
 

 

 
 
 
Wodonga Primary Community, welcome to Week 10, 
 
As we enter the second last week of term, we are “grateful” for our work with the 
Resilience Project, which is helping to keep kids grateful, empathetic and mindful at 
the end of a long term.  
The GEM work in class and across our school has brought about new language and 
new thinking about our emotions and choices. At this morning’s assembly, it was 
great to see a Year 6 student’s name plucked from the GEM box.  
Well done to Jaylan Crichton for being mindful in our yard. You have led by example 
and have been recognised for this!  
  
 
EASTER HAT PARADE: April 8th  

On Friday April 8th (last day of term), we are running our annual 
Easter Hat Parade. The students love this day and we look 
forward to seeing their excitement during the parade.  Some 
important points to know regarding the parade… 
1. Hats are made at home as a home activity between students, 

parents and siblings.  
2. The parade commences at 9:15am.  
3. Weather permitting, it will be held outside. We aim to have 

families in the yard to experience the event if they wish. A 
map of the outdoor space where parents will stand to see the 
parade will be provided in next week’s newsletter.  

4. Students can be out of uniform on this day.  
 
SCHOOL REVIEW OUTCOMES 

On Friday March 18th, we concluded our school review process. At the conclusion of the review, we 
established three broad school improvement goals to lead our school for the next four years, these are 
described as our STRATEGIC PLAN. The goals are yet to be ratified by DET, so they are in draft until early next 
term. The DRAFT goals are… 

1. To develop lifelong learners with strong academic skills in Mathematics. 
2. To optimise and accelerate the learning growth of every student in English. 
3. To enhance the whole school approach to Wellbeing. 

Each goal has three specific targets and key improvement strategies. These will be shared with the community 
once the Strategic Plan moves from Draft to confirmed Strategic Plan. We’ll keep you all posted on this 
development.   
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COVID SAFE PRACTICES 

The school is anticipating new COVID Guidelines from the Department of Education next week. As we’ve seen 
over the past few guideline publications, there has been a decrease in restrictions. Once the new Guidelines 
are published to schools, we’ll be reviewing and communicating the updates. We are particularly waiting on 
the access to school buildings and grounds restrictions for parents. Once we have this information, we’ll be 
communicating to our community key information around vaccination requirements of parents, access to 
buildings, the duration of access to school grounds and consequent gate opening times. Watch this space!  
 
YEAR LEVEL ASSEMBLIES 

Our Term 1 Year Level assemblies will be held in Week 11. The students who are acknowledged through these 
awards will be celebrated to parents via Facebook (as well as receiving their certificate).  
Teachers and specialists will send a Compass message to families if their child is receiving an award. Photos of 
award recipients will be shared on Facebook as soon as prac�cable. 
 

Monday April 4th  Tuesday April 5th 
Foundation 10.00am Year 4 10.30am 
Year 1 10.45am Year 5 12.15pm 
Year 2 12.15pm Year 6 2.15pm 
Year 3 2.15pm   

 
 
FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES AT WODONGA 
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS 
Thinking about your child’s future opportunities… how 
will you help them on their journey ahead? 
Choosing a government school in Wodonga, is a great 
place to start. Join the principals of Wodonga’s 
Government Schools for a live panel and Q & A session 
on April 5th from 7pm, at Wodonga Senior Secondary 
College. 
Visit www.wodonga.vic.edu.au for more informa�on.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

LATE ARRIVALS / EARLY DEPARTURES 

In line with school policy, students arriving at school after 9.05am are deemed to be late.  
The first learning session of the day focuses on Literacy and daily information is communicated to students. It 
is important to be at school on time. 

WPS encourages parents to make medical appointments for their students outside of school hours to eliminate 
disruption to learning time. If however, this cannot be achieved, an Early Departure note should be obtained 
from the office prior to collecting any student. 

Please note that parents should allow an extra 15-mins for collection of their student as we revert to the pre-
covid process of parents signing their child out and taking the blue slip to the classroom to release the student. 
At this time, parents are permitted onsite but not in classrooms. 

