No. 23 ~ August 23, 2021
Engage Learning * Expand Minds

Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Firstly, we are once again chartering uncertain times in our society and we
know that it is taking its toll. Our students, our parents/caregivers, our staff
at school and myself are challenged and feel the stress of the upheavals
caused by repetitive lockdowns. Please be KIND to self and others around
you. Our Wellbeing Website has a comprehensive list of services if you need
them.
The following information was provided to me late last night to share with you all.
Yesterday, we put out as much information as we could, however today’s information are the directives to all
schools in Regional Victoria from the Department of Education.
Due to the ongoing level of community transmission of coronavirus in Victoria, the Victorian Government
announced changes to current restrictions across Victoria until 11.59pm, Thursday 2 September.
Today, Wodonga Primary School and regional schools moved back to remote and flexible learning, which
means all students at our school will learn from home, until Thursday 2 September inclusive. There was no
remote and flexible learning provided today as teachers needed time to prepare for the transition to remote
learning.
To help slow the spread of the virus, we need your support in complying with the new strengthened
restrictions to help our public health team to get ahead of this virus.
We request parents, carers and families continue to do the right thing by following all health directives. This
includes making careful and supportive choices about accessing on-site supervision at school.

ONSITE SUPERVISION
From Monday 23 August, under the new strengthened restrictions in place across Victoria, an Authorised
Worker Permit will be required for authorised workers to attend a workplace.
This also means that from Monday, parents and carers can only request on-site supervision at school for their
child/ren in the below categories.
Category A
Children where both parents and or carers are considered authorised workers who cannot work from home,
work for an authorised provider and where no other supervision arrangements can be made.

Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers, working outside the home in order for
their children to be eligible for on-site provision at school.
For single parents/ carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the home in order for their children
to be eligible for on-site provision at school.
Parents and carers who are authorised workers will need an authorised worker permit from their employers to
access on-site supervision for their child/ren in Category A.

For those requesting on-site learning under Category A, a copy of your authorised worker permit or permits
must be submitted to our school as soon as practicable after it is issued.
Category B
Children experiencing vulnerability, including:

•

in out-of-home care

•

deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence service, and
assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home

•

identified by a school or early childhood service as vulnerable, (including via referral from a
government agency, or funded family or family violence service, homeless or youth justice
service or mental health or other health service)

•

where a parent/carer indicates that a student with a disability is vulnerable because they
cannot learn from home, and/or informs the school the student is vulnerable due to family
stress, the school must provide on-site supervision for that student. This may apply to students
enrolled in specialist schools and students with a disability enrolled in mainstream schools.

An authorised worker permit is not required for accessing on-site supervision under Category B.
When a permit is not required
In rare circumstances, a parent/carer does not need a worker permit. This includes law enforcement,
emergency services or health care workers who carry employer-issued photographic identification. More
information is available at Authorised provider and authorised worker permit.

Face Masks
Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the following requirements for wearing a face mask
apply to all schools.

It is now recommended primary-school-age children wear masks while indoors and outdoors, except when in
the home or when an exception applies. However, it is not mandatory.
School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or older must always wear a face mask indoors and
outdoors at school, including when attending an Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) program, unless a lawful
exception applies. This includes while travelling to and from school on public transport and when in taxis or
ride-share vehicles.
For communication purposes, teachers and education support staff are not required to wear face masks while
teaching, but it is recommended that they wear face masks while teaching wherever practicable.
Support Resources

I know this may well be a challenging time. There are supports available, which include:
•
•
•
•
•

headspace
Student Mental Health and Wellbeing resources for advice
Advice for students about how to adapt during COVID-19
Resources for learning from home
Translated resources for learning from home.

Vaccinations

As part of the phased COVID-19 vaccination rollout, more Victorian parents, carers, and students are now able
to receive COVID-19 vaccines.
With more appointments now available over the next two weeks, we encourage you to book your vaccine
through Victorian Government’s COVID-19 vaccine online booking system.
For more information about eligibility, refer to coronavirus.vic.gov.au or use the Australian Government’s
COVID-19 vaccine eligibility checker.

I trust our school community will ensure we do the right thing at this time, by complying with the restrictions
in place and making careful and supportive decisions that limit movement through the community.
Thank you again, for supporting your child’s learning during this time.

