
 

 

 

 

Welcome to Week 9 Families and Caregivers,  

 
It’s so great to have Spring in the air to lift the spirits, it truly makes me appreciate living in the beautiful north 
east of Victoria.  

The Coronacoaster continues and we endeavour to keep communication open and transparent to our 
community. With the Premier’s roadmap announcement yesterday there are some definite pieces of 
information that I can confirm with you in this newsletter, however, some further work is required to decide 
upon some school-based approaches for the return to school next term. The following information is directly 
from the Department of Education (Sunday 6th September at 9pm)... 

 

WEEK 1* TERM 4:  OCTOBER 5th–9th 
Remote and flexible learning will continue for all students, in rural and regional Victoria. 

* on-site learning during this week is available to families. For families meeting the requirements,  
please continue to use the current process via our website. 

 

WEEK 2 TERM 4: OCTOBER 12th - 16TH  
All students (from Prep to Year 12) return to full-time on-site schooling by Friday 16 October. 

Schools can stagger the return of different year levels as appropriate during this week. This decision 
can be made by individual schools or networks/clusters of schools. 

 
As you can see, Week 2 of next term will require school-based decisions. As this information is still very new, 
the school’s leadership team is collaborating on what Week 2 will look like for Wodonga Primary school. We 
are also liaising with other Wodonga Federation of Government schools around the possibility of a unified 
approach during Week 2. 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS:  New Dates 

Our school photo day was to be during Week 1 of Term 4. However, due to the Covid-19 steps recently 
implemented, we have had to postpone this date until Monday November 2nd & Tuesday November 3rd. All 
pre-paid money will be honoured and distributed codes will remain the same. More details closer to that time. 

 
WELLNESS WEDNESDAY CASUAL DAY:  Week 10 – September 16th  

The Student Leaders are keen for everyone to finish Term 3 on a high note. With this in mind, the student 
leaders are holding a dress-up day on Wednesday 16th September. The theme will be Future Aspirations. 
Students are encouraged to dress-up as what you aspire to be when you grow up. Students at school and at 
home are encouraged to dress-up for their future career. Google Classroom Padlets will be created for each 
year level as we did for Crazy Hair Day last term, so that we can share photos. Lookout for flyers and 
communication from our student leaders over the coming week.  
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R-U-OKAY: 10 September 2020 

https://safeYouTube.net/w/IF6X 

 

 

 

 

The message this year is:  There’s more to say after R U OK…. 

What do you say if 

they say “No”? 

 

 

After you have started the conversation, take time to listen, encourage them to take some action and seek 
some support, and then check back in with them later. 

A conversation could change someone’s life. 
For support services please check-out our comprehensive and interactive list of supports available locally, as 
well as in the broader community and online/phone accessible services. 
The information is always available to you (WPS students and families, and staff) online via our WPS School 
Website, the Wellbeing Website and of course, by coming and having a chat with the Wellbeing Team! 

http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/family-support-services.html 

 

On Thursday, September 10th, we are having a whole school RU OK Event (via home and onsite), to instil a bit 
of fun and brightness into our day! Everyone (family and friends included) are invited to dress in YELLOW 
clothing and eat YELLOW food on that day! See all details on the back page. 

 

Damian Duncan, Principal 

 

2021 FOUNDATION 

Planning for 2021 Foundation has been busily happening behind the scenes! 

By now, all families who have enrolled a student for 2021 Foundation should have received a confirmation 
letter in the mail and also a transition email.  If you have not received either of these, please contact the 
school office to check your registered details are correct.  

In light of the Victorian Government announcements yesterday, there will be some adjustments needed to our 
planned transition program. All Wodonga schools’ transition coordinators, alongside Wodonga City Council 
preschool teachers and private sector childcare leaders, are meeting this week to plan a well-supported and 
consistent approach to ensure our 2021 Foundation students and families are well informed and prepared for 
starting school. Confirmed information will be shared to 2021 families through the wpstransition2021 email 
account. 

Christine Forrest, Transition Coordinator / Assistant Principal 

 

https://safeyoutube.net/w/IF6X
http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/family-support-services.html


 

 

 

RAISING LEARNERS PODCAST 

The Department of Education and Training has funded a 10-episode podcast series through the Raising 
Children Network called ‘Raising Learners’. It features parenting experts from organisations including the 
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Career Education Association Victoria, as well as the Australian eSafety 
Commissioner, Julie Inman-Grant. 

