No. 12 ~ May 17, 2021
Engage Learning * Expand Minds

Welcome to Week 5,
How quickly the middle of term comes around! Next week marks the middle of the term and things are
definitely ramping up at school. Some events and things to look forward to and stay tuned about are:








Education Week (Week 6)
Division Cross Country (Week 6)
Stem Excursion (Week 7)
More Winter School Sport afternoons
Courage to Care Excursion (Week 9)
Hoop Time (Week 9)
Student Led Conferences (Week 9)

NAPLAN ROUND-UP
Last week, our Year 3 and 5 students participated in the NAPLAN testing program. At our
school, we had over 1,000 tests administered. All tests bar the Year 3 Writing, were
administered online. A huge thank you and well done to Christine Forrest for logistical
support and coordination, a huge job! Results will be made available sometime in September.
Great job kids!!
EDUCATION SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS DAY 2021
Yesterday (May 16th) was National Education Support Professionals Day. This morning at assembly as a whole
school, we acknowledged the huge contribution our ES Staff provide for our school across a multitude of areas
including the classroom, defence and welfare support, canteen, library, office and grounds.
On Wednesday we will show our appreciations for their amazing work with a morning treat.
From the whole Wodonga Primary School Community we say ‘THANK YOU’ to our ES Staff.

SAFETY BEFORE SCHOOL
Last week, we communicated the message below in our newsletter. As this is an important concern of the
school, I am sharing the Department of Education’s Supervision Policy and the link to our school’s policy. This
will assist families who are challenged by understanding the school’s responsibility in supervising students
before and after school. Thanks to the families who are ensuring the safety of their children is paramount by
using TheirCare and/or dropping kids off for school between 8:45am and 9:00am.
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/supervision-students/policy
http://www.wodonga-ps.vic.edu.au/uploads/9/8/2/6/9826482/yard_duty__supervision.pdf
Newsletter #11: We would like to remind parents that our school gates open at 8.45am when teachers
commence duty. Students arriving prior to this time should be supervised by parents so they remain safe.
Unfortunately, it has come to our attention that students are being dropped off while parents continue on their
way to work. Some unsafe practices have been observed by students, who have been ducking in and out
between parked cars while waiting, so we ask that parents please speak with their children about this and
perhaps organise alternate care for them prior to school. Our TheirCare Before School program is an available
option and opens daily from 6.30am.
Enjoy your week,

Damian Duncan, Principal
THE FATHERING PROJECT
Firstly, I would like to say a big thankyou to all of the fathers who came along to the launch of the Fathering
Project. It was a great start to what we hope will be a long tradition at Wodonga Primary School. We are
looking at a number of Fathering fundamentals which we will be sharing parts of in our newsletter moving
forward.
Save the date 10th of June! We will be hosting our first Dads and Kids event on that night. So keep an eye out
for more details to come.
Don’t forget to log on and become a member of the Wodonga Fathering Project group page. You can have a
look at all of the excellent resources aimed at supporting fathers and father figures. So follow the QR code to
become a member.
We aim to share some of the tips from the “Fathering Project’s “little book” with you each week. This week’s
share is about the BUS principle:

Ryan Gordon, Facilitator

TUTOR INITIATIVE UPDATE (TLI)
Throughout the past four weeks, the year level tutors and classroom teachers have been continuing to focus
their efforts on the regular high quality teaching and learning programs, in addition to ensuring the TLI
program is running efficiently and effectively for identified students. From last term, we were very pleased
with the outcomes for students in the groups and the growth with their learning. For identified students
accessing the program, Individual Education Plans (IEPs) will now be visible on the student’s Compass landing
page. The IEPs outline the areas within reading that students are receiving targeted support for. Please contact
your child’s classroom teacher or the year level tutor, if you would like further information.

Christine Forrest, TLI Coordinator
NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME (NSS)
Each year a picture book, written and illustrated by
an Australian author, is read simultaneously
across Australia to celebrate and promote all things
reading and literacy.
This years’ book is written by Philip Bunting the
author of ‘Mopoke’ and ‘Wild about Dads’. “Give me
some Space” is a story about a little girl name Una who lives in a
world of cosmic curiosity and intergalactic inspiration.
Wendy & Tracey launched the book at assembly this morning, and
at that time Tracey was going to be reading the book live. However,
we have now learned that NASA Astronaut, Shannon Walker, will
be reading from the cozy confines of the International Space
Station instead – how cool!
Make sure you tune into our Facebook page on the day to join the
YouTube event recorded in Space @ 11am, Wednesday 19th May.

