
 

 

 

 

Welcome to Week 10 Families and Caregivers,  

 
As this is the last week of the Term, I would like to commence the newsletter with a message of gratitude to 
our community. Admittedly, it has been a tough term once again and the challenges the school faced during 
the COVID restrictions definitely put us in The PIT. With the wonderful team of staff here at Wodonga Primary 
School, and the huge support from our community, we have weathered the storm.  

I wish our families a wonderful break from schooling and the challenges that learning from home placed on 
families. Reflecting on the Google Classroom work, the Google meets video conferencing and the weekly 
whole school video Assembly - students, parents and teachers have really achieved a lot! We look forward to 
Week 2 of next Term where we can commence “regular” schooling for all students of Wodonga Primary.  

Additionally, a huge thank you to the anonymous families who have sent flowers, words of encouragement 
and sentiment such as this letter I received today…  

 
Morning Damian, 

I wanted to extend a heartfelt thankyou to you and your staff for all the hard work and support you 
have offered over this term as we have collectively navigated an extremely challenging time. 

We have been so grateful for the genuine care, encouragement and enthusiasm you have shown to 
our children as it has offered them great reassurance kept them engaged in their learning. 

Both my children are proud members of WPS and love coming to school. 

Have a great day. 
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A reminder that the following is critical information for families…. 

 WEEK 1* TERM 4:  OCTOBER 5th–9th 
Remote and flexible learning will continue for all students, in rural and regional Victoria. 

* on-site learning during this week is available to families. For families meeting the requirements,  
please continue to use the current process via our website. 

 

WEEK 2** TERM 4: OCTOBER 12th  
All students (from Foundation to Year 6) return to full-time on-site schooling on  

Monday October 12th commencing at 9.00am. 

** More details in our next newsletter. 

 

Wodonga Primary School’s Term 4 Priorities 

The following priorities for students and staff is core to our work next Term.  

Priority 1 – Wellbeing and Equity 

The wellbeing, and particularly the mental health, of every student and member of staff is the highest priority. 
We aim to sustain motivation for learning, re-engaging students and families where needed, and supporting 
the social and emotional learning of children and young people, alongside curriculum-based learning. 

Priority 2 – Learning and Excellence 

Some students have been better able to progress in their learning in the remote and flexible learning 
environment, others have maintained their rate of progress, and some have, despite their best efforts and 
those of their families and teachers, not progressed in their learning. We will continue to strive to meet all 
students at their point of need – both to support those who have not progressed in their learning to catch-up, 
and those who have progressed to continue to extend and stretch their learning. Literacy and Numeracy 
across the curriculum remain a focus, with our school also adapting our teaching and learning program in Term 
4 to be responsive to student needs. 

Priority 3 – Transitions 

Term 4 is a critical period, particularly for the children moving from pre-school into Foundation, and from 
Grade 6 into Year 7. A key focus of Term 4 will be to make every effort to ensure each of these end-of-year and 
beginning-of-year transitions occur as successfully as possible. For our school, this includes finding contextually 
appropriate ways to conduct orientations and end-of-year celebrations while ensuring transition information 
captures additional details as necessary. More information on this next Term.  

Damian Duncan, Principal 

 

 
STUDENT LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES - 2021 

Early in Term 4, we will be running the process for 
appointing students to leadership positions for 2021. The 
available positions are: Student Leaders, Foundation 
Buddies, Slow Food Mentors, Friends of the Library, and 
FROGS Helpers. All positions will be determined at the 
same time using a single process. 

For detailed information, follow the link to “The 
Wodonga Primary School Student Leadership - Process 
for Application and Appointment” on the school website. 
We encourage students in Years 4 and 5 to consider their 
interest in any leadership positions over the holidays, in 
preparation for the selection process beginning in Week 
2 of Term 4. 

http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/school-council--student-leaders.html


 

 

 

FUTURE ASPIRATIONS!  Wednesday September 16 

Holding an end of Term Future Aspirations Dress-Up Day is the initiative of the Student Leadership.  

We hope you enjoy your last Wellness Wednesday for the Term and enjoy getting dressed up just for fun. 

Student Leaders 
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS:  November 2 & 3 

Our school photo days have been confirmed as Monday November 2nd & Tuesday November 3rd. All pre-paid 
money will be honoured and distributed codes will remain the same. Please hunt out your photo envelopes / 
receipts as every student must have an envelope to present to the photographer on the day. If you’ve 
misplaced yours, we will have spares available after the resumption of school.  

 

Write Wodonga 

Well, it’s happening! Write Wodonga is going full steam ahead at Wodonga Primary in Term 4. 

We have been fortunate enough to secure the author, Chris Collins to do some virtual workshops with all of 
our students. This will occur in Week 1. Your child will be involved in a 1-hour ZOOM interactive workshop. We 
will send out clear communication on how to access this workshop for Week 1. There is a two-page document 
at the end of the newsletter for each year level, this will need to be printed in preparation for the workshop. 
The year levels are labelled. 

The publishing of the books will look a bit different to previous years. We have invested in a binding machine 
that will thermal bind all of the student’s work into an individual book. All students will have an A4 Write 
Wodonga book this year. 

