
 

 

 

 

Welcome to Week 8 Parents & Caregivers, 

The COVID-19 has definitely got the world's attention and is also making its impact on our community. In times 
such as these, the rise in people’s anxieties and emotions can be expected. With this in mind, today’s 
newsletter is aimed at supporting families and communicating the measures our school is taking to ensure we 
adhere to the directives of Agencies and the Department of Education.  

 

At Wodonga Primary School…. 

Assemblies and Excursions: 

 Our Monday whole school assemblies are cancelled until further notice.  
 All Term 1 Year level assemblies have been cancelled.  
 The Year 1 Jindera* excursion for BR1, BR2 & BR3 scheduled for Wednesday March 18th is cancelled. 
 The Anti-Bullying / Harmony Day - whole school event on the Wilson Street oval is cancelled.  
 The Foundation Sumsion Gardens* excursion scheduled for Friday March 27th is cancelled.  
 The Easter Hat Parade is cancelled.  
 As we will be cancelling the Easter Hat Parade, and we are actively trying to limit any potential transfer 

of germs, we are also cancelling the Easter Raffle. It is unfortunate, however it is deemed necessary. 
Please… 

o Cease collecting monies and selling tickets 
o Return collected monies (so far) and raffle books to the school – this means any collected money 

that you can’t return to the purchaser, this money can be deemed as a donation. 
o Families, we are not taking any further donations of chocolates at school.  Families who have 

donated chocolates/prizes already are welcome to collect them from the office.  

* Refund information to be sent to year levels affected.  

Hygiene: 

 Additional hand sanitizers and best hygiene posters have been installed outside all toilet blocks.  
 All POD spaces and communal areas already have sanitizers.  
 Bars of soap have been reinstated in the toilets. This practice has proven extremely difficult to manage 

in the past. Classroom teachers are speaking with students on demonstrating respect and making good 
choices in the toilets. We urge families to have a similar conversation with their children (ie. please 
don’t throw the soap around!).  

 Lessons on good hygiene and best hand washing practices are being reinforced by our teachers. Please 
see the posters and support images we are using at the end of the newsletter.  

School Closure: 

Attached to the newsletter is a Statement on School Closures in Victoria. The document outlines the current 
Department directive as of 12:00pm today, and is a comprehensive explanation of the Department of 
Education’s stance on school closure.  
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Making a Report: 

If the school Principal receives information that causes concern, the Principal has a responsibility to make a 
report to DHHS if... 

 the person is a confirmed case of COVID-19; 
 the person is a close contact of a confirmed case* of COVID-19 in the past 14 days. 

 

*‘Close contact’ is defined by DHHS as someone who has had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact with a 
confirmed case, or shared a closed space with someone for more than two hours with a confirmed case. 

 
Support to Families: 

Reach Out Schools - https://schools.au.reachout.com/natural-disasters/dealing-with-bad-world-news 

Emerging Minds - https://emergingminds.com.au/    If you scroll down about half way, there is a video for 
parents intended to upskill families in how to talk to their child about the pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

On Friday March 20th, we Take Action against Bullying and Violence. We will be working in our Squad groups 
on Friday afternoon, completing activities on Harmony and Anti-Bullying.  

Some of our Student Leaders have created posters that can be seen around the school with their messages of 
how to prevent bullying and what to do to speak up about bullying.  

Students are asked to wear their HOUSE COLOURS on Friday. 

 

 
As we celebrate Harmony Week this week, families are asked to complete and return the activity sheet that 
was sent out via Compass last Thursday. We are keen to share our stories and celebrate our diversity. 
‘Everyone Belongs’ at WPS! 

 

 

 

KIND Student of the Week 

Congratulations to Hunter Kuczko for being “spotted” acting KINDLY towards other 
students this week. Well done Hunter from HU1!!! 

 

 

 

Kind Regards 

Damian Duncan, Principal 

  

https://emergingminds.com.au/


 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS: FOTL 

Congratulations to the following students who 
were successful in becoming a Friend Of The 
Library (FOTL): 

o Taylah Gaffy 
o Zoe Brymora 
o Dhira Soma (absent for photo) 
o Laci Howe 
o Ruby Flanigan 
o Ethan Turk 
o Jace Waite 
o Mia Swift 
o Chaska Atau 
o Abbie Dalkin 
 

We look forward to having you help out and learn new library skills such as borrowing, shelving, building 
displays and keeping the library tidy for all users. 

Wendy & Tracey, Librarians 

 
 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL: Years 4/5/6 

On Friday, our Year 4/5/6 students participated in the annual Athletics Carnival. It was a wonderful day with 
delightful weather conditions that saw students challenging themselves and achieving success. 

