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WODONGA PRIMARY 
SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

Damian Duncan - Principal

Welcome to the final week of Term 2. Honestly, where did the term go? It’s been a full on few weeks here at school with
loads of excursions, sports and connections with families. Our Student Led Conferences were a success last week with over
750 bookings, a tremendous effort from staff and families.

Today at 3pm our Semester Reports go live on Compass. A push notification will alert families when this has occurred. If
you have any queries or concerns about your child’s report, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s classroom
teacher. 

2023 Country Fair (Fete) - SAVE THE DATE
Post pandemic, we are now able to run our COUNTRY FAIR. Our parents are organising a Country Fair, aiming to provide a
fun community event here at school on FRIDAY 27th of OCTOBER, 5PM TO 8PM. There will be rides, stalls, food, fun events
and all concluding with fireworks on the Wilson street oval at 8pm. More information on the Fete will be shared during Term
3 and early Term 4. Any parents who wish to assist in the organisiation or volunteer on the evening for a window of time
please email me via the school email address wodongaps@education.vic.gov.au 
 

 
Commencing next Term, Mrs Wakefield in the art room is running a competition for a Country
Fair poster. This competition is open to year 3-6 and the art room is open on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursdays of the first three weeks of next term. Students are also able to
work on their poster at home if they want to. 

Year 6  students during one of their Maths lessons this week.
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Yard supervision commences at 8:30am by teaching staff. 
The school increased yard supervision in the mornings: there is a teacher on the Wilson Oval, Brockley Oval and
Courtyard/Portables area. 
Staff on duty wear their fluorescent vests to be visible to students in need. 
Classroom doors open at 8:50am so students can drop off their bags and get organised for the 9am start. 

Did you know?
Thank you to community members who have asked for clarity around the changes to our morning yard supervision this
year. It’s been some time since we informed our parents and community members outlining our procedures which were
changed due to community feedback and the industrial agreement that came into effect. 
Gates are open at 8:30am

Some students who make their own way to school are entering the yard earlier than 8:30am and we urge these families to
monitor this as these students are unsupervised and our duty of care to families has not commenced. It’s our
understanding that the students entering the yard early are using the TheirCare (Gym) gate. TheirCare staff and
leadership at the school are monitoring this. 

Parent forum on safety in the yard
The wellbeing team have completed analysing the student voice wellbeing data which was collected at the end of Term 1.
All teaching staff have analysed this data as well. At last week’s School Council meeting, our school councillors reviewed
the data and looked for celebrations and areas of concern from the data. In response to the student voice data, early
next term we are running Student Forums to dig a little bit deeper into the stories behind the students’ responses.
Additionally, we are eliciting parent voices via a Parent Forum. We are inviting any parents or caregivers who are
interested in participating in the forum on Thursday 3rd of August at 3:30pm in our PLC. This time was chosen to assist
attendance of parents at the forum (after pick up). The school will provide supervision of attendees children in the
Wilson pod. The forum will explore parent perspectives of safety of students in the yard. 

Voluntary contributions
Our annual Parent Voluntary Contributions (formally fees) payments has been delayed due to some staffing absences as
well as a delay in the opening up of the Compass billing feature. For some time now, you will have noticed the “Payment
Centre” at the top of the Compass application. This is where we’ll be able to direct families to make their contributions,
we endeavour to have this open to families early next term. The contribution per child is $95 for the school year and a
full explanation of what this contributes to will be provided when the Compass Payment Centre opens up. 

Canteen
For quite some time now we have had a real shortage of parent helpers in our Canteen. In order to run a school canteen
for 5 days a week with affordable items for purchase, the canteen relies on the assistance given by volunteers/helpers.
Currently the situation is dire and the school is having to employ additional staff which results in the canteen running at
a loss. The school can not continue to do this as our goal is to spend funds on student learning. Please consider
volunteering in our canteen so the school does not face losing the service.
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SPORT
Blake Maxworthy -  Sport Coordinator

REGIONAL CROSS COUNTRY REPORT
On Friday the 16th of June, four of our students travelled to Benalla to compete in the Regional Cross Country
Championships. Ella.W and Bethany.R were participating in their first Regional school sport event in the 9/10 Years
Girls race, while Kalle.T and Ruby.C were participating in the 12 Years Girls race. Unfortunately, Ned.W, who qualified
for the 12 years Boys race, was unable to participate on Friday.
It was a pleasant winter’s day in Benalla, providing welcomed atmospheric conditions for distance running, however
the track remained quite sodden from the heavy rain the night before. The conditions set the scene for some
entertaining Cross Country racing and all four of our girls performed incredibly well.
In the 9/10 Years Girls race, Ella pushed herself to finish in 16th place, only 30 seconds behind the winner, narrowly
missing out on qualifying for the State Championships.
Bethany found the competition challenging, however displayed tenacity to finish 43rd.
In the 12 Years Girls race, Ruby overcame getting caught in early congestion to finish strongly in 25th position.
Congratulations to Kalle, who delivered a truly remarkable performance. After finding herself near the back of the pack
in the early stages she found her stride & overtook the majority of the field to finish in 5th place!