Wendy & Tracey
TAIKO DRUMMING PROGRAM
Konnichiwa!
I am excited to continue the Taiko drumming program at Wodonga Primary School this year. It will be open to
interested students in Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6.
The Taiko program allows students to have the opportunity to develop not only their Taiko drumming and
music skills but also further their understanding of the Japanese culture and language.
Currently, it will be limited to 20 students. Students will need to show they are committed and able to
collaboratively work as part of a team. If accepted, they will need to be able to attend Taiko practices and inschool performances.
*It will be a first come first serve basis. If interest in the program exceeds the
maximum number, students who did Taiko last year will be given priority.
Students who miss two practices without providing an explanation will be unable to
further take part in the Taiko team this year.
Taiko Drumming will be on Monday recess in the Ariel Centre (gym).
The additional practices may run during class time on a Monday afternoon leading up to performances.
An opt-in event is now available online on Compass. Please remember that this is an opt-in event and only
available to the first 20 students.

Elyssa Webster, Japanese Language Teacher

SPORTS WRAP
School Sport Victoria – State Team Trials
Recently a number of our Year 5/6 students have attended trial days in a variety of sports in the hope of being
selected in a Victorian State Team. We would like to acknowledge the following students for their efforts:
 Netball: Emma Hortle
 Basketball: Tayla Pfeiffer, Belle Pfeiffer, Jett Bradshaw & Blake Maybury-Crow
 Australian Football: Michael Forrest & Ben Star
 Soccer: Isaac Hayward
 Cricket: Jamie Gilmore & Tanner Lowe

We would like to congratulate Emma Hortle and Michael Forrest who were both successful in making it
through to the next round of selection trials. This is an incredible achievement for these students and the WPS
community wishes both Emma and Michael the very best in their pursuit of State Team selection.
Division Cross Country
Our Division Cross Country is less than two weeks away (Friday 28th May).
Can all students who were selected for the Division Cross Country Team please complete the Event
Consent/Payment on Compass as soon as possible?

Blake Maxworthy, PE Coordinator
2022 FOUNDATION ENROLMENT INFORMATION
We are currently in the process of planning for 2022 Foundation information sessions and school tours. We
have simplified the process for our existing families and new families commencing in 2022. There are two
processes for 2022 Foundation enrolment at Wodonga Primary School...
PROCESS NUMBER ONE: NEW families to WPS
Please click the below link that will take you to our enrolments page on the WPS website. It has a
comprehensive overview of our process for new families and lots of information about our school.

Please note, this year the Wodonga Federation of Government Schools are hosting a combined school
information session followed by school tours on SUNDAY 23rd MAY. Please register to be able to attend the
sessions and school tours.

PROCESS NUMBER TWO: CURRENT families of WPS with siblings of school age in 2022
You will have received a text message and Compass email last week from the school seeking information about
Foundation 2022. If families could please complete this survey by May 21st that would be greatly appreciated.
If you have misplaced the link or didn't receive it you can click here - https://forms.gle/8KNVK6DxkAj5Rfie8

Christine Forrest, Preschool-School Transition Coordinator
KIND STUDENT OF THE WEEK
This week’s KIND student is Ashton Rea (CH6) who told us he was being
kind in the yard by sharing turns on games and equipment.

CANCER COUNCIL FUNDRAISER
Montana Parker & Lucy Mayne sadly lost their grandmother to
Cancer earlier this year and committed to raising money for The
Cancer Council by cutting their hair and donating funds to those
who suffer with Alopecia. Both girls donated a 30cm length of hair
and managed to raise an incredible $1086!!
While the girls’ parents are proud of their achievement, Wodonga
PS is also extremely proud of their selfless giving. This exemplifies
our KIND rules at the next level!

SILLY SOCK FUNDRAISER
Gemma’s Silly Sock fundraiser for the Royal Children’s Hospital, raised a total of
$1000 across multiple selling venues. Thanks to those students/staff who
purchased and helped contribute to this great cause.
Well done Gemma!

