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Welcome to Term 2,
We had a great start to the term last week, thank you to all families for supporting our students in being
prepared for a successful resumption of learning. It was great to knuckle down to learning straight away!

STAFFING UPDATE
We are excited to welcome the following staff to our school while farewelling our Business Manager, Chantal
Gardner and teachers, Brendon Peisley and Kate Charlton.

CHANTAL GARDNER

JAMIE BAUDE

BRENDON PEISLEY

LEWIS RANDELL

(Business Manager on
Family Leave)

Business Manager

(WMYC position)

Classroom Teacher Wi6

KATE CHARLTON

CAITLYN BOWERMAN

KAALI HUDDLESTON

ABBY WILSON-GRIGGS

TINA HEPBURN

(Tutor to Family Leave)

(Tutor Program)

ES Classroom (FT)

ES Classroom (FT)

ES Classroom (PT)

Chantal has taken Family Leave and is replaced by Jamie Baude until her return. Brendon has taken a new
direction in his teacher/learning, taking a position at Wodonga Middle Years College where he will be teaching
Years 7 and 8, Maths/Science. Kate will commence Family Leave this week, and is replaced by Caitlyn
Bowerman who is returning from Family Leave.
We welcome new ES Classroom staff Kaali Huddleston, Abby Wilson-Griggs & Tina Hepburn to the Integration
Team.

NAPLAN 2021
After a year off from the NAPLAN standardised testing, the assessment returns this
month. Christine Forrest who is the NAPLAN Coordinator for our school has been
working with the Year 3 and Year 5 teachers and students in readiness.
Our school administers the assessment online so the technical preparation is quite a
workload ensuring the schedule and the devices can carry the load.
We are very confident that the administration of the tests will be smooth and
supportive.
Direct communication to the families of Years 3 and 5 has occurred.

ANZAC DAY 2021
It was a lovely ceremony this morning, acknowledging ANZAC Day. Thank you to our student leaders, defence
students, Maureen and Jye for your organisation and support to the students who did a brilliant job of
speaking to our student body.
Be sure to check out the video on Facebook!

EDUCATION WEEK: May 23-28
Education Week kicks-off with our Foundation 2022 Parent Information session, hosted by the WFGS at The
Cube Wodonga. Preliminary information about what’s on for the week following, is included at the end of the
newsletter. Stay tuned for updates over the next couple of weeks.

MOTHER’S DAY STALL: Tuesday May 4
Our Parent Social Group will be running our annual Mother’s Day stall for our students this year. The stall will
be held on Tuesday May 4th, with setup on the Monday afternoon prior, and make-up sales and pack-up the
following day. It’s great to be able to connect with our school helpers and run the stall this year after a year off
due to COVID-19.
If you would like to assist in any way, please contact the school office or lookup the WPS Parent Social group
on Facebook and ask to join. This way, you will keep up-to-date with what’s happening. Please note, this page
is not run by the school but by a dedicated group of parents who liaise with our Principal about activities they
can assist the school with.
Helpers will need to have a current Working With Children card and then sign-in at the office on the day they
are rostered. You will need your WWC card to do this.

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and
are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school.
The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist our
school to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experiences of school. Students will be asked
about their thoughts and feelings in relation to Wodonga Primary School, their learning, peer relationships,
bullying and life in general.
Students from Years 4 to 6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during
school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way
“testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any time.
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned
identifier that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey
are kept anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey
response file. This ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times.
This year, the Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS) will be conducted at our school over the period Monday 26
April to Friday 11 June. The survey takes around 20-45 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's
class time.
The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregated form throughout the survey period. All
survey data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only, so that no individual student can
be identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level.
Last year we used the survey results to plan for our 2021 Annual Implementation Plan, focusing on increasing
student intellectual engagement to maximise student learning outcomes.
If you would like more information, please speak to Jye Williams or visit:
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey
SILLY SOCK FUNDRAISER (for the Royal Children’s Hospital)
Gemma Kilner, one of our students who has had some recent contact with the RCH, has organised a sock
fundraiser to support the work they do. Socks come in a range of colourful styles and students can purchase a
pair directly from Gemma and the Student Leaders in the Courtyard for two weeks on Tuesdays and Thursdays
at lunchtimes, commencing May 4th.
Anyone wishing to buy a pair of silly socks will need to bring their $5 on these days and choose their socks
from those available. See poster on later in newsletter.
Enjoy your week,