We are excited to showcase the wonderful work that all of our students have put into their Writing throughout 
2020 despite its craziness. 

Alisha Watson, Write Wodonga Coordinator 
 

  



 

 

 

MANAGING THE CORONACOASTER: Tuesday September 15th 7.30-8.30pm 
Tune into this free webinar for tips on building resilient families in the coronavirus era. 
  
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg’s webinar, Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient families in the 
coronavirus era, gives families practical skills, knowledge and strategies for managing the lockdown period and 
remote learning. 
The Department of Education has engaged Dr Carr-Gregg to present a repeat edition of Managing the 
Coronacoaster, after his August webinar booked out in three days. 

When: 7:30pm, Tuesday 15 September 
Duration: 45-minute presentation, followed by a 15-minute question-and-answer session 
Format: online via live stream 
Cost: free 

 
Please register at this link:  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-
resilient-families-registration-117927100131 
 
Please note that this event will be delivered live only and won't be recorded. 
 

RAISING LEARNERS PODCAST 

The Department of Education and Training has funded a 10-episode podcast series through the Raising 
Children Network called ‘Raising Learners’. It features parenting experts from organisations including the 
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Career Education Association Victoria, as well as the Australian eSafety 
Commissioner, Julie Inman-Grant. 

Raising Learners provides parents with practical advice, tips and ideas for supporting children’s health, 
wellbeing and engagement at school and at home. Topics include how to connect with your child’s school and 
community, how to best support your child’s learning, what to expect for VCE and VCAL students and how to 
keep your child safe online. 

These topics were drawn from common questions that parents raised with the Department’s coronavirus 
(COVID-19) hotline and Parentline. 

The first three episodes will be available on 1 September, and the rest throughout Terms 3 and 4. Raising 
Learners can be accessed via podcast apps and Raising Children Network website. 
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/podcasts-and-webinars/podcasts 

Fiona Stanley, Wellbeing Team 

 
 

  

EVENT NOTIFICATIONS 
Stay up-to-date with Events & Activities – using Compass as your information base! 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass Due Date 

Last Day Term 3 September 18 Whole School 2.30pm Finish 

Remote & Flexible Learning October 5-9 Whole School Due to Covid-19 Step 3 guidelines 

Write Wodonga October 5-9 Whole School Via Zoom – author workshops 

Term 4 Onsite return October 12 Whole School Return to Onsite Learning for ALL STUDENTS 

School Photos (new date) November 2 & 3 Whole School Due to Covid-19 Step 3 guidelines Nov 2 

Forensic Science Incursion Postponed  Years 5 & 6 To be re-scheduled in Term 4 TBA 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration-117927100131
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration-117927100131
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration-117927100131
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration-117927100131
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/podcasts-and-webinars/podcasts
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/podcasts-and-webinars/podcasts
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Prep/Year 1 
Funky Finds a Friend 

 
Although Funky Chicken could be slightly annoying on occasions, he was a very 
friendly chook. In fact, he was so friendly, that one day he decided it was time to 
go on an adventure to find a friend.  

1. Where did he look to find some friends? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

2. Who did he find? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

3. What did they like about Funky Chicken? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

4. What was something fun they did together? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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Prep/Year 1 - Page 2 

ILLUSTRATION 
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Year 2/3 - Page 1 

The Big Bug Holiday 
 

Chapter 1 
 

Doug the Bug had been planning his big holiday all year.  Finally, the 

bug…er... big day was here. With his best friends, Dave the Dung 

Beetle and Mary Mantis, they were off to the most amazing theme park 
ever. BUG WORLD!!  
Right from the start though, things began to go HORRIBLY wrong! 
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Year 4  
Chapter 1 

 
‘Oh no, not again.’  
I don’t know how many times my mother had said these words because 
of something I’d done, but I do know that if I’d had a chocolate every 
time she’d said it, I’d be a walking Mars Bar. 
I am the clumsiest person on the planet and that is a fact. This time I’d 
tried to manage the simple task of taking my breakfast cereal from the 
bench to the kitchen table, but instead, tripped over and dropped the 
lot on Eric’s head. He didn’t mind one bit and ate the whole lot, 
cleaning the floor quite nicely in the process. I should point out that Eric 
is our pet Labrador. 
Anyway, this story isn’t about cornflakes or black Labradors. It’s about 
the most super mega clumsy accident in all the history of super mega 
clumsy accidents. 
It all began at school camp. 
 

Chapter 2 
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Year 5/6 Page 1 
Chapter 1 

 
‘Mum, Dad, Jamie, I’m home!’  
I raced through the front door and into the kitchen, where I knew there 
would be a cold drink and a banana waiting for me (which I call ‘the 
arvo usual’). But there was no ‘usual’ on the bench. In fact, what I saw 
that day in the kitchen was decidedly un-usual. 
I woke on the floor, with my parents kneeling beside me. ‘Are you ok 
Alex?’ Mum asked gently. ‘We should have said something’, said Dad. 
‘Alex has always been the sensitive one’. 
This couldn’t be happening. Not to me. But it was happening. My life 
was about to change forever and there was nothing I could do about it. 
My sister, my twin sister, had turned into… 
An insect! 
 

Chapter 2 
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