
 

 

 
 
 

 
Welcome to Week 9, 
 
As we look towards the next break, we are keeping learning a priority at our school. It’s so great to see our 
classrooms humming, with the students really engaged in their learning.  
 
SCHOOL REVIEW  

Last Friday (18th), we concluded our 4-Year Review. It was a great day that was based upon an internal and 
external panel evaluating our school. Overwhelmingly, the external panel members were impressed by our 
school and their message for our school improvement goals for the next four years is to refine what we are 
doing. The new Strategic Plan will be ratified by the Department of Education and made available to our 
community very soon. The internal school reviewers (myself, our 2021 school council president, Natalie 
Thompson and the three assistant principals) are very happy with the direction and the goals established. 
Thanks to the parents who came along on Friday morning to give feedback to the external panel members.  
 
GEM 

This week’s Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness student in the yard was 
Libby Kilner who was recognised for helping others.  
A great job to one of our youngens! 
 
 
YEAR LEVEL ASSEMBLIES 

Our Term 1 Year Level assemblies will be held in Week 11. The students who are acknowledged through these 
awards will be celebrated to parents via Facebook (as well as receiving their certificate).  
 

Monday April 4th  Tuesday April 5th 
Foundation 10.00am Year 4 10.30am 
Year 1 10.45am Year 5 12.15pm 
Year 2 12.15pm Year 6 2.15pm 
Year 3 2.15pm   

 
 
2022 SCHOOL COUNCIL 

 The first official meeting of our 2022 School Councillors will be held this Wednesday March 23rd, where our 
new Board will elect their office bearers for the school year. Thank you for volunteering to come onboard as 
parent voices to contribute to our school’s governance. 
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THEIRCARE HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

TheirCare have put together an exciting Holiday Activity Program – see attachment to this newsletter for full 
information and to book. 
 

Enjoy your week, 

Damian Duncan, Principal 

NAPLAN 2022 - Student familiarisation and coordinated practice tests.  

On Thursday 24th March, our Year 3 and Year 5 students will participate in the National Coordinated Practice 
Test. The students will have access to a simulated test experience, have access to learn about the features of 
the online platform which allows the school an opportunity to ensure the technical requirements are 
completed in preparation for the actual NAPLAN text window in May. 
It is a requirement that schools provide students with the opportunity to become familiar with the question 
types and format that Online NAPLAN requires.  
Families will receive further information in the first week of Term 2 including a letter from the school, NAPLAN 
online information brochure, links to public demonstration sites and the test session schedule.  
 

Christine Forrest, NAPLAN Coordinator  
 

OLDEN DAYS DRESS-UP AND GAMES DAY: Tomorrow! 

The Year 1 students have been learning about ‘My Family – Then and Now’ during their Discovery unit. 
Students have strengthened their connections to their family history through sharing items of historical 
interest and stories from their families past. We have explored objects from the past and what families might 
have used them for.  
Tomorrow, Year 1 students are invited to dress-up from any era stretching back as far as the 1850s. We will be 
exploring how children’s games have changed over time while playing games from the past. This will be an 
opportunity for students to go further with their learning about the unit and reflect on the knowledge they 
have acquired throughout the unit. If you are unable to dress in olden attire, students can wear their school 
uniform and still participate in the planned activities. Students will show their costumes throughout the day 
within their own year level. 

 Year 1 Team 
 

YEAR 6 TRANSITION TO SECONDARY COLLEGE: March 24th  

Year 6 students had their first event in their transition to 
secondary college today. Three past WPS students from the 
WMYC Huon Campus came over with Mr Andrew and ran a Q&A 
session. The students had plenty of questions and mostly they 
were able to be answered. 
This is just the beginning of many events to be held throughout the year that will assist in preparing our Year 6 
students in their transition to Secondary College. The next event is the Wodonga Middle Years College “On 
Show”. 
Wodonga Middle Years College is opening its doors for their ‘On Show’ event held on Thursday March 24th at 
3.30pm. This is your opportunity to tour the Huon and Felltimber campuses, explore their classrooms and 
specialist facilities which support education in the Middle Years.  
Then at 7pm, you can join their College Leaders online for an information session and live Q&A where they’ll 
answer your questions. For further details, please visit: https://www.wmyc.vic.edu.au/on-show-2022/ 

Melisa McInnes, Year 6 Transition Coordinator 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wmyc.vic.edu.au%2Fon-show-2022%2F&data=04%7C01%7CWendy.Jeffery%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cab5d21d5018c4e7da5b208d9ffd6e9bf%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637822120814593598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=okwN6jSdfNDUirm3dfhgmNuA%2BoZd%2BQtUGADKyL6JV%2Bc%3D&reserved=0


 
 

 