This year, we initiated the use of professional timing and recording technology to keep track of student’s 
achievements throughout the day.  

We also initiated Age Champion Awards. Age Champions are the students who, in their age and gender group, 
earned the most points for their House throughout the day. 

We would like to congratulate the following students who were the 2020 Age Champions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2020 winning House Group 

was:  

HUME 
 

Congratulations to all students and staff for being part of such a successful and enjoyable school event! 

 

  

10 Years Girls Ruby Flanigan 
10 Years Boys Cooper Summerfield 
11 Years Girls Alanah Minion 
11 Years Boys Michael Forrest 
12 Years Girls Jaya Campbell 
12 Years Boys Jay Vilaisarn 



 

 

 

HUME REGION SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

On Wednesday 4th March, Benjamin Davey, Darcy Thorpe, 
Kye Linssen and Zac Jones represented our school at the 
Hume Region Swimming Championships. Ben finished 3rd in 
the Butterfly and the four boys finished 2nd in the Freestyle 
Relay. The WPS community would like to congratulate Ben, 
Darcy, Kye and Zac for such an outstanding achievement. We 
are all very proud of you boys! 

 

 
 

Blake Maxworthy, PE Coordinator 

 

ANZAC DAY COLOURING COMPETITION 

Anzac Day is one of Australia’s most important national occasions. It marks the anniversary of the first major 
military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the First World War.  

To coincide with Anzac Day, we are encouraging students to enter the colouring-in competition that was 
attached to last week’s newsletter (extras are available from the school’s Administration building). Please 
return your entries to our DSM (Defence Student Mentor), Brett Lewis at school, by March 26th. All entries will 
then be submitted via post by our school on your behalf. 

 

DEFENCE SCHOOL MENTORING (DSM) PROGRAM 

The Defence School Mentoring (DSM) program is designed to assist the school in ensuring the social and 
emotional wellbeing of Defence children while they are in the school’s care is supported. As a part of this 
program, the Defence School Mentor arranges activities from time to time in order to allow students to have a 
fun and entertaining environment away from the classroom where they can meet other ADF students and 
expand their social network. With this in mind, on March 11th, the ADF students and their friends conducted 
an obstacle course in the school’s gym with several different obstacles for the students to navigate through. 
There were obstacles like leopard crawling with a rocket to hurdles and tunnels to crawl through. Everyone 
that attended had a blast and can’t wait for the next one.  

 

  
 

Brett Lewis, DSM 

 



 

 

 

UPSTREAM 

On Friday March 6th, 60 excited students went to Junction Place to attend a workshop with the artist, Alex 
Sanson.  There they made tissue paper water droplets to create a collaborative artwork.  These formed a river 
of droplets that was produced for the community to enjoy and build-on during the weekend.  

 

 

 

 

 

Kirsty Wakefield, Art Coordinator 
 

BREAKFAST PROGRAM 

The Breakfast Program has been expanding hugely and many students enjoying our breakfast! 

ALL students are invited to come along and participate in the open breakfast on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings from 8.30-9.00am each week. Students can pick-up a piece of toast, a bowl of cereal or tub of fruit to 
start their day, whilst enjoying a chat or the groovy music playing! 

With the greater visibility of the program, we have had some very positive conversations with parents about 
the program, who the program aims to connect to and the value we have seen from the program in terms of 
the reduction in classroom behaviour during the end of 2019. 

Alongside the incredible support from the Lions Club, we have also had the first of our extended community 
connections, which we are aiming to continue throughout 2020. We are extremely grateful for the support 
from Wodonga Middle Years staff and students who attended for two weeks running earlier this term, and this 
week we had the support of our Koorie Education Support Officer.  This is a fantastic opportunity for our 
students to have a positive social interaction with the members of our extended community and it provides an 
extremely valuable opportunity for students to interact with community personnel and ask questions!  In the 
coming weeks, we will also have the Defence Force and Victoria Police attending. 

Our final breakfast for Term 1 will be on Thursday 26th March 2020. 