Damian Duncan, Principal

KIND STUDENT OF THE WEEK
This week’s KIND student is Layla Yanner from CH3.
Layla was being very kind in the yard, assisting someone who had hurt
themselves.
THANK YOU Layla!

AEDC (Australian Early Development Census)
This year, our school will participate in the fifth Australian Early Development Census, also known as the
AEDC. The AEDC is a national census that records how children have developed as they begin their first year of
full-time school. The census builds a national picture of the development and needs of young children in
Australia.
Every school with children in their first year of full time school, has a vital role to play in helping our nation
collect the information it needs to support our children and their families as we recover from the challenges of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Our WPS Foundation teachers will complete the census between May and June. A defining aspect of the AEDC
is that the results are reported as groups rather than individual children, and that children remain anonymous.
Parents have the option to access further information on the AEDC website to answer any questions they may
have about the AEDC. If they then choose to ‘Opt Out’, they contact the school and the necessary paperwork
needs to be arranged.
WPS Foundation teachers will complete a special ‘instrument’ (similar to a questionnaire) to collect data in five
key areas of early childhood development. Children don’t need to be present when the teacher does the
assessment and won’t miss any class time as it’s based on teacher observations.
The results are publicly available to communities, parents/carers, schools and governments, and will be
released around March next year. The results have become important for planning and targeting the right
kinds of services and support for children and families all over the country.
If you have any questions about the AEDC you can head to their website which has a FAQ section:
https://www.aedc.gov.au/parents

Christine Forrest, Assistant Principal
THE FATHERING PROJECT
We would like to invite all fathers and father figures to join us in the PLC
for the launch of the Fathering Project at Wodonga Primary school
Thursday April 29th, with special guest AFL Player and Coach, Rodney
Eade speaking via Skype.
What is The Fathering Project? The Fathering Project delivers resources
and programs aimed to inspire and equip dads and father-figures to be
the best they can be, and to remind our dads and father-figures that
they have an important role in building resilience, self-respect, positive
self-worth and emotional intelligence in their children.

SPORTS UPDATE
STATE SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Congratulations to our Boys Relay team who competed in
the State Primary School Swimming Championships today in
Melbourne, taking out an overall 8th place!
Fantastic performance guys!
WINTER SPORTS (Years 5 & 6)
This year, our Year 5/6 students are participating in the
Winter Sports Program. The program provides an
opportunity for our students to experience the team sport
environment which encompasses a large component of the
outcomes from the Physical Education Curriculum.
During a weekly afternoon sport block, students will develop sporting skills and attitudes through training and
match play. Over four afternoons, students will travel to local destinations to play against students from other
schools within our district. Early in Term 3, students will participate in the Winter Sports Carnival Day where
they will play against teams from schools within our region.
As with any program, there is a small cost involved to provide this opportunity to our students. The most
equitable way to cost the program is to establish a ‘program’ cost. This will support equity in student choice of
sport and travel expenses.
The Compass Event will be posted live on Friday April 30th when pricing is confirmed, and will include specific
information and the link for families to consent and pay for their child/ren to participate in this program.
Additional information will be included in the next Newsletter, with links to the Compass Event page.
Thank you for your support of the Winter Sports Program.

CROSS COUNTRY 2021
Congratulations to our Year 3-6 students who participated in Friday’s cross country race. There were many
outstanding performances and students applying our Learner Qualities of Growth Mindset and Persist to
achieve personal success. Students who have progressed to represent WPS at the Division Cross Country will
be posted in the PE office window later this week and announced in next week’s newsletter.

