
 

 

 

 

Welcome to another week at WPS. This week and next, Damian Duncan is on well-earned Long Service Leave, 
and in his absence, I will be stepping into the role of Acting Principal. I will be capably supported by Christine 
Forrest and Jye Williams, and we welcome Brendon Peisley from Year 5, into the Leadership Team for the two 
weeks. 

Well done to those who were selected out of a huge pool of students to be Wodonga Primary School Student 
Leaders in 2019. Further details are outlined below.  

It was wonderful to see so many students, families and staff getting involved in the City2City run/walk 
yesterday. It is such a worthy cause and WPS was certainly well represented.  

Please ensure you read the information around the Teacher Led Conferences occurring next week, as we look 
forward to making strong connections with families again in 2019. 

Good luck to those participating in the Division Swimming on Friday, we look forward to you sharing this 
experience during Assembly next Monday. 

Have a great week everyone! 

James Harris 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 

As outlined last week, we currently have four parent vacancies on School Council for the coming 2019/20 
school years. If you wish to be part of the governing board of our school, please drop by the office and pick-up 
a SC Nomination form, nominations close on Wednesday February 20th. School Council is a great way of being 
involved in many aspects of Wodonga PS. Please consider becoming involved. 
 

TEACHER LED CONFERENCES 

Please remember to book your Teacher Led Conference via Compass. These are a great opportunity for 
families to connect with their child’s classroom teacher around the learning planned for your child/ren. Our 
conferences will occur on Monday February 25th, Tuesday February 26th and Wednesday February 
27th.  Parents can book a time via the ‘Book Parent Student Teacher Conference’ link on your student portal. 
Booking times are from 8:00 to 8:40am and 3:20 to 6:00pm each day.  

In preparation for the Conferences, we have created an optional Insight for you to give your child's teacher/s 
some pre-information around your child/children's strengths, areas of focus and any other relevant 
information. 

CSEF: Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities.  

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for 
CSEF. Please refer to the previous newsletters for information or drop into the school office and complete an 
application.  Any queries, please contact Faye at the school office on 6048 0300. 
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STUDENT / FAMILY SUPPORT @ WPS 

At Wodonga Primary School, we have many avenues of support for students and families. The following staff 
are responsible for different aspects of assisting student wellbeing at our school: 

 

 

Elaine Payne - Student Wellbeing Officer: Elaine heads-up the Students with Disabilities 
team and coordinates our classroom Integration Aides. She assists with Student Support 
Group (SSG) meetings and coordinates Aide timetables. Elaine is also a wonderful asset 
to students on a one-to-one basis where additional wellbeing support is required.  

 

Fiona Stanley -School Psychologist: Fiona works in our Wellbeing and Engagement Team 
three days a week. As the leading mental health expert in our school, Fiona works closely 
with students, families and staff to cater for students with complex social, emotional, 
educational and behavioural needs. These intensive and individualised supports focus 
around supporting all stakeholders through the implementation of various strategies and 
resources. 

 

Geoff O’Neill - School Chaplain: Geoff has a pivotal role in assisting students with 
emotional, trauma and specific engagement needs. Geoff liaises with outside agencies to 
help families. He analyses our student wellbeing data and then creates and implements 
programs at different levels for students or groups of students. Geoff has worked at our 
school for close-on 10 years and is in-tune with the culture of our school and the 
supports available to assists students. 

 

Megan Foster – DSM - Defence School Mentor: Megan is a key staff member for our 
defence families. As defence families are re-posted quite frequently, schools are funded 
to provide a DSM. Megan helps students settle into their new school and also prepares 
students for an imminent move to a new school. She works hard on ensuring total 
inclusion for our defence families and organises special events. Megan works at our 
school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  

 

Maureen Murray - Maureen is employed for three days as out PLC Link Leader, details of 
this role were outlined in last week’s Newsletter. Maureen’s other role involves 
coordinating our Student Leadership program as well as connecting with new enrolments 
and their families. 

 

Jye Williams - Assistant Principal - Building a Positive Climate for Learning. Jye’s role is an 
influential and highly supportive one for our school. Jye coordinates Elaine, Fiona and 
Geoff as well as external supports provided by the Department of Education. Along with 
being the key Principal contact for Years 3 and 4 families, Jye has a deep passion for 
assisting the engagement and additional needs students of our school. 
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STUDENT LEADERS 

This morning, we announced our 2019 Student Leaders to the whole school. These leaders were selected by a 
panel consisting of Mr Duncan, Maureen and two student representatives; Mahd Ansari and Rylee Hooper. 
This was a gruelling process with over 65 applicants and interviews. We are extremely impressed with the 
response and the quality of applicants – we have shared Ethan’s application later in the newsletter. 

These leaders will be officially acknowledged at a Leadership Assembly in the near future where they will be 
presented their personalised leadership badges. 

Our 2019 Student Leaders 
Back Row (L-R): Lara Ditcham, Madeline Bennett, Lily Hawkins, Mia Swift, Joseph Lotan-Ebbels, Deon Voyatzis, 
Angus Prideaux, Ethan Mayne, Archer Andrews, Niall Thompson 

Front (L-R):  Zoe Brymora, Karli Kirley, Grace Phillips, Charlotte Sidebottom, Sara Jane Serrano, Erin Hayes, Ella 
Devine, Ruby Johnson, Maisy Barton 

Absent:  Tilly Walters 
 

SPORT SCHOOLS’ AMBASSADOR VICTORIA 

Last weekend, our 2018 PE Teacher, Skye Hillier was invited 

to the Sport Schools Ambassador function at the MCG for 

Cricket Victoria. She was one of three finalists nominated in 

our Region for her involvement and dedication to teaching 

cricket to primary-age students, and for encouraging 

students to participate in carnival days. We congratulate 

Skye on her passion and enthusiasm.  
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Ethan Mayne’s Student Leadership Application 

We were highly impressed by Ethan’s application and wanted to share it with you! 

Hi, my name is Ethan Mayne, and I am 11 years old and I like sports such as footy and cricket which 

has helped me work on being a better role model for my peers, and to be a good sport. 

Some of my strengths are that I can keep a group calm and not fight, also I get everyone to 

contribute to all the work. And, if they need help, I will help them with the question or work. 

Some of my goals for this year are to help people succeed in their work. Also to make some new 

friends and to make school a better place. 

I would like to be a student leader because I want school to be a good and cool place for kids to 

know they are safe and have someone they can rely on, in case they don’t like or are worried about 

school in some way. 

Some of my characteristics are caring, responsible and thoughtful. 

I have displayed good teamwork, when a little preppie cracked his head open, thankfully it ended up 

all ok. 

Thank you for listening. 

Ethan 

Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass 
Consent / 
Payment 
Due Date 

Slow Food Weekly Year 3 Payment required $150 Apr 5 

Division Swimming Feb 22 Selected students Payment & consent required $14 Feb 20 

Bogong Leadership Camp Feb 22-24 Selected students Consent required Feb 15 

Year 6 Camp Mar 4-6 Year 6 Consent & payment balance $285 Feb 22 

Year 5 Camp Mar 4-6 Year 5 Consent & payment balance $200 Feb 22 

Year 4 Camp Mar 7 & 8 Year 4 Consent & payment balance $100 Feb 22 

Grandparent’s /Friends Day Mar 8 Foundation students No permission/cost (view details here)  N/A 

https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1788
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1794
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1784
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1787
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1790
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1791
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1793