REMOTE LEARNING
We have spent today reviewing our school’s approach to remote and flexible learning for Lockdown 7.0. You
will receive communication from your child’s year level, however the following is a summary of what to
expect…
1. Google Meets at 9:30am every morning. Children “Check-In” by saying good morning to their teacher.
This is how the school checks attendance. Please ensure your child/ren do this each day.
2. Teachers will continue to upload work to the Google Classroom platform in the areas of Reading,
Writing and Numeracy. Your child will also have additional Specialist activities available and a
Wellbeing tab that directs students to the Wellbeing Website.
3. Classroom teachers will recommence the provision of additional MEETS through small group lessons.
This will be a similar process to last year where the classroom teacher will allocate a specific day and
time where your child will be able to log-on through Google classroom and engage with a small group
of students in a teaching group to support their learning. Your classroom teacher will be in
communication with additional information about this.
4. Students are encouraged to participate in at least 30-minutes a day of physical activity. You will find
some activities in the Specialists tab on Google Classroom and also on the Wellbeing website
5. The 1.00pm Google Meet will be replaced with the scheduled small group learning MEETS timetable
instead.
WELLNESS WEDNESDAY
Google Meets will still occur at 9.30am, then students will be directed to the Wellbeing website to choose
their own adventure and select tasks that support their wellbeing and engagement for the day. This will
commence during the week of August 30th.
FATHER’S DAY STALL
We are proceeding with our Father’s Day stall, if we come out of Lockdown. Originally, we scheduled the stall
for September 1st, but will now run the stall on Friday September 3rd. Unfortunately, this will mean that if the
Lockdown isn’t lifted at midnight on Sept 2nd, we will miss the opportunity to host the stall this year.
We will be adhering to the restrictions of parents onsite once we know what they are, so at this point in time,
we are planning on parents setting up the stall outside of school hours and staff running the stall during
learning time. Thanks for your patience and support with this, stay tuned!

Have a great week,

Damian Duncan, Principal

COMFORT BEARS: donation
Wodonga PS has received two bags of knitted teddy bears from the NE Action Group. These bears are
designed to support and comfort children who experience a distressing event whilst at school.
It was a very beautiful act of kindness from the NE Action Group which is a trait we are trying to promote in
students, families and staff at the moment.
THANK YOU!

2022 FOUNDATION ENROLMENTS
2022 Acceptance Letters were posted to parents on Friday August 20th. These should “land” in letterboxes
over the coming days. Please allow time for all mail to be distributed by Australia Post before contacting the
school to check your correct address is on our system.

Christine Forrest, Foundation Transition Coordinator
PE UPDATE
Water Safety Update: Unfortunately the Water Safety sessions for Week 7 and 8 have had to be cancelled.
Due to program providers being fully booked these sessions will not be able to be made up.
If our booking dates in Week 9 are to go ahead, I will be prioritising our two remaining Foundation and Year 1
classes who have not participated in the program. If lockdown is extended, I will do my best to reschedule
these two classes, however that may be untenable.
Therefore, it is very disappointing that our Year 2 students will not be participating in the program this year.
Any funds paid toward the program will be credited to student accounts. If you have any questions regarding
this please contact Faye in our administration team.
Hoop Time Update: Unfortunately, the 2021 Hoop Time competition that was postponed here in Wodonga
has officially been cancelled. All students who had paid for the event will have their account credited. If you
would like a refund, please contact Faye or Jamie in our administration team to arrange this.
District Athletics Update: The 2021 District Athletics Carnival has been cancelled. This is very disappointing
after the successful students excitedly selected their events to compete in on Friday. We are fortunate that the
Compass Event had not been published yet and there are no administrative challenges with this event’s
cancellation.
Sporting Schools Programs Update:
• I will be rescheduling our MyGolf program for the Year 6 Cohort upon our return to on-site schooling.
• Our Cricket Blast and ‘Batter-Up’ programs will also recommence during PE sessions.
• Our Mascot Challenge is flexible with its delivery so our F-2 classes will pick-up the challenge right
where they left off. At this stage the challenge will flow into Term 4 and will see our students bringing
home their ball and completion certificate a bit later than expected.
Please look at next week’s PE activities that will provide some activity ideas to keep these programs alive at
home.

Blake Maxworthy, PE Coordinator
SCHOOL PHOTOS: September 7th & 8th
At this stage, we are still anticipating the school photographers being able to visit for our official school photo
days on September 7th & 8th, pending further Covid restrictions.
We will communicate any changes if things change after Sept 2nd.LIBRARY
NEWS

SUNSHINE WALK - JOIN THE TEAM
We have created a Wodonga Primary School team to participate in the Sunshine Walk
for the Albury Wodonga Cancer Centre Trust. The walk is on November 7thand you can
choose to walk 5, 10 or 20km. As a team we are hoping for most team members to
commit to the 10km walk. You can use the link below to join our team and register to
walk or to make a donation towards the team’s fundraising goal. You can register as an
individual or as a family, students must be accompanied by an adult as staff will not be
supervising students at the walk. Individuals or families set their personal fundraising goal that adds to the
team total. Go WPS!
https://give.awcancertrust.org.au/join/WodongaPrimarySchool

