
 

 

 

 

Welcome to 2018 at Wodonga Primary School.  

Acknowledgement  

It is with great pride and honour that I write my first Newsletter to our Wodonga Primary School community. 
For the next six months, I will be Acting Principal in lieu of Pam Martin’s long service leave, as a lead-up to her 
official retirement in June.  

I have esteemed respect for the students, parents and staff of Wodonga Primary School and will endeavour to 
uphold the valued traditions of the school as well as contribute towards keeping this school great - a true pillar 
of the Wodonga community. I have big shoes to fill and will work tirelessly to ensure the needs of our students 
are put first and that quality education is our number one agenda item.  

Thank you in advance for putting your trust in me, I am prepared to be a responsive Principal who listens, acts 
and cares for all who turn to me. I truly am excited for the upcoming school year and look forward to working 
collaboratively with the school community.  

Engaging Learning and Expanding Minds will prevail under my leadership.  

Kind Regards 

Damian Duncan 
Annual Community Night  - Tuesday February 6th: 5.30pm 

This year’s start of year Community Night is entitled “Music Brings 
us Together”. As music truly does bring people together and the 
music program is an important part of what makes Wodonga 
Primary School special, we are using this theme to encourage 
families to come to school and enjoy a relaxing evening; being 
social, meeting staff and participating in a fun scavenger hunt 
competition. See flyer for full details and be sure to fill out the 
Compass Insight if you want a free sausage in bread. Looking 
forward to seeing you all there!  

 

 

Strategic Plan & Annual Implementation Plan 

2018 is an exciting time for our school on many levels, one in particular is the commencement of our four-year 
Strategic Plan. The Strategic Plan was developed in 2017 at the conclusion of our School Review. Thank you to 
all who contributed to the Review and supported the leadership team in developing the plan. The complete 
Strategic Plan can be found on our website. 
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The three main goals for the four years are: 

Goal 1 To improve student outcomes in Reading and Maths. 

Targets Year Three and Five VCAA NAPLAN mean data score to be at or above schools with similar 
characteristics for Reading and Maths 
Relative growth in VCAA NAPLAN data for students in years 3 and 5 (Maths and Reading) to be at or 
above like schools. 
Teacher Victorian Curriculum judgements to indicate a growth of 10% (2017 current 77.7%) in 
students achieving a C or above in Reading and Maths. 

Goal 2 To increase student intellectual engagement to maximise student learning outcomes. 

Targets Relative growth in VCCA NAPLAN data Year 3 and 5 (Reading, Maths, Writing) to be at or above 
schools with similar characteristics 
Teacher Victorian Curriculum judgements to indicate growth of 7.6% to reach 85% (Currently 77.4%) in 
students achieving a C or above in all curriculum areas. 
Department Attitudes to school survey domain of "Effective teacher practice for cognitive 
engagement" will demonstrate a 10% growth from 2018 baseline data to the 2021 student opinions of 
"effective teaching time" and "differentiated teaching challenge" categories. 

Goal 3 Build a leadership structure to enhance the learning leader’s capacity to lead and implement 
change. 

Targets Results from the staff survey indicate the following: 
·   Collective efficacy to be above State mean 
·    Leadership visibility to be above State mean 
·    Staff survey to maintain above state results in School Climate and Leadership modules 

 

Our AIP (Annual Implementation Plan) can also be found on our Website. In 2018, we will be focusing on Goals 
1 and 3. 

 

Our School Day  

In order to fit all of our Specialist rotations comfortably into the school day, with our increasing enrolment, it 
has been necessary to change the timing of our second break and subsequent Learning time. Please see the 
changes listed below in orange.  

9.00  - 11.20am        Learning Time (Brain Food eaten at 10am) 
11.20  - 11.30am       Lunch (supervised eating time in Classroom) 
11.30  - 12pm            Play time in the Yard 
12.00  - 1.25pm             Learning Time  
1.25  - 1.30pm          Afternoon snack (supervised eating in Classroom)         
1.30  - 2.00pm          Recess (play time) 
2.00  - 3.15pm         Learning Time 
 
Please note: Yard supervision commences from 8.45-9.00am and then from 3.15-3.30pm on school days. 
 
 

Parking Around the School 

Parents are reminded that the adjacent Medical Centre Carpark is provided for 
patients requiring medical attention at the Centre. Please refrain from using that 
carpark for school pick-ups and drop-offs and use the many spaces located around 
WPS and the carpark in Beechworth Rd. 