REMOTE LEARNING REFLECTION: Display at school 

In 2020, some Wodonga Primary School students had the chance to be part of reflec�ng on their experience of 
COVID and remote learning.  Wodonga Primary School combined with renowned Photographer and Gallery 
Owner, Dirk Wallace, to help a selec�on of students explore and record their experience of remote learning 
and COVID-19 through photography. Essen�ally seeing ‘COVID-19’ through the eyes of the child. Students 
worked in groups from Founda�on to Grade 6, to reflect on and explore their own experience. How did COVID-
19 impact on their lives?  What were the posi�ves? What didn’t they enjoy?  What was different? etc.    
Following the brainstorm and reflec�on students were mentored by Dirk Wallace, together with Wellbeing and 
Teaching staff from Wodonga Primary School, to learn about how to use a camera effec�vely and how to 
compose an effec�ve photograph. Students then went home to capture images that were reflec�ve of their 
own COVID-19 and Remote Learning experience.  A video was also produced reflec�ng student’s stories and 
experiences.  

  
 
The student’s work was exhibited in Turks Head gallery, together with other Albury Wodonga photographers 
in mid-2021. The “2020 In The Bubble” exhibi�on was very successful and the overwhelming feedback was the 
student’s reflec�ons and photography was amazing.  
Not everyone was able to make it into the gallery, so we have set up a selection of the student’s photos in 
the front office foyer of Wodonga Primary School for you all to enjoy. 
We invite you to come in and admire the photography, ponder on your own experiences and reflect on how 
your life has been impacted by COVID-19. 
 

Fiona Stanley (Wellbeing) and Kirsty Wakefield  (Art Teacher) 
  



 
 

 

YEAR 5/6 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL REPORT 

Last Friday, our Year 5/6 students participated in the annual Athletics Carnival. Our students had been learning 
and practicing the different athletic skills during PE lessons and Friday Sport this term and it was fantastic to 
see them transfer that learning into the carnival environment.  
Some of the key attributes demonstrated by our students on the day were persistence, effort and 
sportsmanship. Throughout the day students were giving their all at the various events and supporting each 
other to achieve success. 
While participation was the key, it was wonderful to see the joy on children’s faces when they received their 
ribbons for placing 1st, 2nd or 3rd overall in an event. 

There were also a number of standout achievements on the day with some new centre records for our school. 
NEW RECORDS 

Student Name Age Group Compe��on Event/s 
Jonte Bosland 10 Years Boys 100m 

200m 
Long Jump 
Discus 

Nate Fischer 11 Years Boys 100m 
200m 

Jack Way 10 Years Boys Hurdles 
Hannah Bergman 11 Years Girls Hurdles 
Ruby Cardwell 11 Years Girls Triple Jump 
Millie McInnes 12 Years Girls Shot Put 

 
Congratula�ons to our new record holders, our placegeters and to all students for their efforts on the day. 
A huge thank you to our teachers, support staff and WSSC student helpers who toiled all day judging and 
measuring in temperatures of 30 degrees plus. What an outstanding effort in suppor�ng our students to 
par�cipate and get the most out of the carnival experience. 
Age Champions and House Champions will be announced on Monday 28th March following the comple�on of 
the Year 3/4 Athle�cs Carnival this Friday. 

 

 
 

Thanks to Lana for providing photos of the events – Facebook will showcase all photos from tomorrow. 

 

Blake Maxworthy, Sport & PE Coordinator 
 





 
 

 

 

 

EVENT NOTIFICATIONS 
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass 
Consent / 
Payment Due 
Date 

WPS Aths Sports March 25 Years 3 & 4  Consent & payment required, $7.70  March 23 

Harmony Day March 25 Whole School Join in! N/A 

Discovery Excursion March 29 BR5 & BR6 Consent & payment required, $13.50 Link open soon 

The Hyphen, Wodonga March 30 EL 1 & EL2 Consent required, no cost March 28 

Discovery Excursion March 31 BR3 & BR4 Consent & payment required, $13.50 Link open soon 

Discovery Excursion April 1 BR1 & BR2 Consent & payment required, $13.60 March 30 

Year Level Assemblies April 5 Years F/1/2/3 See table above (Prin report) N/A 

Year Level Assemblies April 6 Years 4/5/6 See table above (Prin report) N/A 

The Hyphen, Wodonga April 6 EL3 & EL4 Consent required, no cost April 4 

Sumsion Gardens April 7 Foundation Consent & payment required, $4.75 April 5 

Last Day of Term 1 April 8 All students Early finish, 2.30pm N/A 

Public Holiday April 25 Whole School Anzac Day 

Pupil Free Day April 26 Whole School Staff Professional Development 

First Day Term 2 April 27 Whole School School starts at 9.00am 

The Hyphen, Wodonga April 28 EL5 & EL6 Consent required, no cost April 26 

https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3335
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3338
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3343
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3339
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3332
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=3340
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