
 

 

 

 

Thank you to the families who attended our “Music Brings Us Together” evening. It was a great community 
event where we saw many of our families have fun across the school, culminating in the BBQ to end the night.  

The fabulous banner pictured below was made on the night by parents and students. 

Our school encourages parent 
participation and the formation of 
strong connections. We hope that this 
evening is the first opportunity of 
many throughout the year. Families 
are encourage to be a part of the 
learning that occurs at WPS. You can 
do this in many ways, the most 
common is to be a classroom helper or 
an extra hand on excursions or camps. 
Please feel that you can continue to be 
a part of our school’s culture of 
openness and l earning.  

 

The second week of our school year has seen our classrooms settle into the routines of school. Both teachers 
and students are engaging in the daily instructional blocks of literacy and mathematics where students are 
learning through a balanced approach of whole group instruction with an explicit learning intention, 
participation in small teacher groups and independent learning tasks where students can be in the practice 
zone of their learning.  Respectful Relationship learning and Discovery learning has commenced where positive 
values and the exploration of our world occur.  

It was great to visit our specialist areas this week where students’ minds were expanded through The Arts, 
Languages, Physical Education and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). 

Kind Regards 
Damian Duncan 

DET School Reform 

As part of the Department of Education school reform agenda, from the commencement of the 2018 school 
year, each teacher is entitled to one day per term (four days per year) of release from their teaching duties to 
focus on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning. The work undertaken on these days will 
be consistent with Departmental and school priorities and the following areas are activities teachers can 
choose to partake in: planning, preparation, assessment of student learning, collaboration, curriculum 
development, relevant professional development and peer observation including feedback and reflection. 
Wodonga Primary has commenced the Teacher Professional Practice days whereby your child’s class is taken 
by a either Emma Walker or Amy Hill. Emma and Amy deliver a Health curriculum on this day which aims to 
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meet the curriculum expectations of the DET in a strategic and engaging way. Your child may come home and 
share the exciting learning activities they have participated in on their Professional Practice day. This term’s 
learning intention is; Explore actions that help make the classroom a healthy, safe and active place. Students 
will be successful in meeting this learning intention if they can identify and meet the following criteria;  

 I can explain and demonstrate how being fair and respectful contributes to class health and wellbeing 
 I can explore sustainable practices that students can implement in the classroom to improve the health 

and wellbeing of the class. 

 
Teacher Led Conferences 

Our Teacher Led Conferences are a great opportunity for families to connect with their child’s classroom 
teacher around the learning planned for your child/ren. Our conferences will occur on Monday February 26, 
Tuesday February 27 and Wednesday February 28.  Parents can book a time via the Compass Community 
portal - Conferences bookings which opens on Wednesday Feb 14th at 5:00pm. Booking times are from 8:00am 
to 8:45am and 3:20pm to 5:50pm each day. The before and after hours times have been made available to suit 
working families. Please be sure to make a booking and connect with your child’s teacher. 

 

Queen’s Baton Relay 

We are very excited to see the Queen’s Baton Relay come to Wodonga. This Thursday, the whole school will 
walk out to Beechworth Road to witness the historic event pass by. There is no cost for students to attend the 
passing of the relay, but families are required to consent via the Compass Event. Please do so by 5pm 
tomorrow.  
Please be aware that the Wodonga City Council will enact alot of changes to road usage on this day, so you 
may see delays in your commute to school. For more information, please see the Wodonga City Council 
notification later in this newsletter.  

 

Schools’ Privacy Policy  

The Schools’ Privacy Policy informs the school community that information about students can be shared to 
fulfil the schools’ core functions of educating and supporting our students. 

The Schools’ Privacy Policy establishes a clarified ‘need to know’ framework, where school staff share 
information about students with other staff who need to know as part of their role. This is consistent with 
Victorian privacy law. 