Defence School Mentor program
Wodonga Primary School offers the Defence School Mentor (DSM) Program which provides
support to children of Australian Defence Force (ADF) members and their families,
particularly during transition into and out of a school on posting, or during parental absences
due to deployment exercises or courses. The position is funded by the Department of
Defence through the Defence Member and Family Support (DMFS).
Anna-Clare Makin is the DSM at Wodonga Primary School. She works 10 hours per week at
the school. The DSM’s duties MAY include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assisting ADF parents and children to become familiar with the school and its
facilities;
Coordinating appropriate welcoming and farewelling activities for ADF children
involving the school community;
Supporting children at school during times of parental absence from home for service
requirements;
helping children to develop self-confidence, self-reliance and resilience;
Monitoring ADF children's personal issues such as friendship, peer groups and
classroom difficulties;
Contributing items of interest to the school newsletter; or
Maintaining contact with ADF families who are enrolled in the school.

The overall purpose of the DSM program is the facilitation of the best possible educational
outcome for dependents of ADF members by providing on-site, direct and flexible assistance
to children, parents, teachers and other support services.
Anna-Clare works on Monday and Tuesday between 9 am and 2pm and can be contacted by
email at anna-clare.makin@education.vic.gov.au or via the school office on 02 6048 0300.

Defence Kids club
Kids Club operates 1 day per week (Tuesday lunch time). It provides an opportunity for
children to spend some of their lunchtime playing games, colouring-in, or making craft items.
Whilst the club is primarily provided for Defence children, it is open to the entire school. The
ADF teddy is part of the club and is looked after by one Defence child each week. If the child
wishes to, he/she can write about their adventures in the accompanying scrapbook.

Deployment and exercises
It is helpful if Defence families inform the DSM and their child's class teacher if a parent is to
be deployed on exercises or other training. This enables the school to best support your child
during a potentially stressful time.

Educational assistance scheme
If your child experiences educational disruption as a result of a posting, reimbursement may
be provided for tuition for primary and secondary children within the first 18 months of

enrolment at the new school. Please contact Anna or visit the DMFS website
at https://www.defence.gov.au/members-families/ for further details.
You can also contact your Regional Education Liaison Officer (REDLO), who can provide
information on the full range of services which are covered by the EAS. The REDLO for
Wodonga is Aileen Kris and she can be contacted by email on aileen.kris@defence.gov.au.
.

Helpful links
Defence Members and Family Support (DMFS):
Defence Member and Family Support (DMFS) offers a broad range of programs and services
to help Defence families make the most of the challenges and opportunities provided by the
military way of life. Visit the DMFS website at https://www.defence.gov.au/membersfamilies/ to find out more information on the range of services provided.
The best way to access any of these services is to contact the all-hours Defence Family
Helpline on memberandfamilyhelpline@defence.gov.au or 1800 624 608.

Defence Family Helpline:
The Defence Member and Family Helpline is the first port of call for Defence families seeking
information or access to DMFS's range of support services. The Helpline is staffed by qualified
human services professionals including social workers and psychologists, who can provide
you with assessment, assistance, advice or referral depending on your needs.
The Helpline operates 24/7 and can be accessed by phone on 1800 624 608or by email at
memberandfamilyhelpline@defence.gov.au . Emails will receive a response within 24 hours.

Regional Education Liaison Officer (REDLO):
Regional Education Liaison Officers, or REDLOs, are qualified and experienced teachers who
are able to provide specialised information and educational support to ADF families when
they re-locate.
The REDLO for Wodonga is Aileen Kris and she can be contacted by email on
aileen.kris@defence.gov.au.

Links not working? Copy and paste into your browser:
https://events.butterfy.org.au/portal

Kind

Kind

Wodonga Primary School
Hours of operation: 7:00 am - 6:00 pm
Call us on: 0499 012 478
Service Address: Brockley St & Mitchell Street, WODONGA VIC
3690

Super Excursion

Excursion

Incursion / Special Activity

In House Fun

Unseen Worlds - Monday 20 September
We're off to explore life on unseen worlds, where we will
use our imagination and create our own aliens and the
planets where they live. While we are out on our journey,
we will prepare postcards to send back home and dodge
asteroids in our dodgeball game.

As low as $7.79 with the Child care Subsidy.

Feature Activity: Creatures from Outer Space
Additional Acitivties: Postcards, wana game, dodgeball,
beading, plus plenty of time to choose your own
adventure.