COMPASS EVENT NOTIFICATIONS
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base
Event / Activity

Event Date

Who

Information on Compass

Consent /
Payment
Due Date

Taiko Drum Opt-In

May 24

Students opting in

Opt-in link – weekly participation

Asap

Winter Sports

May 21

Year 5/6

Consent & payment required $18.00

Overdue

Choir Gallery Opening

May 21

Year 5/6 Choir

Opt in – consent required – no cost

May 19

Teach the Teacher

May 26

Selected students

Consent required

May 14

Division Cross Country

May 28

Selected students

Consent & payment required - $13.50

May 26

GRIP Student
Leadership Conference

June 2

Selected students

Consent required

May 31

Winter Sports

June 4 & 11

Year 5/6

Consent & payment required $18.00

CLOSED

Quantum Victoria

June 7

Selected Yr 6 students

Consent required

May 21

Fathering Project Event

June 10

Opt-in

After school event, 5.30-6.30pm – more details
in following newsletters

June 8

Akoma Schools’ Chorus

June 19

Year 3/4 Choir

Consent & payment required $51.50

June 18

Winter Sports Carnival

July 16

Year 5/6

Back-Up date: July 23 or 26th

CLOSED

Year 5 Camp Deposit

July 20-22

Year 5

Deposit required $50.00

CLOSED

Location: Turks Head Gallery, Albury
Exhibition dates: 21st May to 1st August, 2021
Information available at:
https://www.facebook.com/events/201884098244316?ref=newsfeed
https://turksheadgallery.com/2020-in-the-bubble/?fbclid=IwAR01U0fYn0ou5AHRkWePhWhMn8MAYcRsMmyZlRpoWJsfnlzHXHAhUQJ0vw
‘2020 In The Bubble’ is an exhibition reflecting on our experiences in the Border Bubble, in the Year 2020.
We all have a story to tell and this exhibition is a response from our community to show the images and
video we have captured during the year.
With the world being exposed to a global pandemic and schooling quickly becoming remote and online for
many, we have all been affected in some way. Each and everyone one of our experiences has been unique
and quite diverse.
Wodonga Primary School combined with renowned Photographer and Gallery Owner, Dirk Wallace, to
help a selection of students explore and record their experience of remote learning and COVID-19
through photography. Essentially seeing ‘COVID-19’ through the eyes of the child.
Students worked in groups from Foundation to Grade 6, to reflect on and explore their own experience.
How did COVID-19 impact on their lives? What were the positives? What didn’t they enjoy? What was
different? etc.
Following the brainstorm and reflection students were mentored by Dirk Wallace
(https://turksheadgallery.com), together with Wellbeing and Teaching staff from Wodonga Primary
School, to learn about how to use a camera effectively and how to compose an effective photograph.
Students then went home to capture images that were reflective of their own COVID-19 and Remote
Learning experience. A video was also produced reflecting student’s stories and experiences.
The “2020 In The Bubble” exhibition is a once in a lifetime opportunity to capture a moment in history.
Our students have produced pieces of art reflecting and presenting their experience, from their eyes. The
experience has also allowed the students, families, school and community to once again re-connect in a
positive way.
Please come along and be part of the Exhibition’s Opening Night on Friday 21st May from 5pm.
Wodonga Primary School’s Year 5/6 Choir will be performing, as well as interpretive dancers.

Fiona Stanley
Wellbeing Team

Kirsty Wakefield
Art Coordinator

Jye Williams
Assistant Principal

STEP RIGHT THIS WAY!......

FRIDAY 28th May 2021
Hop right up and bound into school wearing GREEN or ANIMAL

PRINT for OUR WALKATHON.
Money raised by students will help fund improvements to the

FROGS Area and SENSORY GARDEN.
Walking, Hopping and Bounding will begin at 9.15am.
Students will make their way around the course on the school grounds.
PRIZES will be awarded for:
-The Most Laps
-Best Green/Animal print clothing
-Most Unique Walk Style
Students will be given their fundraising/lap sponsorship slips in the
coming week. These need to be returned to school by Friday June 4,
following the Walkathon.

 Are you the Primary Carer for a
child?
 Would you like to meet other carers
who are in the same situation?
Upper Murray Family Care Kinship workers host an
informal monthly gathering for Grandparents and other
Kinship Carers in North East Victoria to provide carers
with:





Connection with other carers to share experiences and ideas
Support and friendship
Information and discussion on relevant support services available
To share a cuppa, morning tea and a laugh

Come and join us on:
Wednesday, May 19th 2021
10.30am – 12.00 noon at
UMFC Offices, 27-29 Stanley Street, Wodonga
To RSVP your interest, please contact Jen Lepp on 0409 002 146 (text is ok)
or via email to jlepp@umfc.com.au or call 02 6055-8000 and ask to speak
with someone from the Kinship Team.
COVID-19 social distancing
practices will be followed.

Aunty Edna Stewart and Albury Deputy Mayor Amanda Cohn
for a

Reconciliation Flag Raising Ceremony
at

Albury QE11 Square

When: Thursday 27 May
Time: 11:00am

Everyone is Welcome

Proudly sponsored by AlburyCity
For more information call Mark on 02-6023 8714