Kalle will now travel to the Yarra Valley on the 13th of July to participate at the State Cross Country Championships
where she will compete against the best runners from across the state of Victoria.
Congratulations to all four of the girls for your outstanding effort at the Cross Country on Friday and Kalle, our WPS
community wishes you all the very best when you compete at the State Championships.

HOOP TIME
On Tuesday the 13th June, 45 WPS students represented our school at the Hoop Time Basketball tournament at the
Lauren Jackson Sports Centre in Albury. The tournament brought together school teams from around our District who
played against each other in a variety of divisions in a fun round robin style tournament. Our 6 WPS teams all
performed very well, displaying good quality basketball skills, teamwork and sportsmanship throughout the entire day.
Our All Stars Boys ‘Walrus’ Team qualified for the grand final in the All Stars Division where they came up against an
incredibly strong St Monica’s Team. While our boys bridged the gap from their earlier loss in the pool games quite
substantially, it wasn’t quite enough to overcome the St Monica’s team, who won the game by 7 points in a very tight
contest. Well done to all our students for your efforts that went in to preparing for the day by training during some of
your break times at school and for the way you represented our school on the day of the tournament. I’d like to extend
a big Thank You to the parents and community members who volunteered as team managers or scorers on the day of
the tournament! Your assistance contributed greatly to the success of the day and to our students all having a
wonderful experience!
Congratulations to all involved in a very successful day!

F-3 Water Safety
All students in Years Foundation, One, Two and Three have the opportunity to participate in the annual Water Safety
program during Term 3.
Water Safety is an incredibly important component of the Physical Education Curriculum. The Wodonga PS Water Safety
Program aims to prepare students for safe play around water with a focus on appropriate skills and behaviours. The
program does promote strong swimming skills however the focus is on reviewing and revising skills for safety. Students
will be travelling by bus to the Wodonga Sports & Leisure Centre to participate in the Water Safety and Familiarisation
Program. The program includes 3 sessions of 60min instruction throughout the week. The program is mandated and
significantly subsidised by the Education Department, therefore it is expected that all students participate in the program.
Water Safety Compass Events are available online now for payment and consent.
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Maths
Maureen Murray - Mathematics

WPS Maths Newsletter Challenge #7

Weekly Maths Challenge: Time
 W.P.S challenges its students and families to calculate the difference in time between two clocks. 

Scan the QR code or follow the link to enter the challenge!
https://forms.gle/r12vM9kWmgdBbLBu8  

.

Math Talks are any effective teaching strategy used by teachers to engage students in mental mathematical concepts. Try
brainstorming all of the different strategies and ways to solve this number sentence: 5 x 16 = 

Purpose: To use our knowledge of time (hands on a clock) to help determine what the difference
between two clocks might be telling us. 

What you need:

Instructions: 
I have an old clock that only has the hour hand, but I think I can still use it to tell the time. How long might it be between
these 2 times? Explain your thinking. Can you give some different possibilities?

https://forms.gle/r12vM9kWmgdBbLBu8


Assembly Celebrations

This weeks Happy Card Recipients, well done to everyone who received a Happy Card this week 

A big group of amazing home readers this week Bentley received this weeks GEM award

Sidney and Willa  lucky 
library winners

Mitchell is our Enviromental Hero of the week
 



EVENT NOTIFICATIONS 
Stay in touch with Events / Activities – using Compass as your information base 

Event / Activity Event Date Who Information on Compass 
Consent / 
Payment Due 
Date 

Last day of Term June 23 All Students School finishes at 2.30pm N/A 

CSU Future Moves July 19 Year 6 Students Consent on Compass 17/07

School Swimming July 17,19,21 CH1, BR2, MI1, OS2 School Swimming Compass details to 
follow 

School Swimming July 24,26,27 CH2, BR1, MI2, OS1 School Swimming Compass details to 
follow 

Federation Conference – 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

July 28 Whole school Pupil FREE DAY – No School N/A 

School Swimming July 21, 

Aug 2,4 

CH3, BR4, MI3, OS3 School Swimming Compass details to 
follow 

Year 5 Camp  Aug 7,8 Year 5 Students Consent and payment details 31/07 

Year 6 Camp Aug 8,9 Year 6 Students Consent and payment details 31/07 

School Swimming Aug 7, 9, 11 CH4, MI4 School Swimming Compass details to 
follow 

School Photos Aug 7, 8, 9 Whole School School Photo details to come N/A 

School Swimming Aug 14,16, 17 CH5, BR6, MI5, OS6 School Swimming Compass details to 
follow 

School Swimming Aug 21, 23,25 CH6, BR5, MI6, OS5 School Swimming Compass details to 
follow 

Father’s Day Stall Aug 30 Whole School Held in PLC N/A 

19/07

12/07

25/07

01/08

08/08

15/08
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