
 

 

 

Welcome to Week 6 Parents & Caregivers, 

This week is an exciting week for half of our student body. Camps Week is a great opportunity for our Year 4-6 
students to practice their ‘TEAMS’ skills while discovering themselves independently away from school and 
home. Camps aim to provide the opportunity for students to extend their personal growth attributes of social, 
emotional and responsibility skills. Thanks to our wonderful staff for making the opportunities a reality and 
also to our families for preparing their students.  

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 

The governance body of our school has been established for 2020. Thanks to parents who nominated to be on 
School Council this year, we look forward to working collaboratively on the school’s behalf. As the nominations 
received equalled the advertised vacancies, there is no need for an election to be held.  

Our 2020 School Councillors will now come together on Monday March 16th for our first School Council 
meeting. This is also our AGM (Annual General Meeting) where executive positions are elected and task forces 
set for the coming year. 

Parents who are not officially on SC, may be part of any of the school’s task forces, these will be advertised to 
the school community after the AGM. So, if you have a special interest in any of the task forces, please do get 
involved! Please see Damian Duncan if you want more information. 

Existing SC Parent Members (mid-term): Trish McGuire, Emily Bramich, Corrie Pierce 

Returning SC Parent Members (newly elected): Greg Pinkerton, Nat Thompson 

Newly elected SC Parent Members: Melanie Simpson, Belinda Rimell 

Existing SC DET Member (mid-term): Maureen Murray 

Newly elected SC DET Members: Christine Forrest, Isobel Tait 

Principal Rep: Damian Duncan 

 
 

TEACHER LED CONFERENCES 

Well done and thank you to our parent community for making connections at the Teacher Led Conferences. 
Last week, we had over 650 bookings which is a great result. If you did not attend, please contact your child’s 
teacher to coordinate an alternative time.   

 

FOUNDATION STUDENTS: Wednesday Attendance 

As we’ve now entered the month of March, Foundation students are reminded that they are now required to 
attend school full time! Last Wednesday, was the final week of the mid-week rest days. We hope their stamina 
for learning is switched-on so that classroom routines can be implemented fully each day.  
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ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER  

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for standard school 
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found via our website.  

For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents.  

 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE RELEASE TEACHERS  

Once a term, your child’s teacher is released from classroom instruction 
to grow professionally. All Victorian teachers receive the day to focus 
on improving professionally and also to allocate time to things such as 
long-term planning, assessing students and/or observing other teachers 
teaching. While classroom teachers are out of the classroom on these 
days, either Amy Hill (left) or Allicia Hayes (right) will teach your child’s 
class. Amy and Allicia teach the Health Curriculum detailed below.  

 

 

HEALTH ACHIEVEMENT STANDARDS 

Foundation By the end of Foundation Level, students recognise how they are growing and changing. They identify and describe 
the different emotions people experience. They identify actions that help them be healthy, safe and physically active. 
They identify different settings where they can be active and how to move and play safely. They describe how their 
body responds to movement. 
Students use personal and social skills when working with others in a range of activities. They demonstrate, with 
guidance, practices to keep themselves safe and healthy in different situations and activities.  

Years 1 & 2 By the end of Level 2, students describe changes that occur as they grow older. They recognise how strengths and 
achievements contribute to identities. They understand how emotional responses impact on others’ feelings. They 
examine messages related to health decisions and describe how to help keep themselves and others healthy, safe and 
physically active. Students demonstrate positive ways to interact with others. They select strategies at home and/or 
school to keep themselves healthy and safe and are able to ask for help with tasks or problems. 

Years 3 & 4 By the end of Level 4, students recognise strategies for managing change. They examine influences that strengthen 
identities. They investigate how emotional responses vary and understand how to interact positively with others in 
different situations including in physical activities. Students interpret health messages and discuss the influences on 
healthy and safe choices. They understand the benefits of being fit and physically active. They describe the 
connections they have to their community and how these can promote health and wellbeing. 