Full fee $51.90. Suburb Avg $7.79.

Let's Get Active - Tuesday 21 September
Now that the cold weather has started to disappear and
the sun is shinning again, it is time to get moving with
the coaches from Active Attitudes who will be
introducing us to AusTag, basketball and hockey.

Feature Activity: Multi Sport Clinic
Additional Acitivties: Sun catchers, secret notes
experiments, crazy kickball game, plus plenty of time to
choose your own adventure.

As low as $11.69 with the Child care Subsidy. Full fee $77.95. Suburb Avg $11.69.

Creature Creations - Wednesday 22 September
Monsters come in all shapes, sizes and colours; from
monsters who can see in every direction with their many
eyes to those so small you need a microscope to see
them. We will be sculpting and decorating a one of a kind
monster, paper spinners and bugs. We will also enjoy a
game of soccer while we explore the outdoors.

Feature Activity: Monster Sculptures
Additional Acitivties: Paper spinners, bug crafts, soccer,
cinnamon apple pancakes, skipping, plus plenty of time
to choose your own adventure.

As low as $10.24 with the Child care Subsidy. Full fee $68.25. Suburb Avg $10.24.

Bouncing on Air - Thursday 23 September
Today we're going reach for the sky as we jump on giant
inflatables including castles, slides and obstacle courses
at Inflatable Fun House. Back at the service we will make
paperclip helicopters, silly monster crafts and cone
characters.

Feature Activity: Inflatable Fun House Excursion
Additional Acitivties: Paperclip helicopters, silly
monster craft, cone characters plus plenty of time to
choose your own adventure.
Please be at the service by 8:30 am. Pick up after 3:00
pm.

As low as $14.74 with the Child care Subsidy. Full fee $98.25. Suburb Avg $14.74.

Public Holiday - No Service - Friday 24 September

Super Excursion

Excursion

Incursion / Special Activity

In House Fun

Monster Mash - Monday 27 September
Time to head into the kitchen! On today's menu our little
zombie helpers will be cooking up a storm, preparing
yummy monster brains (spaghetti & sauce) for lunch and
a gooey dessert.

Feature Activity: Cooking Activities
Additional Acitivties: Gooey caramel topped
gingersnaps, blow paintings, wulijini game, Lego
construction plus plenty of time to choose your own
adventure.
Lunch provided as part of today's activities

As low as $7.79 with the Child care Subsidy.

Full fee $51.90. Suburb Avg $7.79.

Painting with Water - Tuesday 28 September
Today we will be creating art masterpieces using
watercolour pencils and water which you can take home.
We will then explore the world of chemistry with our puff
paint and exploding bag experiments and enjoy some
time playing classic games of tag.

Feature Activity: Water Colour Pictures
Additional Acitivties: Skeleton dance party craft, puff
paint, exploding bag experiment, tag games, reading,
plus plenty of time to choose your own adventure.

As low as $10.24 with the Child care Subsidy. Full fee $68.25. Suburb Avg $10.24.

At the Movies - Wednesday 29 September
The Boss Baby is back these school holidays! We're off to
the cinema to see the latest animated hit from
Dreamworks - The Boss Baby: Family Business (PG). Tim
and his Boss Baby little bro Ted return to help out a new
boss baby and inspire a new family business. Popcorn &
Water is included in the visit.

Feature Activity: The Boss Baby: Family Business at the
Movies
Additional Acitivties: Friendship bracelets, finger
puppets, musical bop down plus plenty of time to choose
your own adventure.
Please be at the service by 8:30 am. Pick up after 3:00
pm.

As low as $14.74 with the Child care Subsidy. Full fee $98.25. Suburb Avg $14.74.

Squad Goals - Thursday 30 September
It's time to put your thinking hats on and join us and the
awesome team at Supreme Incursion as we undergo a
commando course that will put your problem-solving
and team skills to the test.

Feature Activity: Commando Kids
Additional Acitivties: Poison ball, rainbow icosahedron
ball crafts, rice paper rolls, connect four, plus plenty of
time to choose your own adventure.

As low as $11.69 with the Child care Subsidy. Full fee $77.95. Suburb Avg $11.69.

Making Monsters - Friday 1 October
Today we will be making our own woolly monsters, cute
book mark faces and explore the sounds of the night in
art. We will also play plenty of games including skittles
and blanket ball.

As low as $7.79 with the Child care Subsidy.

Feature Activity: Woolly Monsters
Additional Acitivties: Sounds of the night art, monster
bookmarks, blanket ball & skittles games, uno challenge,
plus plenty of time to choose your own adventure.

Full fee $51.90. Suburb Avg $7.79.