  

http://www.wodonga.vic.edu.au/


 
 

 

STUDENTS BRINGING TOYS TO SCHOOL 

Please ensure your child knows that if they choose to bring toys to school and it goes missing or is broken, it’s 
a risk they are taking. Playgrounds are busy places and the responsibility of bringing toys to school requires 
some responsibility on the part of the student. Thanks for having this worthwhile conversation with your 
child. Please refer to our Personal Property policy on our website. 
 

Enjoy your week, 

Damian Duncan, Principal 

 

2022 FOUNDATION BUDDY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Wodonga PS thanks our 2022 Foundation Buddies for the contribution and leadership demonstrated through 
the Foundation Transition Program and while our Foundation students settled into their school routine. We 
appreciate the support you have given to the newest members of our school community. 

 

Christine Forrest, Transition Coordinator 

 

HOME LEARNING PROGRAM 

Today, we spoke at the whole school assembly in regards to the importance of logging home reading. Please 
view the WPS Facebook page to see the multiple purposes for logging reading engagement. 
We would like to thank families for your support in encouraging home reading to occur and to continue to log 
regularly reading. We are looking forward to celebrating home reading achievements at next week’s year level 
assemblies. 
 
THEIRCARE HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

TheirCare have put together an exciting Holiday Activity Program – see attachment to this newsletter for full 
information and to book. 

 
 

http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/policies.html


 
 

 

ANZAC DAY WREATH 

This morning, two of our Defence Students attended Wodonga Senior Secondary College for an Anzac Day 
wreath-making session supported by Bandiana Neighbourhood House and Jannoel Florist. 

The wreath made by Savannah and Alaska Vom will be on display in the school’s foyer along with our annual 
Anzac Day display. 
 

   
 
YEAR 3/4 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL REPORT 

Last Friday, our Year 3/4 students participated in the annual Athletics Carnival. For our Year 3 students this 
was their very first School Athletics Carnival experience. Our students had been learning and practicing the 
different athletic skills during PE lessons and Friday Sport this term and it was fantastic to see them transfer 
that learning into the carnival environment. Some of the key attributes demonstrated by our students on the 
day were persistence, effort and sportsmanship. Throughout the day, students were trying their best at the 
various events and supporting each other with loud cheering and applause. 

Participation levels were incredibly high. Students displayed immense pride when they completed an event to 
the best of their ability, especially when they finished in the top 3 in their track event heats. The students who 
finished 1st, 2nd, or 3rd overall in an event were very excited to receive their ribbons. 

Congratulations to our placegetters and to all students for their efforts on the day. We will celebrate our 
photos on Facebook later in the week. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A huge thank you to our teachers, support staff and WSSC student helpers who worked hard all day judging 
and measuring in hot conditions. What an outstanding effort in supporting our students to participate and get 
the most out of the carnival experience. Year 3/4 new record holders and Age Champions will be announced at 
assembly on Monday 4th April. 
  



 
 

 

HOUSE CHAMPIONS 
After the completion of both the Year 5/6 and Year 3/4 
Carnivals we can announce that the 2022 Athletics House 
Champions are…… 
Congratulations to Mitchell House for winning the Athletics 
House Championship two years in a row! 
 

Blake Maxworthy, Sport & PE Coordinator 
 
 

STATE SCHOOL’S RELIEF 2022 

Applica�ons for the Founda�on 2022 CSEF Uniform package are now open. Applica�ons for this package will 
close at the end of Term 3, 2022. 
To be eligible to receive the 2022 Founda�on Uniform Package the student must be a Camps, Sports and 
Excursion Fund (CSEF) recipient. 
What’s in the package?  The 2022 package contains the following items:   

• 1 x Rugby Top or Hooded / Windcheater or Jacket (Bomber/Polar Fleece) or Long Sleeve Polo 
• 1 x Track Pants or Trousers or Pants  
• 1 x Pair of Shoes (Lace Ups or T-Bars or Sneakers Skate or Sneakers Velcro) 