Years 5 & 6 By the end of Level 6, students investigate developmental changes and transitions. They understand the influences 
people and places have on personal identities. They recognise the influence of emotions on behaviours and discuss 
factors that influence how people interact. They describe their own and others’ contributions to health, physical 
activity, safety and wellbeing. They describe the key features of health-related fitness and the significance of physical 
activity participation to health and wellbeing. They examine how community wellbeing is supported by celebrating 
diversity and connecting to the natural and built environment. 

 

 

KIND Student of the Week 

Congratulations to Mia Petrovski for being “spotted” acting KINDLY towards other 
students this week. Well done Mia from CH4!!! 
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EASTER HAT PARADE: Friday March 27th  

Our Annual Easter Hat parade will be held in the Ariel Centre on the last day of term, Friday March 27th. 
Students are encouraged to create an Easter hat at home with their family and bring it to school on that day. 
We will parade around the gym from 9:10am to 9:45am, so please pop this special event on your calendars at 
home.  

In readiness for our Easter Raffle, parents are asked to donate some Easter goodies/treasures to school so we 
can make-up lots of Easter hampers as prizes. Winners will be drawn on the morning of our Easter Hat parade. 

Next week, students will bring home a book of raffle tickets for families to sell. All raffle tickets and goodies are 
asked to be handed into the office by Tuesday March 24th.  

 
Kind Regards 

Damian Duncan, Principal 

 

POSSIBLE PHONE OUTAGE 

The school’s Internet Broadband connection will be updated tomorrow morning by Optus. This has been 
scheduled before school hours, and is not expected to impact on phone access. However, we all know the 
unexpected can happen, so please be aware that our phones may not be working. 

If this is the case, please send any urgent communications to the school’s email account: 
Wodonga.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au until the phones are re-instated. 

 

 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL: Years 4/5/6 

Our Year 4, 5 & 6 Athletics Carnival is fast approaching on Friday March 13th. 

All students in Year 4, 5 & 6 are encouraged to attend and participate in the variety of athletic events. The 
event is predominately focused on participation and providing students the opportunity to challenge 
themselves. Students have been instructed in the events during PE lessons and Sport at school so have all the 
knowledge required to participate and enjoy the experience! 

An Event has been created on Compass that we need all parents/carers to access and provide consent for and 
pay the $6 per student fee to cover the costs associated with the carnival. If this could be done as soon as 
possible and definitely before Tuesday 10th March that would be appreciated. 

All information regarding the carnival including student attire and food and drink is covered in the Compass 
Event. 

If you have any difficulties with Compass or any further questions regarding the event please don’t hesitate to 
contact the front office or myself. 

Blake Maxworthy, PE Coordinator 

 

UPPER HUME DIVISION SWIMMING REPORT 

Last Friday, 24 WPS students represented our school at the Upper Hume Division Swimming Carnival. All 
students had an outstanding day, delivering excellent performances in the pool, and displaying exemplary 
sportsmanship.  

While all students tried their very best, it was some of our boys who outswam their competitors to earn a top 
3 placing and ribbon. 

Congratulations to all members of our team for a wonderful day, and in particular our place getters and 
Regional qualifiers (1st and 2nd place getters) listed below. 
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EVENT PLACE STUDENT/S 

12/13 Yrs Boys Freestyle 2nd  Daniel Schubert 
   

9/10 Yrs Boys Backstroke 3rd  Blake Maybury-Crow 

12/13 Yrs Boys Backstroke 3rd   Christian Davey 
   

9/10 Yrs Boys Breaststroke 3rd  Benjamin Davey 

12/13 Yrs Boys Breaststroke 1st Christian Davey 

12/13 Yrs Boys Breaststroke 2nd Cohen Thorp 

12/13 Yrs Boys Breaststroke 3rd  Daniel Schubert 
   

9/10 Yrs Boys Butterfly 1st  Benjamin Davey 

12/13 Yrs Boys Butterfly 3rd  Cohen Thorp 
   

9/10 Yrs Boys Freestyle Relay 2nd  Benjamin Davey, Darcy Thorpe, Kye Linssen, Zac Jones 

12/13 Yrs Boys Freestyle Relay 1st Daniel Schubert, Christian Davey, Cohen Thorp, Miller Bedson 

12/13 Yrs Boys Medley Relay 2nd  Daniel Schubert, Christian Davey, Cohen Thorp, Miller Bedson 

 
See more photos on our Facebook page – posted today. 
 

