start of the marked route and 
go from there.

5.   Set an alarm for when you need to leave home 
for a leisurely walk to school.

6.   Make your lunch and pack your bag the night 
before.

7.   Check the weather forecast so you’re prepared 
with a warm coat, sun hat or umbrella.

8.  What else do you need to walk to school?

Visit walktoschool.vic.gov.au  
for more maps and resources

Official community partner:

P-PA-758



 

    
Wodonga
Primary School

 800m
Pedestrian  
crossing  
with lights

Supervised  
children’s  
crossing

Pedestrian 
crossing bus stop drop off points900m 600m

Please note that you will have to check the times and routes for the buses. 
All marked supervised crossings are operated traffic lights.

Route A - 800m
Drop off along Thomas Mitchell Dr near 
Bluey’s Hunting and Fishing. Walk along 
footpath and turn left down Brockley St. 
Continue along the road then turn left 
down Mitchell St until you reach the school.

Route B - 900m
Drop off near Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 
Walk towards the school along Beechworth Rd. 
Turn right along Wilson St, continue and cross 
as the supervised crossing. Continue walking 
up Mitchell St until you reach the school.

Route C - 600m
Drop off near RBR Party Hire, cross the road 
at the supervised crossing and continue 
down Mitchell St. Use the supervised 
crossings until you reach the school.
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