The Department of Education has developed a new Schools’ Privacy Policy and related documents for all 
Victorian government schools to implement, read more by following the link below: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/School's-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx  

 

Breakfast Club 

Wodonga Primary School will be running Breakfast Club again in 2018 after its success in Term 4 last year! 
Breakfast Club is available for all students and is aimed at providing food for those who typically arrive at 
school without eating breakfast, which can often affect learning and attendance.  

Breakfast Club will run weekly and commences on Thursday 22nd February from 8:30-8:55am. 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/School's-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


 
 

 

Library Lovers Day  

In conjunction with Valentine’s Day on February 14th, the library will be celebrating Library 
Lover’s day. 

Here’s how we feel about our Library….. 

 

 iteracy, learning and a         of reading 

ver 8436 engaging books to read. 

ariety of books and reading levels for all ages. 

nhance your knowledge of the world and enjoyment. 

 
   

COOPER BIANCA ISAAC 

 

Year 6 Polos 

Parents are reminded that the closing date for sending in your Year 6 school polos to have the back printed 
with all the Year 6 student names, is Wednesday February 14th, 4pm. 

Ensure your child’s polo is named on the tag, and that you’ve completed the form (available on Compass) and 
pay at the time of lodging. 

 

 

….well now you do! 

All parents wishing to help in classrooms or on excursions/camps require a Working with 
Children Check and a signed Wodonga Federation Code of Conduct to be presented to the 
school. 

It’s great to have a valid WWCC so you can participate in all school learning events throughout the year.  
Simply fill in the online form then finalise your application at a participating Victorian Australia Post retail 
outlet. You can find the online form at the following link…  
 
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/  

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/


 
 

 

Positive Parenting Telephone Service 

A FREE telephone-based parenting education program is for parents or grandparents caring for their 
grandchildren and carers of children aged 2 to 12 years, living in Victoria.  The aim is to increase access to all 
families including fathers, grandparents, kinship carers and rural families.  Participants will be provided with a 
workbook or online modules and will be supported by weekly 30-minute phone calls from a trained Parent 
Educator over a 6 -10 week period.  Appointments are available daytime, evening and Saturday mornings.   

This service is funded by The Department of Education and Training and The Department of Health and Human 
Services.  Read more here… 

 

CSEF – CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities. If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster 
parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and 
refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child.  

The annual CSEF amount per student is:  $125 for primary school students 

On the first day of term one (29 January 2018) or the first day of term two (18 April 2018), a parent or legal 
guardian of a student must be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: 

 Veterans Affairs Gold Card 

 Centrelink Health Care Card 

 Pensioner Concession Card 
OR  

 they must be a temporary foster parent 
AND  

 the parent or legal guardian must submit an application by the due date. 

Parents who receive a carer allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income 
tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with the above. 

Eligibility will be determined when the parent’s concession card successfully validates with Centrelink on either 
the first day of term one or term two. 

HOW TO APPLY:  Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

State Schools' Relief works closely with all government schools across Victoria. Each year State Schools' Relief 
provide assistance to Foundation families who are experiencing financial disadvantage with school clothing, 
shoes and other essential items and are holders of concession cards (eligible for CSEF). See flyer for details. 

 

NUT ALLERGIES 

Oh, nuts! They sure can cause you trouble if you're allergic to them — and a growing number of kids are these 
days. So what kind of nuts are we talking about? Peanuts, for one. A person also could be allergic to almonds, 
walnuts, pecans, cashews, hazelnuts, brazil nuts and pistachios. 
When you think of allergies, you might picture lots of sneezing and runny noses. However, unlike an allergy to 
spring flowers, a nut or peanut allergy can cause difficulty breathing and other very serious health problems. 
That is why it's very important for someone with a nut or peanut allergy to avoid eating nuts and peanuts, 
which can be tough because they're in lots of foods.  
While Wodonga Primary is not a nut free school, we encourage children to be aware of what is in their 
sandwiches and never to share food. If you have any concerns or queries please do not hesitate to speak with 
your class teacher or our school’s First Aid Officer. 
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Canteen Helpers Needed 

Our canteen relies on volunteer assistance with the preparation and serving of food daily under the guidance 
from our Canteen Manager. 
If you are able to help out any day for an hour or two, we’d appreciate your help.  
Please ring the school office with your details and we’ll ask Sindy or April to follow-up with you. You will need 
to also provide the school with your WWC before commencing. 
School lunches are dispensed at 11.20am (so there is preparation time beforehand) and the recess break 
begins at 1.30pm. 
 