   
 

Blake Maxworthy, PE Coordinator 

 

STUDENT LEADERS 

This week, the Student Leaders completed one and a half days of Peer Mediation training in order to be able 
to assist students in the yard. They have some strategies for helping students solve friendship problems 
including feeling excluded or lonely, verbal disputes and arguments about fair play. The Student Leaders have 
proudly put on their pink vests and headed out in pairs at each break. Other leaders have also headed out to 
support structured game play.  

We would also like to thank the Student Leaders from 2019 who have been filling this role until the new 
leaders completed their training. 

   



 

 

 

ANZAC DAY COLOURING COMPETITION 

Anzac Day is one of Australia’s most important national occasions. It marks the anniversary of the first major 
military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the First World War.  

To coincide with Anzac Day, we are encouraging students to enter the colouring-in competition attached 
which is being run nationally. Please return your entries to our DSM (Defence Student Mentor), Brett Lewis at 
school, by March 26th. All entries will then be submitted via post by our school on your behalf. 

 

 

 

 

UPSTREAM FESTIVAL 

Have a look at the activities that are on offer from March 6th to March 9th.  Come and check out the sculpture at Junction 
Place that some of the students will help to create this Friday. 
 

 
https://www.wodonga.vic.gov.au/Microsites/Upstream-Festival-of-Art-Culture 
 

Kirsty Wakefield, Art Coordinator 

 

https://www.wodonga.vic.gov.au/Microsites/Upstream-Festival-of-Art-Culture


 

 

 

 

COMPASS EVENT NOTIFICATIONS 
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass 
Consent / 
Payment 
Due Date 

Canberra Camp March 2-4 Year 6 Expected return time: 5.30pm March 4th   

Borambola Camp March 2-4 Year 5 Expected return time: 3.00pm March 4th   

Foundation Students March 4 Foundation FIRST WEDNESDAY ATTENDANCE for 2020  

Bowna Camp March 5 & 6 Year 4 Expected return time: 3.00pm March 6th   

Upstream Workshops March 6 Year 3/5/6  Consent required, no cost Feb 28 

Grandparents / Special 
Friends Day 

March 6 Foundation 9.00 – 11.15am, see Year Level newsletter N/A 

Labour Day Public 
Holiday 

March 9 Whole School PUBLIC HOLIDAY – No School  

Jindera Excursion March 11 BR3/BR4/BR5 Consent & payment required: $14.00 Mar 10 

Athletics Carnival March 13 Years 4/5/6 Consent & payment required: $6.00 Mar 10 

SC AGM / Meeting March 16 Council members 6.00pm – school administration building N/A 

Jindera Excursion March 18 BR1/BR2/BR6 Consent & payment required: $14.00 Mar 16 

Japan Tour Mar 19-30 Selected students Refer to separate communications As advised 

Year Level Assemblies March 23-25 All students Refer to table below N/A 

Sumsion Gardens March 27 Foundation students Consent & payment required: $4.50 Mar 25 

Easter Hat Parade March 27 All students 9.10am – in the Ariel Centre – all welcome N/A 

Last Day Term 1 March 27 Whole School A full list of term dates is available from our website 

First Day Term 2 April 14  Whole School Please note, this is a TUESDAY! 

Curriculum Day June 19 Whole School Student Led Conferences (all day) – NO SCHOOL 

Last Day Term 2 June 26 Whole School A full list of term dates is available from our website 

https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=2253
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=2261
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=2264
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=2262
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=2260
http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/term-dates.html
http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/term-dates.html