We have Council Crossing Supervisors on all sides of the school, so why not park a 
short distance from the school and encourage your child to walk to your car? 



 

 

 

Welcome to New Staff 

We have eleven new teaching staff commencing at our school this year along with two Educational Support 
Staff. Please make them welcome and be sure to say “hi” if you see them at next week’s “Music Brings Us 
Together” community evening.  

New Staff 

      

Varina Petersen 
4VP 

Nicola Hayes 
0NH 

Samantha Martins 
0SM 

Monika King 
0MK 

Kellie Rutherfurd 
1KR 

Leeanna Spencer 
2LS 

      

Ryan Gordon 
6RG 

Danielle Slocombe 
5DS 

Elizabeth Beames 
5EB 

Kirsty Wakefield 
ART 

Amy Rooke 
3AR 

Olivia Jensen 
ES Support 

 

Additional ES Staff: Amy Wilcox (Library support) – not pictured 

Welcome back to… 

 Bridget Glass from a fantastic ITF year in Canada.  

 Cath Russell who will be supporting Year 1 two days a week.  

 Emma Walker who takes on a two-day professional practice role.   

 Susanne Drummond who will run the Slow Food program. 

 

Stationery Packs 

Thank you to all the families who have purchased and collected their stationery pack and have sent it along to 
school with your child/ren today. Due to the unforeseen delivery issue, we have 80 packs ordered but not yet 
distributed. We have been notified that these should arrive on Thursday. 

If you have paid for your student’s pack: we will distribute packs directly to students when they arrive. 

If you have not yet paid for your student’s pack: we recommend coming in to make payment so that your 
child receives it asap. No packs will be distributed until they are paid for. 

Errors from Packs: 

 Year 2: Visi-Max Dry Erase Markers (bullet-tip Pack of 4) are missing from all packs. Our supplier has 
been notified of this issue and it will be rectified within the next 2 weeks. 

 Year 6: Received left handed scissors instead of right. Our supplier has been notified of this issue and it 
will be rectified within the next 2 weeks. 

We sincerely apologise for the delay in getting these to you, but would like to thank all parents for their 
patience. We would also like to thank those parents who participated in the collection days. These days 
ran very smoothly, a big improvement from last year. 



 

 

 

School Improvements 

Over the holidays, we’ve had a number of improvements made to our school environment. As you move 
around the school, you might notice… 

 Alterations to our administration building to accommodate meeting spaces and additional staff. 
 A sun-smart sail shade over our senior playground courtesy of a grant. 
 The erection of the senior outdoor area near the Mitchell building.  
 A new wider entrance gate to the Cherry Tree entrance to our school.  
 Fencing around the staff car park / senior play equipment and new portable.  
 Timber benches in the courtyard and eating area were sanded and stained.  
 The re-establishment of the junior basketball rings which is now an actual court! (pint sized) 
 Additional soft-fall mulch to the play equipment.  
 New pit covers to service pits in the courtyard and outside the canteen to ensure safety.  

Our School Council taskforce will oversee many other improvements this year such as the re-establishment of 
the junior sandpit, more shade to various areas and the surfacing under the senior outdoor shade area.  

 

Defence Force Families 

Defence All Stars Afternoon Tea 
Monday February 5th  

Starts at 2:30pm, until 3.15pm! 
In the Library 

 
A chance to meet other Defence families of the school and to gather some information about what’s available 
and on in the area! 

Sabrina Jarrett, DSTA 

 

eCanteen 2018 

We are excited to be offering parents the opportunity to submit lunch orders online through 
eCanteen.com.au from the convenience of home anytime. 
 
The system can be used on any device without the need for installation. It is mobile compatible as a free 
simple App. The eCanteen online ordering system is designed with parents in mind. Many of its features are 
designed to make the process of ordering from the canteen convenient and simpler for parents. 
 
Families can commence using the program from today, and are encouraged to follow the link above to setup 
their User Account. You can use a current email or Facebook account to set this up, avoiding the need to 
create new passwords. 
 

Well done to Chloe from 6MB who was the first student to use the system today! 
 

Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information 
Permission / 
Payment Due 
Date 

Community Event February 6th  Whole School 5.30 – 7.00pm RSVP via Compass 

https://www.ecanteen.com.au/