 

Student Banking 

Student banking for both Hume and Commonwealth Banks will commence TOMORROW. Simply send in your 
bank books, deposit included and it will be banked and books returned the same day. Get saving WPS!!! 
 
 

Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

 

Event / Activity 
Event 
Date 

Who Information on Compass 
Permission / 
Payment Due 
Date 

Library Lovers Day Feb 14th Whole School Watch our quick video on FB on the day 

Come into the library and share the love! 

 

Year 6 Polos For Camp  Year 6 Polos to be submitted with payment Feb 14th 4pm 

Queen’s Baton Relay Feb 15th Whole School Permission required / No cost Feb 13th  5pm 

Student Voice  Feb 15th Selected students Permission required / No cost Feb 14th 5pm 

Student Leaders Assembly Feb 19th  Whole School Student Leaders 2018 presented to school N/A 

Slow Food All term Year 3 Tuesdays/Thursdays, pay here 29/3/18 

Borambola Camp Mar 5-7 Year 5 Out soon, deposit – pay deposit here Deposit overdue 

Canberra Camp Mar 7-9 Year 6 Out soon – pay deposit here Deposit overdue 

Great Aussie Resort Mar 8-9 Year 4 Out soon, deposit – pay deposit here Deposit overdue 

Jindera Museum Excursion March 16 Year 1 Out soon Details soon 

F-3 Sports March 28 Years F-3 Out soon No cost 

Last Day Term 1 March 28 All Early finish, time tba soon N/A 

https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1305
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1311
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1302
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1240
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1241
https://wodonga-ps-vic.compass.education/Organise/Activities/Events/Event.aspx?eventId=1239


 

 
 
 

 
Notice to Schools 

Queens Baton Relay 2018 Event 
 
Date: Thursday, February 15, 2018 
 
Event time: 9.20am to 10:30am 
 
Location: Silva Drive- Melrose Drive - Brockley Street - Beechworth Road - High Street – Junction 
Square 
 

 Wodonga Council is excited to announce Wodonga has been selected to be a host city for the Queen’s 
Baton Relay (QBR). The Gold Coast is hosting the Commonwealth Games in April, 2018.  

 
Wodonga Council invites schools to join us to help celebrate the journey. We encourage all schools to line 
the streets during the relay time to support the baton bearers.  
 
A community celebration will take place at Junction Square from 9.00am – 11.15am. 

  
In order to host the international event council has been asked to close all roads along the route.    
 
The following roads will be closed for the relay:  

 
 Please ensure you arrive to school on time (before 9am) on this day to avoid the road closures in 

place.  
 

We encourage the community not to park their cars on the street along the route for the duration 
of the event to allow for better viewing of the relay, however, this will not be enforced. 

 
Map of relay route - please turn over. 
 
For further information regarding the event, please contact event manager Kim Strang via email 
kstrang@wodonga.vic.gov.au or phone on (02) 6022 9283. 

   
 Kind regards Kim Strang 
 

Road to be Closed Time of Road Closure 

Church Street 6:00am – 12.30pm 

High Street 8:30am – 11am 

Silva Drive 9:00am – 10am 

Melrose Drive 9:00am – 10.15am 

Brockley Street 9:00am – 10.40am 

Elgin Boulevard (Between Hovell St and Smythe St) 9:00am – 11am 

Beechworth Road  9:00am – 10.45am 

mailto:kstrang@wodonga.vic.gov.au


 

 