 

   
 

Fiona & Geoff, Engagement Team 



 

 

 

WODONGA MIDDLE YEARS ‘ON SHOW’ CANCELLED 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPASS EVENT NOTIFICATIONS 
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass 
Consent / 
Payment 
Due Date 

Breakfast Club March 17 Students only As usual 8.30-9.00am N/A 

Jindera Excursion March 18 CANCELLED   

Japan Tour Mar 19-30 CANCELLED   

Year Level Assemblies March 23-25 CANCELLED   

Sumsion Gardens March 27 CANCELLED   

Easter Raffle March 27 CANCELLED   

Easter Hat Parade March 27 CANCELLED   

Last Day Term 1 March 27 Whole School 2.30pm A full list of term dates is available from our website 

Term 2 April 13 Public Holiday NO SCHOOL – Easter Monday 

Term 2 April 14  Pupil Free Day NO SCHOOL – Staff Professional Development 

Term 2 First Day April 15 Whole school All students to attend for the start of Term 2, 9.00am 

Curriculum Day June 19 Whole School Student Led Conferences (all day) – NO SCHOOL 

Last Day Term 2 June 26 Whole School 2.30pm A full list of term dates is available from our website 

http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/term-dates.html
http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/term-dates.html


Protect yourself  
and your family
Wash your hands regularly

Stay germ free and healthy

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, April 2018 (1803034)

Wet your hands.

Put soap on 
your hands.

Rub the soap over all 
parts of your hands for 
at least 20 seconds.

Rinse your 
hands under 

running water.

Dry your hands thoroughly 
with disposable paper towel 
or hand dryer.

1

3

5

2

4



Reduce your risk of coronavirus 

To receive this publication in an accessible 
format email COVID-19@dhhs.vic.gov.au
Authorised and published by the Victorian 
Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, March 2020. (2001628_v1)

www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus
Find out more

    

    

    

If you are concerned, call the

Coronavirus hotline 1800 675 398 (24 hours) 
Please keep Triple Zero (000) for emergencies only

WASH your hands often with soap and running water, 
for at least 20 seconds. Dry with paper towel or 
hand dryer.

TRY not to touch your eyes, nose or mouth.

COVER your nose and mouth with a tissue when 
you cough or sneeze. If you don’t have a tissue 
cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve or elbow. 

STAY at home if you feel sick. If you take medication 
make sure you have enough.

PHONE your doctor or the hotline – 1800 675 398 – 
if you need medical attention. They will tell you 
what to do.

CONTINUE healthy habits: exercise, drink water,  
get plenty of sleep.

WEARING a face mask is not necessary if 
you are well.

BUY an alcohol-based hand sanitiser 
with over 60% alcohol.



            
    

Protect yourself  
and your family
Cover your cough and sneeze

Stay germ free and healthy

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
© State of Victoria, April 2018 (1804028)

COVER your mouth 
and nose with a 
tissue when you 
cough or sneeze.

Put your used 
tissue in the 
rubbish BIN.

If you don’t have a tissue, cough 
or sneeze into your upper sleeve 
or elbow, NOT YOUR HANDS.

WASH your hands with soap and 
running water. Dry your hands 

thoroughly with a disposable 
paper towel or hand dryer.

1

3

2

4



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
STATEMENT ON SCHOOL CLOSURES IN VICTORIA 
 

Dr Brett Sutton MBBS MPHTM FAFPHM FRSPH FACTM MFTM 
Victorian Chief Health Officer 
Victorian Chief Human Biosecurity Officer 
 

 

The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) met recently to consider the issue of 
school closures in relation to the community transmission of COVID-19. 

The Committee’s advice is that pre-emptive school closures are not likely to be proportionate or 
effective as a public health intervention to prevent community transmission of COVID-19 at this time. 

As Victoria’s Chief Health Officer and as a member of the AHPPC, I fully endorse this advice in relation 
to schools in Victoria. 

There is currently limited information on the contribution of children to transmission of COVID-19. The 
WHO-China Joint Mission noted the primary role of household transmission and observed that children 
tended to be infected from adults. 

Previous work suggests that the potential reduction in community transmission from pre-emptive 
school closures may be offset by the care arrangements that are in place for children who are not at 
school. 

There is a particular risk associated with the fact that children may require care from vulnerable 
grandparents or may continue to associate (and transmit infection) outside of school settings. 

Broadly, the health advice on school closures from previous respiratory epidemics shows the health 
costs are often underestimated and the benefits are overestimated. 

This may be even more so in relation to COVID-19 as unlike influenza, the impact on otherwise healthy 
children has been minimal to date. 

For pre-emptive school closures to be effective, prolonged closure is required and it would be unclear 
when they could be re-opened. If there were still a large pool of susceptible students when schools are 
re-opened, there would be likely to be re-emergence of transmission in the community. 

School closures may still be considered late in the outbreak in anticipation of a peak in infection rates, 
for a shorter period of time. Short term reactive school closures may also be warranted to allow cleaning 
and contact tracing to occur. 

Should evidence change in relation to school closures then my advice to the sector, in collaboration with 
AHPPC, would of course change also. 