The voucher provided by State Schools’ Relief lists every approved item, and the maximum purchase value, 
that State Schools’ Relief will cover. Parents receiving the vouchers may be required to make a contribu�on 
towards the cost of these items. The amount a parent has to pay will depend on the retail purchase price and 
the State Schools’ Relief subsidy. 
All items and/or vouchers provided by SSR will be delivered directly to your child’s school. The school will then 
contact you to arrange handover of these items and/or vouchers. 
Find the Order Form atached to the Newsleter. You will have to bring the form to the office before the end of 
the Term 3.  
Follow this link for further informa�on: htps://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/resources/ 

Paula Van Willenswaard, Finance Officer 

 
BASKETBALL SHOOTOUT 

Congratulations to this week’s Basketball Shootout winners …… 

  
Noah Eddy – Year 3/4 Archie Elliott – Year 5/6 

 
 
 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/viewer.html?pdfurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstateschoolsrelief.org.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F03%2FPrep-CSEF-package-2022_Order-Form.pdf&clen=445365&chunk=true
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstateschoolsrelief.org.au%2Fresources%2F&data=04%7C01%7CWendy.Jeffery%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2d21b63f3f0247cf33d508da0c826d1e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637836052141490195%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nQ05gecMiPYxyhxP2Q8foFdG7MFsCo4ZcN4H5y22UZM%3D&reserved=0


Parents & Carers

Building your relationships and connections with 
your children is key to helping them feel loved, safe 
and secure. Feeling genuine connection also has 
many positive impacts on our mental health, some 
benefits include:

INCREASES SELF ESTEEMENHANCED HAPPINESS

BUILDS TEAMWORK AND COOPERATION

HELPS DEVELOP GREATER EMPATHYGIVES US PURPOSE

SENSE OF BELONGING FEELING SUPPORTED

HELP DECREASE CHANCES OF ANXIETY & DEPRESSION

For more information on how to build meaningful connections and support your children click on the links below.

Teenagers talking about 
relationships with parents from 

raisingchildren.net.au

WATCH VIDEO

raisingchildren.net.au talks about 
building positive relationships for 

parents and children.

READ ARTICLE

TRP’s Lael Stone talks about 
Connected Parenting

READ ARTICLE

WAYS TO BUILD FAMILY 
CONNECTIONS

Really listen and be there, without 
judgement – look at them when 

they are talking to you.

education@theresilienceproject.com.au (03) 9113 9302 theresilienceproject.com.au

Plan a family outing or one on one 
date with your child/ren – keep in 

mind their interests.

Talk about what went well in their 
day and what they are looking 

forward to the next day.

Schedule family time – this 
could be having dinner together 

at the table.

Organise a family games night.

MAKING CONNECTIONS & SUPPORTING YOUR CHILDREN

https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/communicating-relationships/family-relationships/teens-talk-parents
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/communicating-relationships/family-relationships/parent-child-relationships
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/blog/what-is-connected-parenting/


EVENT NOTIFICATIONS 
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass 
Consent / 
Payment Due 
Date 

Discovery Excursion March 29 BR5 & BR6 Closed Closed 

The Hyphen, Wodonga March 30 EL 1 & EL2 Consent required, no cost Today 

Discovery Excursion March 31 BR3 & BR4 Consent & payment required, $13.50 Link open soon 

Discovery Excursion April 1 BR1 & BR2 Consent & payment required, $13.60 March 30 

Year Level Assemblies April 4 Years F/1/2/3 See table above (Prin report) N/A 

Year Level Assemblies April 5 Years 4/5/6 See table above (Prin report) N/A 

The Hyphen, Wodonga April 6 EL3 & EL4 Consent required, no cost April 4 

Sumsion Gardens April 7 Foundation Consent & payment required, $4.75 April 5 

Easter Hat Parade April 8 All students Make your own hat creation to wear N/A 

Last Day of Term 1 April 8 All students Early finish, 2.30pm N/A 

Public Holiday April 25 Whole School Anzac Day 

Pupil Free Day April 26 Whole School Staff Professional Development 

First Day Term 2 April 27 Whole School School starts at 9.00am 

The Hyphen, Wodonga April 28 EL5 & EL6 Consent required, no cost April 26 

https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3338
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3343
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3339
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3332
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3340
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