
 

 

 

 

Welcome to another week at WPS. 

This week, we are connecting with families through the Teacher Led Conferences occurring Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday. Bookings closed on Friday last week, however if you’ve missed the opportunity, please 
negotiate a time with your classroom teacher for a brief catch-up. 

A big thank you to Maureen Murray for giving up her weekend to support our Year Five students at the 
Bogong Leadership Camp last weekend. It was great hearing them share their stories at assembly this morning. 
A student report on the camp can be found later in the newsletter. 

Speaking of camps, next week we send our Year 4, 5 & 6 students off to their respective camps. Please ensure 
that you regularly check your Compass newsfeed and emails for important updates and information from Year 
Level teachers around the organisation and preparation specific to each camp. All permissions and camp 
balances were due last week, please contact the office if you have any concerns.  

Well done to the students who participated in the Upper Hume Division swimming last Friday. A full report is 
detailed below. A special thanks to Blake Maxworthy for organising the event, and parents, Rachael Voogt and 
Tina Sims for assisting on the day. 

Have a great week, 

James Harris 
PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS / STUDENT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Parent Contribution Statements and Student Contact Information sheets are being mailed to your current 
postal address this week.  

Parents are asked to make payment as soon as possible. If you are unable to make payment in full, part 
payments are welcome. Payment plans are available to those who are experiencing financial difficulty. Please 
contact our Business Manager, Chantal Gardner to arrange a payment plan. Payments can be made via 
Cash/Cheque/EFTPOS at the office or via BPay using the reference details on your statement. 

If you hold a Health Care Card or Pension Card, and have not yet applied for the Camps, Sport and Excursion 
Fund (CSEF)- please see Faye in the office urgently. 

Parents are asked to carefully check all contact information for their students attending Wodonga Primary 
School, mark any changes on the form, and return it to the school office as soon as possible. This is to ensure 
the chain of communication between school and home is accurate and effective.  

Parents are also asked to ensure the school has updated information in relation to Court Orders and Medical 
conditions relating to their child/ren. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

We have conducted a successful School Council nomination process with the required number of nominations 
received to fill vacancies. School Council will be enhanced by the inclusion of new parent members Corrie 
Pearce, Emily Bramich and Crystal Egan. The successful re-nomination and appointment of Trish McGuire fills 
the remaining parent vacancy. We look forward to working with our new members across the coming year.  
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Our first School Council meeting is on Monday March 18th at 6pm, commencing with the AGM and followed by 
a regular SC meeting. Information will be emailed to all councillors by March 15th. 

 

SMOKING AROUND SCHOOLS 

At the commencement of the school year, we take this opportunity to remind parents of the policy related to 
smoking around the entry points to school grounds. We therefore encourage parents / friends who do smoke, 
to please observe the Dept of Education’s policy which states: ‘From 13 April 2015, smoking within four metres 
of an entrance to all primary and secondary schools in Victoria, and within the school grounds is banned.’  

More information is available at:  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/governance/Pages/smokingban.aspx  
 
 

BOGONG CAMP: Student Reports 

The camp was really good because I had a lot of fun and I learned to trust people more and I also learnt that I 

don’t like STAIRS because there were way too many. 

My favourite part of camp was the food because it made me almost explode and I also liked doing the skits. 

Blue group decided to do something like Wizard of Oz for our skit, and it was based on Mount Potato. The 

words we had to use were; confidence, happiness, encouragement, mountain and potato. I was the element 

Confidence, so one of the heroes, “Sir Roast” had to tell me a joke. Sir Roast – aka Joseph – was to say he 

wasn’t confident in his jokes and the other hero “Lady Mash” was to encourage him. I gave him confidence 

for making me laugh and then we moved on to happiness. Lady Mash had to show Happiness a dance and 

Lady Mash said to Sir Roast that she wasn’t confident in her dance moves but Sir Roast encouraged her to 

do it. So the element of Happiness gave them her power. Then the Encouragement stopped them and gave 

them the element of encouragement because they encouraged each other. They took the heart of Mount Potato 

(which was a sweet potato) and they ended the skit. I also liked the other skits as well. 

There was nothing I disliked so I have no cool feedback.  ~  Molly Pradier, HO2 

 
 

    
Possums ready! Challenge So many stairs! Trust 

 
On the first day we had a two hour bus ride. I learnt that you have to be patient. We 

went on a night walk. We went on a magic carpet where one person lay on it and 

everyone else went up and down and threw you into the air and caught you again. 

On the second day, one of the activities was orienteering. You went in a team and you 

looked around for red tins. We got ten out of twelve. When you were doing this you 

needed to use teamwork to find the tins. 

On day three we had a go on the flying possum. A team of students and teachers pulled 

on the rope and the possum person started flying into the air.  – Leteisha Albon, HO5 
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FOUNDATION HEADSHOTS: Thursday 28th  

On Thursday, Leading Image Photography will be at our school taking photos of all 2019 Foundation students 
for our database. The purpose of these photos is to ensure we have updated identification of all students in 
Compass and other school programs. These photos are not available for parents to purchase. We will still be 
looking forward to seeing the kids smiling faces though!  

Our annual school photos will be taken in Term 3 when parents will be given an opportunity to purchase 
copies (more details then). 
 

UPPER HUME DIVISION SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

Last Friday, 24 students represented WPS at the Upper Hume Division Swimming Carnival. They competed 
against some of the best swimmers in the area for the chance to compete at the Regional Swimming Carnival 
to be held in Shepparton in March. Every student gave their all and were happy with their performances.  

Despite the strength of the competition, our team managed to achieve some 3rd and 4th place finishes during 
the day. Our biggest success came late in the day when our 11 Year Boys Freestyle Relay Team came in first 
place (below left, Miller Bedson, Cohen Thorpe, Ben Back & Christian Davey). With only the top two swimmers 
of each event progressing through to the Regional level, at the present time our relay boys are the only 
members of our team who have qualified.  

Overall, it was an outstanding day and it was wonderful to see the WPS team spirit! Team members were 
cheering each other on and supporting their team-mates and there was plenty of parent and family support 
from the poolside too. 

   

Blake Maxworthy, PE Coordinator 
 

RICHMOND FC VISIT 

Today, we had four Richmond Football Club players; Josh Caddy, Ryan Garthwaite, Sydney Stack and Derek 
Eggmolesse-Smith visit WPS. The players answered many questions from the students and then gave 
autographs. The students had a great time meeting their heroes. Checkout all the photos on our Facebook 
page. 

   

  



 

 

 

TESSELAAR BULB DRIVE 

The school is running a Term 1 fundraiser to facilitate garden upgrades to the school’s entry. Students will 
bring home the order forms this week, and parents can order directly online following the link: 
www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/WodongaPS  . Orders close on April 4th, 2019 and bulbs will be delivered directly 
to your home address. The fundraiser is brought to us by Tesselaar with 40% of the total sales’ dollars being 
returned to the school. We look forward to being able to create a more inviting entrance to our school 
grounds with your support.  

 

 

REMINDERS 
 

Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass 
Consent / 
Payment 
Due Date 

Slow Food Weekly Year 3 Payment required $150 Apr 5 

Year 6 Camp Mar 4-6 Year 6 Consent & payment balance $285 Overdue 

Year 5 Camp Mar 4-6 Year 5 Consent & payment balance $200 Overdue 

Year 4 Camp Mar 7 & 8 Year 4 Consent & payment balance $100 Overdue 

Grandparent’s /Friends Day Mar 8 Foundation students No permission/cost (view details here)  N/A 

http://www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/WodongaPS
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1788
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1787
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1790
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1791
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1793