Raising Learners provides parents with practical advice, tips and ideas for supporting children’s health, 
wellbeing and engagement at school and at home. Topics include how to connect with your child’s school and 
community, how to best support your child’s learning, what to expect for VCE and VCAL students and how to 
keep your child safe online. 

These topics were drawn from common questions that parents raised with the Department’s coronavirus 
(COVID-19) hotline and Parentline. 

The first three episodes will be available on 1 September, and the rest throughout Terms 3 and 4. Raising 
Learners can be accessed via podcast apps and Raising Children Network website. 
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/podcasts-and-webinars/podcasts 
 

MANAGING THE CORONACOASTER: Tuesday September 15th 7.30-8.30pm 
Tune into this free webinar for tips on building resilient families in the coronavirus era. 

  
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg’s webinar, Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient families in the coronavirus era, gives 

families practical skills, knowledge and strategies for managing the lockdown period and remote learning. 

The Department of Education has engaged Dr Carr-Gregg to present a repeat edition of Managing the Coronacoaster, after his 

August webinar booked out in three days. 

When: 7:30pm, Tuesday 15 September 

Duration: 45-minute presentation, followed by a 15-minute question-and-answer session 

Format: online via live stream 

Cost: free 

 

Please register at this link:  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-

registration-117927100131 

 

Please note that this event will be delivered live only and won't be recorded. 

Fiona Stanley, Wellbeing Team 

 

 

EVENT NOTIFICATIONS 
Stay up-to-date with Events & Activities – using Compass as your information base! 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass Due Date 

Last Day Term 3 September 18 Whole School  

Remote & Flexible Learning October 5-9 Whole School Due to Covid-19 Step 3 guidelines 

Term 4 Start TBA Whole School Return to Onsite Learning (date yet to be advised)  

School Photos (new date) November 2 & 3 Whole School Due to Covid-19 Step 3 guidelines Nov 2 

Forensic Science Incursion Postponed  Years 5 & 6 To be re-scheduled in Term 4 TBA 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/podcasts-and-webinars/podcasts
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/podcasts-and-webinars/podcasts
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration-117927100131
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration-117927100131
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/managing-the-coronacoaster-tips-for-building-resilient-families-registration-117927100131


Eye on Learning ~ Learner Qualities 
We are delighted to share some of our Eye on Learning activities that were sent in by our “remote” learners….. 

EL3: Learner Qualities at their best! 

Lily W (growth mindset)      

Imogen:  I used the learner qualities 

persist, question and reflect when I 

painted my coffee and tea art picture 

Hailie used Persist to complete 

her colouring-in! 

Hamish persisted with making Pocky for Japanese. 

Remote & 

Flexible 

Learning 



R U OK 2020 at WPS 
This year R U OK Day could not be more pertinent.  

It comes at a time that we are all needing to install a little bit of fun and brightness into our days, so that is 

exactly what we are going to do! 
ON THURSDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER - Students, Staff, Families, Friends and Extended relatives – anyone 

really!.....are all invited to dress up in YELLOW clothing and eat some yellow 
food…. 
(Everyone onsite at WPS and at home during Remote Learning are encouraged to participate). 
THIS IS A FREE EVENT 

 

What does that look like?  
Well….it is up to you! – Perhaps you have a favourite yellow shirt, some bright and bubbly yellow leggings or 
some funky yellow hair ties you can wear. 
You could eat some yummy yellow corn, a banana, some pineapple or some cheese OR you could really 

branch out and make it a full on party day!  There are oh so many options to make your day especially bright 
and cheery…… 
 

 Blend up a wicked banana milkshake 
 Bake some yellow muffins 
 Make some iced yellow emoji faced biscuits 
 Eat some wobbly yellow jelly 
 Make some yellow cheese on toast 
 Dress up your fingers with some Cheezel rings! 

If you don’t have yellow food, you could make funny happy faces with some 

food – perhaps cut out some happy faces in some sandwiches, make funny faces 
with fruit, or make some silly face mini pizzas or pikelets……YUM! 

It is your chance to use some imagination and even play with your food!!  

Of course the aim is to have fun, chat with your friends and family and find out R U OK? 

Then… share some of the fun with everyone at WPS by sharing your photos on the Wellbeing Website ‘Share your 
Wellbeing Wonders’ padlet. We would love to join together and share in your fun! 

The Wellbeing Team 

 