Blake Maxworthy, PE Coordinator

2021 School Camps Update
We are happy to confirm that School Camps for Years 4, 5 and 6 for 2021 will proceed (fingers crossed nothing
happens with the Pandemic).
As per previous years, to ascertain attendance numbers there will be an Event on Compass created for each
camp where a non-refundable deposit can be paid to ‘book’ your child into the camp. Once numbers for each
camp are finalised a final payment will be calculated and another Event will be created for the remainder of
the Camp balance to be paid. To give families a guide, the cost of the 2019 camps were:
Year 4 - $150
Year 5 - $250
Year 6 - $360
Year
Level

Location

Proposed Dates

Deposit Amount &
Due Date

Camp Balance
Due Date

Year 4

Echuca

September 16th & 17th

$50 - July 16th

August 27th

Year 5

Borambola

July 20th - 22nd

$50 - May 7th

June 18th

Year 6

Melbourne

November 1st - 3rd

$75 - August 20th

October 15th

As with everything in today’s climate, these camps are subject to government restrictions. If a camp is
cancelled due to COVID-19 a full refund including deposit will be issued.

CANTEEN HELPERS NEEDED
Our Canteen is currently running on a limited menu for students. However, if we manage to increase the
number of volunteers that can assist with food preparation (this Term), then we will be able to expand the
menu. If you are able to help, please contact the school office between 9am & 2pm and ask for Sindy or April.

COMPASS EVENT NOTIFICATIONS
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base
Event / Activity

Event Date

Who

Information on Compass

Consent /
Payment
Due Date

Year 2 Excursion 1

May 13

Mi1/Mi2

Consent & payment required $35.00

May 1

Year 2 Excursion 2

May 14

Mi3/Mi4/Mi5/Mi6

Consent & payment required $35.00

May 1

Akoma Schools’ Chorus

June 19

Year 3/4 Choir

Consent & payment required $51.50

June 18

Year 5 Camp Deposit

July 20-22

Year 5

Deposit required $50.00

May 7

2021 Education Week at Wodonga Primary School

Wodonga Primary School values parent participation and involvement. State-wide Education Week is a great
time for our school to share many of the engagement initiatives at Wodonga Primary School.
Education Week 2021 will run from 23-29 May and the theme is "Building Connections". The theme celebrates
the connections between schools and local communities and strengthens bonds with families and carers.

Date/Time/Location
Sunday May 23
9:30am – 10:30am
The Cube Wodonga

Monday May 24
9:15am
Ariel Centre
Tuesday May 25
Digital Art Show

Wednesday May 26
9:15am
Ariel Centre

Event
Wodonga Federation of
Government Schools 2022
Foundation Information
Briefing and School Tours
Additional information will be
sent out with details for
registrations and tour bookings.
Whole School Assembly
Koorie Dance Performance
Online website address will be
Compassed out to all families
once the artwork has been
uploaded.
Brass and Woodwind

Thursday May 27
6.00pm
Ariel Centre

Community Night –
Metacognition Mayhem

Friday May 28
9:15am
Perimeter of School

Walkathon
Theme: Frogs/Animals/Green

Description
All Wodonga Schools will be sharing information about
their schools, followed by tours of each school’s
prospective families.

This assembly will be video-recorded and shared with
the community via Facebook due to community
members not being allowed at assembly.
In your own time and in the comfort of your own
home, browse through the amazing pieces of art that
have been created by students across the whole of
WPS!
Today, we celebrate the first performance of this year's
Wodonga School’s Band.
Students from Wodonga Primary School have been
rehearsing with students from Wodonga Middle Years
College and Wodonga Senior Secondary College on an
exciting musical performance.
The performance will also feature the first ever
performance of our Year 5 Brass and Woodwind
students.
A video of the performance will be shared with the
community.
Come join us for a community night that is bound to
make your brain build muscle! Parents and carers can
collaborate with their children and use metacognitive
strategies to solve tricky problems!
Our annual Walkathon will see the students walking
the perimeter of school grounds. Direct information
regarding this fundraiser will be in the school
newsletter prior to Education Week. All fundraising will
go towards our FROGS upgrade.
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